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INTRODUCTION. 



Dear Brethren^ 

PERMIT me to prefent you with the fruits of my 
leifure hours. And let me hope^hey may be 
pleafing and profitable to you. And give me leave 
to fay, that the fludy of the facred Oracles has been 
my moft favourite purfuit for ibme years. It is 
from them I derive my principles and views : I know 
of no other ftandard of Orthodoxy, to thefe only I 
appeal. Sametime, I am far from difpifing any help 
- which good and learned men have furnimed us with, 
for the better undemanding of them j yet it is not from 
* men, but from the Divine Spirit that the important 
; light rhuft come, which is eifentially ncceflary to en- 
» able us to underftand the Gofpel, and to believe to the 
| faving of the foul. 

I (hall make no oftentatious boaft, either of the 
merits of my performance, or of the invitations I have 
I had to publilli it : nor ihall I remark on the coldnefs 
E of fome from whom, I might have expected better 
k things. Suffice it to fay, that I feel confeious, that 
t it is right for any man to whom his Creator hasim- 
K parted fuitable gifts and abilities, to. contribute his 
mite (if it be but a mite) to do what he may to better 
the mental and moral condition of his fellow men. On 
this principle I aim to a£t ; and the fuccefs of it de- 
pends on the blelhng of Him in whom we all live and 
move. I call my performance and myfelf, at my Re- 
deemer's feet, intreating him to ufe it for his own 
glory, and for the general good : and particularly, for 
the good of his own difciples, whom I efteem as fhe 
excellent of the earth, and for whom I have the belt 
.withes, and the warmeft affection next to that I owe 
tp my Saviour. 
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And while I would gladly impart general inilruc- 
tion to the ignorant of my fellow men, and lead the 
enquiring mind to him who is the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life: I would alio wifh to encourage every 
good man to whom fuitable abilities are given > to do 
whatever he can to fpread dirine knowledge, and to 
ihew poor wanderers the way to life and peace. 

For this end, let me remind them, there was of old 
an Ajnos (and others betide perhaps) among the herd- 
men at Tekoa,* as well as in the Schools of the 
Prophets, who were employed by the Almighty to 
carry his mefTages to their fellow men, to denounce 
his judgments a gain ft the wicked, and to teach men 
the Will of God. And the bletfed Jefus took his 
Apoftles from among the Fi flier men of his day, and 
from the receipt of cullom ; as well as from the feet 
of Gamaliel $ to ihew us, that now there is no par- 
ticular nation, fociety, or fet of perfons 5 to whom an 
exclufive privilege is granted either to preach or 
teach, or be the only often rlble or vifible Church j to 
the exclufion of others. But there are fome of all 
forts of men in every nation, who fear God; and 
whom the Lord is pleafed to blefs with an intereft in 
his favor, and to whom he gives gifts and abilities as 
lie pleales. And tbefe gifts are given not for them- 
felves alone, but to fit them to do good to others who 
itand in need of it. And the Apoftle fays to edify 
the body of Cbrift /. e. his church and people. There 
is then, no privileged clafs of Priefthood under the 
Gefpel, as there was under the Law, for all the Lord's 
people are Kings and Priefts unto God. And many 
of them are bleft with edifying gifts, in the exercife 
of which many of the followers of Chrift are taught 
and benefited, and others convinced and converted. 
And every goo d man to whom fuch gifts are imparted, 
has an abfolute right to exercife thole talents which God 
has given him, wherever and whenever he has a call 
thereto ; and more, he has a right to feek opportunities 
to do good. By all this I mean not to encourage 
every ignorant chatterer to attempt preaching whu is 

not 

Amos, i. 1. 
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4K>t able to ipeak intelligibly, nor keep his language 
above contempt : but I fpeak of thofe who have edify- 
ing talents, and can convey inftruftion in an inftru&ive 
manner. And f am perfuaded, that there are now, 
as there were of old, fome of this fort who never went 
to an Academy, as well as others who have been 
there. I would neither run down nor over-value 
human learning 5 but would fay, let every preacher 
acquire as much as he can, and in my opinion, the 
more the better. Thofe who can, may do well to 
avail theorfelves of the helps of religious Seminaries : 
and perhaps it is very poffible that others may do as 
well, who ufe their diligence at their leifure hours 
to acquire Languages, Sec. and follow their employ- 
ments alfo. And indeed I think, the mind is more 
free to examine and compare fpi ritual things with 
fpiritual, and will feel greater freedom in profefling 
what the man believes to be true, when he is con- 
scious he is under no dictatorial control but the fcripturef, 
or that he is not dependant on the good plealure of 
thofe be is connected with. However, the Lord htm- 
felf chufes the lot of all his Saints, and no .doubt, the 
lot of all his Minifters ; and that lot is a lot of low, 
and the beft that can be. And if men would leata 
not to over-rate the Scholar, nor undervalue thofe »f 
lefs literary attainments, the church would be in a 
much more profperous ftate than at prefent (in my 
opinion). But the times of reformation will arrive, 
when whatever is injurious will be removed. This is 
the Lord's own work, and he will effect, it in the moft 
proper feafon. A more copious erTufion of the divine 
Influences is promifed in Scripture, and it will in 
due time be granted, then what is wrong will be dif- 
covered and fet right $ and that which is right in the 
main will be better attended to ; but we are told, many 
{hall run to and fro, and knowledge mall be increased; 
and in confequence of that, the wife (hall underftand, 
though (mean while) none of the wicked (determined 
infidels) {hall underftand. 

The following Dialogues ape now fent forth with 
an humble but fervent define to do as muck good as 
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the Lord (hall be plcafcd to effect by means of them. 
I have wifhed to keep the agreeable as well ad the 
ufeful in view, that I may,if poluble,attra£t the notice 
of all forts of men, and tempt them to read. And as 
example has mightier efte&s than precepts, I have 
aimed to £et examples before my readers, by a fort of 
parable. And as this is a way of writing fan&ioned 
by him who is the true God and Eternal Life, I con- 
ceive I need not be a (named to adopt it. And white 
he ufes the parables of the Loft Sheep, the Prodigal 
Son, the Fig Tree, Vineyard, &c. it is not improper 
forme, I fuppofe,- to reprefent my meditations on 
divine truth by taking a walk, going to the Houie of 
God, &c. Our Lord's parables were taken from 
things cxifting around them to whom he fpake, and 
thefe are taken from what a dually paftes among us. 
1 have thought too, that a furvey of the divine works 
in the natural world tended to convey fpiritual in ft ruc- 
tion ; and therefore, I have availed myfclf of it, and 
I hope, not in vain. But in this mirror, I hope may 
be feen fornething of that experience which every 
Chriflian in the world feels more or lefs of. And alfo, 
how that divine change which our Lord calls the 
■ New Birth is begun on the mind by means of the 
word, and the Spirit's energy. The conviction and 
•onverfion of a Sinner, is fet forth, and 1 hope tolome 
advantage, fo that the intelligent reader may by com- 
paring his bent of mind with what is here laid down, 
come to forae certainty refpecling his real ftate. And 
the chriftain ice his feelings fet before him fo plainly, 
that he need not be doubtful any longer. Therefore, 
I hope it may be a mean of ilrengthening.to the weak, 
and of comfort to the doubtful, as well as of quicken- 
ing to tbofe who may have dwindled and waxed too 
dull in the Ways of God. But 1 know that all this 
depends entirely on the divine bleffing. That blefling 
I would hope for, and intreat at Thy hands, O Thou 
who haft the Words of eternal Life. Thou canft 
caufe it to be as a breaft of confolation to the babes in 
thy church ; and as a portion of fait able nourilhment 
to the young naeo, as well ai of ftrong meat to the 

fathers, 
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fathers, grant this, for the honour of thy holy Name, 
and to Thee {hall be all the praife I 

But in the prefent day, when the haters of revealed 
religion pretend aim oft to deify human reafon, I 
thought it but proper to try how far reafon may be 
ufeful in religious matters : therefore,. I have aimed 
to be a little philofophical in the lurvey of the divine 
work9in creation, and by this method I have gained 
an opportunity to mew (to fbme advantage 1 hope) 
wherein reafon is ufeful and wherein it is inefficient 
in religious enquiry. And this has opened the way to 
a clearer difcovery, that we Hand in abfolute need of 
a better guide than human reafon alone ; and aifo of 
fome better righteoufnefs than our own to appear in 
before God with acceptance. In Diagoluges I. and II. 
this interefting matter is clearly fet forth ; fo plainly* 
that the effe&s of divine truth on the minds of the 
enlightened may be clearly difcerned, and the under- 
ftandings of fuch enabled to di (cover the work of God 
to have been really begun on them. And on the 
other band, that the fame divine truths which foften 
and renew the hearts of true Chriftians ; do through 
the wilful obfiinacy and preverfenefs of infidels and 
pbarifees, harden them into inveteracy againft the 
Gofpel of Chrift, and the profeflbrs of it. Juft as the 
fame fun foftens the wax, and hardens the clay. But 
the hardening of the clay is not the fault of the fun, 
but of its own nature ; fo, the hardening of impenitent 
finners, is not the fault of the Gofpel, or the Author 
of it : but their own perverfenefs. To believers, the 
preaching of evangelic truth is a favour of life unto 
life ; but to the rejecters of it, of death unto death \ 
and that juftly, for their wilful impenitence. 

To underftand and believe the Gofpel, is the greatest 
of -mercies, and productive of the higheft felicity. 
And thofe who are inftrumental in bringing 
their fellow men to this knowledge and faiih; 
are the befl friends of their fellow men, and thero- 
felves the happieft of; mankind. And the feebleft ef 
them will Anne at laft, in the Kingdom of Heaven, 
brighter than the fun, for ever more. 

With 
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With them number'd may I be ! 
Now and in eternity. 

But to remain blind amidft the blaze of Gofpel 
Light which we now enjoy j and inveterate again ft the 
Gofpel ; is the moft dreadful of all curfes : and fuch 
vnS\ fink to the deepeft torments of Hell. 

To prevent this, may my readers examine their 
own hearts by comparing them with the Word of 
God, and what is here written ; and if they have not 
believed to the faving of the Soul, mav they now be 
made fo happy, as to become immediately the dii- 
ciples and followers of the bleffed Jefus. I delire 
that not not one xrf my readers may take any thing 
I have written on truft, but compare the whole of it 
-with the facred Scriptures. To aid them in this work 
<fhapter and verfe are referred to at the bottom of the 
pages. Whatever agrees with the Scriptures is in- 
fallibly right, and that which contradicts it is ab- 
folutely wrong : but I defire to have my book tried 
by it, for I truft it will bear a fcriptural examination. 
May the author and readers (land the tell of the lad 
great day with confolation and joy, »for Jefus Chrift's 
fake. A,men. 

Dear Brethren, 

I am fincerely yours, 
Xfo. 4, VhihcUIphia-Strtet, 

April 2d. 1800. J. LAWRENCE. 



CLAVIS. 

EvctTTgeftfta, a Chriftiarf Preacher. 

Civicus, a fellow Citizen with the Saints, and of the 
Houfhold of God. Zpb. 2. lgk 

£tbkm, a Moralift, or Ehtofee. 




A DESCRIPTION 

OF THE 

WORK of DIVINE GRACE, &c. 



DIALOGUE I. 

Evangel I ST A on a Morning's Walk, meets Ethicus and 
Cjvicus .* and after fustable Expreffions of civility* 
and politenefs mutually faffed > Evangelist a began bis 
Obfervations thus : 

JfVJNGELISTA, This fine wholefome air, thefe 
-" flowers, and the beautiful face of creation in ge- 
neral, awakens in the mind of the ferious obferver 
fentitnents of devout admiration of the wifdorn and 
goodnefs of that Almighty Being who formed all 
things by the Word of his Power. 

Ethicus. Sir, you are perfectly right : for by be- 
holding nature at prefcnt in its variegated and beauti- 
ful drels, the mind of the virtuous philofopher feels, 
plea fin g enlargement, and his contemplations on the 
Creator's works are excited and put in motion, like 
the wheels of a watch by the force of its chief fpring. 
And the imagination becomes aififtant to devout me- 
ditation. This raifesin the mind a thoufand beautiful 
and ftriking ideas of divine wifdom and goodnefs. 
And by muting on nature's beauties we. are led to. 
contemplate the Creator's glories, and the excellences- 
of Deity break in on our minds, and hereby an impor- 
tant knowledge of God is promoted. 

Evan* 

• Real Religion does not make Men clumfy and clownifli, qqc 
fervilc and flattering. 
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£mmn. Dear Et&icus, your obfenrations are ju 
and it gives me real pleafure to have met with 
perfon of your contemplative turn 5 and I affure y 
J Ihall be further pleafed to enjoy your company 
the end of an agreeable walk. 

Etbicus. Sir, we are perfectly agreed, and I 2 
willing to walk at your leifure, and to improve t 
moments as we pafs by fuitable converfation : but 
wifh you to take the lead in our meditations. 

Evan. Permit me to tell you I wifli you to 
our conductor into .the delightful fields of meditatii 
at prefent, for I am perluaded you are capable 
leading us forward in a pleating and inftructive ma 
ner to contemplate the various works of the grc 
Creator. Therefore, if you pleafe, we will liften i 
tentively to your pbfervations : and while you a 
pointing out to us the various wonders of nature, x 
ihall be both pleafed and benefited ; and the bett 
prepared to enter on the contemplation of the y 
more abundant glories of divine grace. 

Cvvicus. Dear Ethicus, oblige me thus far, and pr 
ceed to your obiervations fans c&emonie* 

Etbicus. Gentlemen, I confent to your wifhei 
and begin by obferving, that an union of fouls at 1 
occafion like the prefent, creates the moil refiw 
friendship ; and if I miltake not, I feel at this mome 
fomething of that benign attraction. Therefore 
am pleafed with the idea that we have met for mntn 
pleafure and benefit. I. proceed to obferve, 

1. That the being of a God is manifefted by tl 
works he has made, \ for the material worlds (whi< 
of themfelves are but dead and motionlefs matte 
proclaim his infinite power and immence wifdom, 
well as his unbounded goodnefs. Ihcy tell us filent 
but powerfully, that the hand which made them 
divine ; that, the power which fupports them 
Almighty ; and that the goodnefs which i applies the 
is infinite. For, 

2.^ If we look to the ftarry regions, there we i 
luminaries, which in all probability, are worlds 

immen 
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immence fim, and inconceivable weight, rolling in 
fluid aether, fome placed like our fun. and others re- 
volving round them as planetary worlds which in 
magnitude fur pa ties the fize of this earth many thou- 
fands of degrees : and, admirable to tell, they keep 
up their condant and regular rotation round their re- 
fpecHve centers. This is known to be the cafe with 
the planetary globes in the folar fyftem, and it is 
highly probable it is fo with others in higher fydems : 
and that the fame regular order which is constantly 
kept up by thefe, is alfo by thofe, which roll above 
them. This order did infinite Wifdom at firft ordain, 
and thefe mighty mafles of fenfelefs matter, abide 
invariably by his fixed laws. Thofe placed centerally, 
lhine with inherent ludre, but all the planets with 
borrowed light : the former fhed day on all thole 
which revolve round them, and the latter derive their 
lnftre, and emit borrowed light ; and when {hade fuc- 
ceecU to folar rays, they augment the glory of the 
fparkling expanfe which glitters over us. They like- 
wife receive light for their own atmofpheres, and 
that lumination conditutes day. This we fee in our 
own world, and it is highly probable it is fo in num- 
lefe others. ' But, 

3. All thofe worlds^ darted into exigence at their 
Creator's fird call, and the light they emit, whether 
folar or planetary, was produced by Him who is the 
Father of Lights.* And they continue to roll, and 
perform their revolutions at his pleafure ; at his frown 
they would all difappear. But by their revolutions, 
he deals out our days, and by the mode of their orbitual 
motions, he fends us dimmer and winter in dueleafon; 
and distributes cold and beat in due proportions, as 
well as light and ihade in proper feafons. This mod 
beautiful order and motion is the produ& of infinite 
fkill ; and en damped on thefe orbs, by that divine 
Agency which gave being to us all, and in whom we 
Jive and move ; and to whofe word, the feafons,. the 
earthy feas, and all nature is obedient ; all obey bis 
fummons by whofe almighty Word all things were 
created. But, 4. The 

• James i. 7. 
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4. The briny deep, and the ftorroy wind, fhew the 
wifdom and power of the great Creator; and manifefl 
that he is infinite in wifdom and almighty in ftrength. 
The former, an if it had infiin&ive knowledge, rife* 
and falls as the Moon looks towards it, or turns her 
face from it, as if confeious of the command of the 
great Creator. And did the men who ride on the 
Waves, and traverfe the Ocean, but open their eyes, 
might they not behold the wifdom and power, as well 
as the goodnefs of the great Jehovah, manifefted in 
their favour ? And while they flay on the land, and 
when they ride on the waves, may they not fee that 
God has commanded the feas to ferve them ; and that 
his own hand protects them when the latter caufes the 
mighty billows to rife and roar ? But in the next 
place, 

5. Who then behold thefe aflonifhing worksofthe 
Deity without being ftruck with wonder, aftonifhment, 
and and admiration ? Who, I fay, can fail to difcover 
and admire that difplay of infinite wifdom, power, 
and goodnefs, which the works of the Almighty dif- 
plny unto men ? For, wherever we turn our eyes we 
may clearly fee it. And what is the filent language 
of all this to man ? Do not all things as with one all- 
powerful voice fay, Behold thy Creator's Glories oh 
man ?* And learn to know, adore, and praife him. 
Learn to know him as the God of power, who madef 
and prefcrves all things. — Learn to know him, as the 
God of wifdom, who orders and governsj all worlds. 
Learn to know him, as the God of goodnefs, who feeds 
all creatures with his bounty. Learn to know him, 
8s the great fir ft cauie of all things, and the preferver 
of univerihl nature : as the ever-living and all-pro- 
ducing caule of all exillence (fin only excepted) and 
as the mini end of all things. Behold how the eves 
of all animated being* look to htm § for fupply -, and 
notice how he gives them their meat in due feafen. 
Men and hearts live on his bounty, birds and fithe&are 
IKl by his munificence ; and the fmalleft reptile or 
in left, live and move in him. Therefore, 

* Tfst. cvii. 43* t Rev. ir. u. J dxv. 13. 

S Terfei 91 151 if# 
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<5. I perceive clearly, that there is no fpot howevet 
fhaall, nor any globe however great ; from whence the 
divine power is abfent, but his agency and influence 
is every where prelent ,* and hiswifdom and goodnefs 
is evidently difcer ned by all intelligences. No limits 
can circnm (bribe him, nor any bounds exclude him $ 
he is every where prefent at the fame moment, to the 
utmoft extent of his vaft dominion. Confequently, 
every thing both minute and magnificent is known to 
him with infinite precision ; the angelic mind and 
the human heart, are each and equally known to 
feirn. Nor is it poflible for any thing to efcape'hk 
notice. And from hence I infer, that we owe our 
prefervation to his protecting care, and are indebted to 
aim for life and every comfort that we enjoy. There- 
fore, we ihould love him above all things, and ferve 
him with our whole hearts : and live to glorify him 
in all obedience to his commands. — Matt. xxii. 37, 38. 
Evan. Dear Etbkus, I am plea fed with your ani- 
mating furvey of the works of the Almighty and the 
inference drawn from them is highly proper. True 
indeed, his almighty Arm holds all things in exiftence, 
and his general goodnefs fupplies the wants of every 
living thing. And it is as true, that one day he will 
caufe the world on which we live to fuller an univerfal 
wreck, and at his command to difappear. Meanwhile, 
his fmile imparts life and joy to the chriftian mind, 
and at his frown the wicked perifh. Therefore, it is 
mod true, that univerfal nature owes its exiftence to 
his creating power, and its prefervation to his up- 
holding hand, for Jehovah as creator, is Lord of aU.% 

ILthicus. Dear Evan. I admit the juftice of your 
remarks,and freely acknowledge, that I royfelf owe 
my being to him, for I derived it from him, and I live 
and move in him, my life and breath are in his hands, 
I exUi by his good pleafurc, and I am perfuaded that 
men and angels are indebted to hina for being and pre- 
fervation. Therefore I make this acknowledgement 
to his praife. 



Pfalm, «xrfxix. 7, 8, 9, 10. 
% Pftln, cii. 25.— Hcb. i. 10. 
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Isvan. Very properly obferved my Ethicus : and 
now while we arc converting in this agreeable man- 
ner, we may notice alfo, the further difplays of divine 
wifdom and goodnefs in the herbage of the field, the 
grafs, the flowers and the fruits which grow for man's 
ufe, the vegetables which the earth produces, and the 
fruits which grow on ill rubs and trees, all point us 
to the wifdora and goodnefs of God. And in our 
furveys of the creation, and its various glories, order, 
and beauties : how can we forbear breaking forth in 
devout exclamation, faying, O Lord ! how wonderful 
are thy works 1 in wifdom haft thou made them all ! 
Thou art wonderful in counfel and excelleut in work- 
ing ! Thy manifold works praife thee, and thy 
faints blefs thee. Blefs the Lord O my foul ! Who, 
I fay, can help exclaiming thus who potfeiTes the least 
fpark of true fenfibility ? 

Ethicus. Dear Evan. I think as you do on this im- 
portant fubje6fc. And when 1 recollect, that the fame 
lap, and the fame earth, within an inch or two, or 
a very few feet or yards, brings forth food of the 
moil delicious nouriihment, and weeds or the molt 
deadly poiibn,* which are alfonourifhed and matured by 

the 

* Ethicus reminds us here, very pertinently and proptrly, 
cf a ftriking difplay of divine power and wifdom in this part of 
the creation. And one would imagine, that his obfervations 
would at leaft confound every Athieft in the world. For what 
caufe can be conceived which can produce i'uch efi'c&s, but the 
wifdom and powetof God ? It is clear that the Sap of the Earth 
* irt its various and diverfified productions fets forth fuch evident 
proofs of an all difpofing, all over-ruling, and all producing Power, 
as none but a Being of infinite wifdom and ouiiiipotence could 
effect. It is clear then, that this part of the operations of nature 
is an indifputable proof of the being and power of nature's God,, 
and a difplay of divine wifdom and goodnefs. And to the pious 
and contemplative mind it holds Joith emblematically, 

i. The manifold wifdom of Deity, and the living proofs cf 
divine power, which produces from the lame materials moft 
nutritious and whoiefome food, and alio the moft deftru6Uvc 
poifon. But, 

a. It is emblematical of what divine Wifdom does amongft 
the race of men. For from the fame original ftock, proceeds the 
divine, the philofopher, the phyfician, and the clown. The 
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the fame fun and rain ! I am firuck with aftoni foment 
at the wifdom and power of God, who makes of the 
fame materials things fo amazingly different in their 
nature and tendencies. But alas ! you know, when we 
look around us we fee many infenfible and thought- 
lefs ones, who never obierve the creator's works, nor 
praife him for his mercies, nor pray to him for his 
favors. But my Evan. I am of opinion, that want of 
piety is want of fenfe. 

levari. True, dear Ethicus, it is fo. But to what 
caufe will you impute all this criminal infenfibility 

and 

various intellect among men, flifce the fap of the earth fprung up 
on its farface) in fo many different forms of exiftence, fets forth 
both the infinite wifdom and uncontrolled power and fovereignty 
of the great' Jehovah, who a6b jn this part of his works, as the. 
God ofpwotr and the Author of lift and light. But, - 

3. It is alfo emblematical of human depravity. For, 
this, like the fap of the earth, fprings up in all natural 
men in different forms ; in fome it rifcs up and bears a 
dreadful crop of pride an4 ambition, in otheis, it produces 
lechery, of the molt abominable and beaftly nature. Others 
again, wallow in infamous drunkenneis, and fink themfelves 
beneath the level of the brute creation. In others again, tfce 
depravity of human nature is manifefted by the fordid vice of 
covetoufnefs, and cruel niggardlinefs. And in fome, all the 
black catalogue of infamous vices .meet. All thefe fpring from 
the fame foucrce, i. e . from the original corruption of human 
nature by Adonts trarifgreffjon. And however others among 
men may be outwardly refined, moralized, and civilized ; yet 
if they have nothing in them but what nature can ptoduce, < 
their fouls are full in the corruption of nature and far from God. 
And that wonder-working power which draws from the fame 
earth the delicious Cherry Tree, and the poifonous Hemlock, 
mull rentw their fouls by divine influence, or they are loft for 
ever. But, 

4. God, who makes fuch a multiform and fuchan aftonifh- 
ingly different kind of every fort of herbs, plants, trees, &c. 
from ihe lame earth, can and does, make like difference in the 
fouls of tinners by divine grace. They aie all alike involved in 
tne fall, yet from thence he draws an innumerable company of 
fallen tinners, and plants them in his church to make them 
fhine variously here ; and glorioufly hereafter in Heaven. For 
fuch wonders divine giacc is now performing, and it will con- 
tinue to do ft), as long as the fun and moon (hall endure. 
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and impiety which is manifeft in the conduct of the 
multitude ? 

Rtbicus. To what cauie. iir ? Why, to a wan*, 
in the firft place, of a wife and virtuous Hwarion. 
Second, to the pievt lance of evil rxasv.j.le, mid. Third, 
to the cherilliing bad habits and the following evil 
ouftoms. 

Evan. Certainly fir, I rauft freely acknowledge to 
you, that each of the caufes which you have men- 
tioned, operate but too powerfully. The want of a good 
education is certainly a fcrious evil, and the prevalance 
of evil example uot lefs fo j and the following bad 
habits and evil cuftoms are certainly evils which can- 
not be fufficiently lamented. But in my opinion, you 
have left out the grand cauie, and faid nothing at ail 
about it. 

Etbicus. Dear Evan, be fo good then, as to fay to 
Vbat caufe you impute all thefe evils ? 

v Evan. I will readily, and am free to tell you, I 
impute all thefe evils, and every exifting evil to the 
fall of man from oiiginal rectitude, and primitive 
purity -, and to the defperate depravity of human na- 
ture by that fall. Tbh, fir, is the grand caufe of all 
the evil that is in the world : and but for this, man 
would now have been as pure, holy, and happy as he 
was at firft ; when he came perfectly bleifed into this 
world, and would have remained as free from every 
calamity as the angels in heaven now are, and as him- 
felf was when he came from his Maker's hands : and 
then, there would have been none of thefe evils in 
exigence. This mortifying truth is, you know, abun> 
dan try infifted on in the Scriptures,* that man is a 
depraved creature. And now, if you pleafe, we will 
enter on tjie fubject of human depravity, 

Civicus. Agreed, for I with to have fome ac- 
quaintance with this doctrine, for I mult own it is 
new to me. 

Etbicus. Perfectly agreed, if Mr. Efvangelifta under- 
takers 

* Pfalm li. 5.— Jer. xvii. 9. — Epl:. ii. i.—3cr. *vi. 6, 
Iia. lii. 7, 8, and manyothfrs. 
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takes to he chief fpeaker, for I muft own, I have not 
ftudied this fubjec*, and therefore, I don't wifli to go 
oat of my depth. 

Evan. Well my dear friends, I content to yonr 
wifhes 5 and I mall begin by obfervirig, that human 
depravity is.manifeft in the adtions of ail, the 
infant and the youth, as well as in thofe who are ar- 
rived at riper years. All fliew by their conduct, that 
they are, what the fcripture fays they are, /'. e. all gone 
out of the way,f and that there is none that doetb 
good, no not one. The early propenfity to anger and 
wrath in infants, and their as rapid propensities to 
lying and revenge in childhood ; the ftrong inclinations 
to every vice, which our youth manifeft, may con- 
vince any thinking man that human depravity is an 
awful truth j a very mortifying reality, which to dif- 
pnte would but prove the faft. For, thofe advanced 
from youth to riper vears, but go-^n to prove, that the 
fountain of human nature is corrupt, and from thence 
the impure ft reams proceed. Nor is this limited to 
thofe who have no religious education, or to thofe 
whom bad examples corrupt : for fome of the bed of 
men have had the worft of children. A good Jacob 
has had a wicked Efau \ a good David has had a bad 
Abfalom ; and many good and excellent men iince, in 
every age, as well as in the preient, whofe children 
have had the beft inftrudtlons and the beft examples 
fet before them, and yet they have grown up in every 
vice, and turned out the worft of characters. My good 
neighbour Benevolus, is a ftriking proof of what I 
fay, he labours with all his might, both in prayer, in- 
ftru&ion, and example, to bring up the young ones 
tinder his care, in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord -, and in a folitary inftance or two, he has fuc- 
eeecled happily. But alas ! the majority have grown 
in vice, as they have grown in years, and dear man, 
he often laments that he is fo unfuccefsful ; and fays 
ke fears their very learning will become a curfe to 

tfeem ; 

+ Piaimxiv.3* & li. 3.— Rom, iii. 1% to 18* 
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them 5 for it appears to him, the more they know, the 
worfe they are. This however, is not the effect of 
learning, but of the bafenefs of their naughty hearts. 
However, this proves the depravity of human nature 
to a demon ft rat ion. And does not the general con- 
duel of all mere natural men manifelt the fame 
thing ? Do they not difcover the ftrongeft defires to 
gratify every carnal luft, and every corrupt propenfity ? 
Do not the greateft number by far, live in a total 
neglect of God, and in open rebellion .again ft him ? 
Do they not live in a courfe of fwearing, fabbath- 
breaking, and blafphemy ? yea, in the conftant com- 
nriflion of every (in. Is it not raanifeft to every fenfr- 
ble beholder, that this is the lamentable truth ? It is 
evident then, that all fieih hath corrupted its way, 
that human depravity upiverfally abounds, and that 
all men by nature^ are corrupt before God : and that 
the mod fhamefuU and mod abominable vices reign 
predominant in the lives and conduct of mod men 
living. Nor is either childhood or youth any better 
naturally, and in many, not better practically. Human 
depravity, therefore, is thedifeafe of all. For all are 
iinners without exception. All have, and all do 
tranfgrefs the divine law. 

Etbicus. But my Evangeli/ia will have the good- 
uefs to explain more particularly, what he means by 
fin and tranfgrellion. 

Evan. I will. Take notice then, that the divine 
law is a perfect, pure, and holy rule of eternal juftice ; 
which enjoins but that which is abfolutely good and 
holy -, as well as every way beneijeial to man : to obey 
therefore, was their happinefs both prefent and to 
come, to difobey, their mifery now, and their ruin in 
future. Therefore, the obedience it required was per- 
fonal, pure, and perpetual $ both in thought, word, 
and deed. Confequently, an impure defire* is a 
breach of it, for So/ewzow fays, The thought of wicked- 
nefs is iin : and our Lord intimates the fame fact 

relative 

• Matt. y. a.7 . 
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relative to impure inclinations. Therefore the purky o£ 
God's law extends even to the thoughts j and on this 
account David fays, I hate vain thoughts, but thy 
law do I love. But the divine law takes cognizance 
of words alfo, therefore, our Lord fays, By thy words 
thou ihalt be juftified,J and by thy words thou (halt 
be condemned. The obedience required by the law 
of God, confifts in purity of thought, and holinefs in 
all converfation $ even a fingle word not agreeable to 
its injunctions, is a fin. For fin is a tranfgreffion of 
the law, and an unholy word is a breach of it, an un- 
holy word is confequently a fin : and an action, that 
in any way contradicls it> mod be a tranfgreffion. For 
fin is a want of full conformity to all its requirments*. 
Now this holy law requires us to love th? Lord our God, 
with all our hearts, and our neighbours as ourielves. 
Therefore whatever is inconfiftent with pure and per- 
fect love to God, whether it be thought, word, or 
deed, is fin : and whatever is inconfiftent with felf- 
love, which we do to our neighbour, whether it be an 
a&ion, word, or.difpofition, is alfo a fin in the fight of 
God. For be it remembered, that. Secret anger unjufi 
cenfure, or any degree of lurking revenge, however 
fecretly we may cloke it, is viiible in the fight of 
God ; and his law forbids it, and commands us to love- x 
our neighbours as ourfelves.* The obedience, there- 
fore which alone can be acceptable to God, is perfect 
love to Himfelf, and finlefs obedience flowing from 
this divine principle. And the duty to our neighbour, 
which God requires us to pay, isihe fame affectionate 
regard for his perfon and welfare, as we cherifh for 
ourfelves, and fuch as we would wifli them to entertain 
for us. And every actionf which militates againft 
thofe principles of pure love to God and our neighbour, 
is a breach of the law ; and the fecret difpofition 
which leads to any word or aft inconfiflent with holy 
love, is likewife tranfgreffion ; and tranfgreffion is 
fin. For, fays the Apoltle John, Sin is the tranf- 
greffion 

% Matt. xii. 37. * Matt, vii, is, 

t Luke vi. 2i.«-Matt xxiL 37 to 40. 
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imparts. How miferably then are all thofe who die 
depending on their pwn imaginary righteoufnefs and 
fuppofed goodnefs. There is therefore, my Civicus, an 
effential change, a radical renovation absolutely necef- 
fary for all the fons of men, in order that they may be 
fared. 

Civicus. Pray fir, have the goodnefs to fay what 
that change is, which you fpeak of, and by what 
power it is effe&ed. 

Evan. I will my Civicus ; and let me obferve, our 
Lord calls this change, a being born from above. St. 
Paul calls it regeneration,* and alfo, a new creation.. 
St. Peter f calls it a being born again ; and in other 
parts of the new teftament true chriftians are faid to 
be born of the fpirit. Now this is not a corporeal, 
but a mental change ; and it is effected in and on the 
minds of faved finners by the agency of the Holy 
Ghoft, and no other power can effect it. By this 
divine agency, the foul is reftored to a found know- 
ledge of God, and made to fee and feel its aepravity 
and ruined condition -> and enabled to look to the 
Saviour by faith for everlafting life and to- rely on him 
only for it. Or in other words, regeneration is a 
fpir'ttual begetting by the power of the Holy Ghoft to 
faith in Chrift ; and a dependance on him only for falva- 
tion. And this faith ever includes mental illumination, 
J elf- knowledge, and (elf ahajement ; a trufting in, and 
an entire dependance of the foul on the righteoufnefs, 
death, and atonement of Chrift only, for acceptance 
with God : carting all other hope away for ever. And 
alfo, this divine change is ever manifefted by found 
repentance and godly Jor row for tin, and turning frora 
if -, for hereby the dominion and ruling power of iin is. 
deftroved; and holinels of heart is implanted, and 
this faith works by love and purifies the h^art, And 
thus the mighty work is wrought j and without which 
work begun and carried on in your foul and mine. 
my Civicus, we can never be faved. For none btfide* 
fuch fouls, ever did, or ever can go to heaven. 

Etbicuii 

* Titus iik t. J I. Peter i. afc. t 
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Etbicus. But my dear Evangelijla, what then, do 
you damn to the pit of hell all thole who becaule 
they never pretend to any fuel) thing as regeneration, 
but who were never thelefs fober, religious and devout, 
and ftri&ly juft towards all men, and who walked 
humbly with their God -, iu the fame manner as yoa 
do the openly profane and llagUious ? Surely if you 
4o, you rrtuft entertain very unworthy notions of 
God, who is fo gracious and merciful ; as to tell us, 
that to fear him, and to keep his commandments is the 
whole duty of man ; and that he requireth nothing of 
us, but to do juftly, love mercy, and to walk humbly 
with him. What would you have us do more ? Are 
not thefe the words of the Lord himfelf ? 

Evan. Yes, my Et/iicus, thefe fcriptures are cer- 
tainly the words of God, and confequently divinely 
true, but by the tenor of your queries I am difpofed 
to aik, do you underftand them ? you alked, if I 
damned to the pit of hell the fober, religious, devout, 
&c. who never pretended to any fuch tiling as regener- 
ation. Now, you may remember, that Jefas Chrift 
has anfwered this query already, and faid to us, Verily, 
verily, I fay unto thee, except a man be born again, he 
cannot fee the kingdom of God.* So you fee 'tis not 
for opinion, nor for want of making pretences, that 
men are excluded from the kingdom of heaven, but 
for want of the faving change which our Lord infifts 
on ; and without which you and I are plainly told by 
him who cannot err, that we mall never be faved. 
But I fay, your queries make me fufpect whether you 
clearly underftand thole fcriptures you have quoted, 
my Etbicus 

Etbicus. Underftand them, Evangelifia! you do 
me a fine compliment now, pray are they not too plain 
to be mifunderliood by any man ; much lefs by 
a philofopher ? 

Evan. I know your philofophy, and refpect your 
fcientific underftanding, my Etbicus, but philofophersj 
are not always the belt divines 5 nor is found divinity 

the 
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the offspring of mere human reafon ; fomerhiug | \ 
greater th.m philofophy is wanting to make us wife 
to falvalion : and while you ufe your underftanding ig 
thefc weighty matters, permit me to ufe mine, while 
you proceed to give us your comment on thefe paffagej 
which you have quoted ; hereby we (hall fee if yon 
are more accurately informed than we ; and ihould 
that be the cafe, we mould be very glad to be better 
informed, therefore we will now liflen to your obfer- 
vations, if yo pieafe. 

Etbicus. Well, if it will oblige you, I confent. Take j? 
notice then, that it appears tome, that God, in theft J." 
words, is fetting before us the line of duty which we *' 
are to purfue, and (hewing us the condition of our 
acceptance with him, and defcribing to us what that 
obedience is which he will accept from us, if we here- 
by obtain his favor. Now if we (incerely comply 
with thefe requiiitions to the utmoft of our power, 
he will reward that obedience with his favourable re- 
gards j and blefs fuch men with everlaiting life. But , 
remember, it is fmcere obedience, and not feigned, 
which God accepts ; and for this he rewards the good 
man with eternal fa! vat ion, for he fays, do this, and 
thou (halt live. 

Evan. Dear Rtbicus, if this is all your philofophy 
can do for you, it is manifeft that you want a better 
guide : for though by its lights you can furvey the 
vifible heavens, and meafure the earth $ yet the glories 
of the fcriptures are hid from your view, an'd with all 
your penetration you have not explored the riches of 
the gofpcl. Now, though philofophy is excellent and 
important in it place, yet facred knowledge is infi- 
nitely more fo. The former you appear to have a 
good (hare of, but the latter you appear to be unac- 
quainted with. Excufe my plainnefs, for it is a fubjeft 
fo important, that it admits of no palliation or flattery. 
Therefore I ufe plainnefs not to offend, but to benefit 
you. 

Etbicus. Dear Evangelifta fpeak yourmird freely, 
I give you credence for your good intentions. 
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fivan. Dear Ethicus, you arc very obliging. And 
I I wifh to prove to you, that I would oblige you in the 
[ beft fenfe, by pointing out to you the only true way to 
! everlafling felicity. Now pleafe to obferve, that had 
you known the holy fcriptures properly, and under- 
stood their true import you muft have known, that all 
men by the fall, are become fo depraved and guilty, 
that to be faved by any performances of their own, if 
as impoffible, as for a capital convict to be acquitted 
by his obedience to be performed in future ; or as ira* 
potiible as it is for an infolvent to fatisfy his creditors 
for paft contractions by paying for future commodities, 
Now notice, there is no truth whatever fet forth more 
plainly in the fcriptures, than that of the total depra- 
vity of man by nature ; the deeply fallen date of all 
Adonis natural offspring, is there as clearly fet forth 
as the light of the fun when there are no clouds. But 
you, on the contrary, evidently imply, that there is * 
capability to do what thofe fcriptures youhave quoted 
enjoin. But herein is your great and fatal raiftake : 
for a corrupt finner can do nothing to pleafe God, any 
more than a capital offender can merit the king's par- 
don. And thofe fcriptures which you have refered 
us to, only point out what men ought to be ; and what 
regenerate fouls are made to be by divine grace, 
when this efficacious change is patted upon them, io 
proportion as the divine principles thereof prevail in 
their minds But you look over all this ; and great is 
your iniftake indeed. This proves, that though your 
philofophy may do much in natural things, it has done 
nothing for you in fpiritual things. Therefore, you 
want a better guide. Obferve alfo, thofe fcriptures, 
and all others of the fame import, they do not tell us 
that mere natural men can no thefe things, as you 
imply j but only mew us what grace does when it 
takes hold of the minds of men. Your doctrine of 
finccre obedience, therefore, is a non-entity, or fome- 
thing worfe than that ; for you make it a condition of 
eternal life. But the fcriptures fay, eternal life is the 
gift of God,$ through Jefus Chrift our Lord. Your 

% Rom. ti. S3. 
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conditional Jineere obedience, is more fatal than an ignis 
fatuus in a dark night among pits, precipices, and quag- 
mires ; and you will find it to be fo, to your ever/a/ling 
iofs, except your error be timely and radically corrected. 
Was man in a ftatc of innocency, having never fallen 
into fin, there may then be fome reafon on your fide, \ 
and fome importance in what you fay ; but we know j 
this is not the cafe, for the word of God, and our own ; 
obfervation, and experience, tell us, that man is deeply 
fallen. Do you not perceive that the word of God 
declares that we are born in fin,f and (hapen in in- 
iquity, and that we go aftray as foon as we are born, 
yea, the divine teftimony refpe&ing natural men is, 
that they are dead in trefpaffes and fins,§ till quick- 
ened by divine grace. And that all who are under 
the law, (profeffing fincere obedience to it, to be faved 
by it) are under the curfe ;* and it is very reasonable to 
conclude that it is fo, for you will not fay that your 
fincere obedience is without a flaw, either that which 
you profefs yourfelf or any other man, for the fcrip- 
tures tell us again, that there is not a juft man upon 
earth who doeth good and finneth not. Confequently 
there is not a human being living, or that ever did live, 
(Chrift only excepted) fince Adams fall, who can 
fay his heart, and life were always fo pure as the law 
requires; nor that he has always loved God fo perfectly 
and perpetually as he ought 5 nor that he has always 
loved and ferved his neighbour as himfelf. Then the 
contrary is true, there is none that doeth good and 
finneth not, no not one. All have finned and come Jhtrt 
of the glory of God. Short of that glorious and pure 
obedience which he requires, both reipe&ing himfelf . 
and our fellow men. Then hear what James the 
Apoftle fays, Whofoever keepetb the whole law, and 
yet offends in one point, he is guilty of all f He becomes i 
a violator of the whole law. Nothing lurely can be 
more decifive than this is r to (hew us that man is a 
finner, in himfelf, condemned and loft ; being totally 
irrupt before God. And as fuch he can no more 

reverfc 
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reverfe the fentence which God has pronounced againft 
him than a malefactor can reverfe the fentence of the 
law be has broken, and. for which he is juftly con- 
demned to fufFer and die, nor can he fatisfy the law 
and ju&ice of God by any fuppoied obedience of his, 
any more than one who owes ten thouf and pounds, can 
fatisfy his creditor by paying only one farthing. I hope 
my Et focus, you begin to fee your miftake -, and that 
it now appears evident to you, Jhat a natural man is 
a corrupt finner, juftly condemned by the holy law of 
God. That he has no more natural fitnefs for heaven, 
than an Ox has to live in the Sea, or a Ft/It to graze on 
the Land. And that therefore, he muft be born again 
or be damned. Mark. xvi. 1(3. 

Ethicus. You want not arguments, Evangelifta, to 
fupport your opinions, I confefs, but yet 1 am not con- 
vinced but that it is fttll true, that every man muft 
work out his ownfalvation. Does not the Apoftle fay 
as much ? 

Evan. No my Ethicus, he does not fay this to every 
man, for he is there fpeaking to a certain fpecific num- 
ber of believers in Jefu3, at Philippic whofe falvation 
was already wrought out for them, i. c. who being 
redeemed by the precious Blood of Chrift, had been, 
in confeqnence ofthat, called by grace, united to Chrift 
by faith, and to one another in chriftian love and 
church fclloiujhip : and who confequentiy were not an 
indifcriminate multitude, but a particular church of 
Chrift ; devoted to his honor and glory : and his mean- 
ing is, that thofe believers to whom he wrote, ihould 
nfe diligence to difcover their own terfonal interefi in 
the falvation which Chrift himfelt had effected for 
them. For it is not enough (for our comfort) to know 
that Chrift has redeemed all thofe who believe in him; 
but every faint wants a particular difcovery of his own 
individual intereft in that redemption ; and this blefling 
is promt fed, and therefore to be obtained, in the ufe 
of appointed means. Now this exhortation of the 
Apoftle is deligned to ftir up the Philippian Believers 

to 
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to ft diligent ufe of the means ; that hereby they may 
Obtain that comfort and joy in- believing chat an aflur- 
ance of their own intereft in Chrift would necerTarily 
infpire. And not to teach natural unrenewed men, 
that it is in their power to effect their own falvatiou 
by what you (fell fincere obedience. Can you fappofe 
that God would accept that which he forbids men to 
offer to him ? Have you never read that the Memi/bcd, 
the lame, and deformed* were forbidden of old to be 
offered to God in facrificc ? and do you fuppofe that 
God is altered now > Will he noiv accept of fihhy 
rags inftead of fine linen f Or will he accept im- 
perfe&ion and fin inftead of purity and perfection ? 
t)o you not know, or will you not be informed, that 
man has been pat in aftate of perfe&ion, but at the 
trial which put him to the teft he fell ? and that there- 
by he became abfolutely faulty and condemned ? Adam, 
you know, was the fountain of human nature, hi* 
pofterity are the ftreams which flow from that foun— 
tain ; and reafon will convince you, or any man who* 
will hear reafon, that fuch as the fountain is, fuch tho 
breams will be which flow from it. If therefore, the^ 
fountain" is corrupted the ftreams cannot be pure. A~ 
corrupt fountain muft fend forth impure ftreams ; for" 
philofophy will convince you, that no effect can rifes- 
above its caufe. Therefore if the parent of humanity 
became finful by tranfgreffion, the whole mafs of his? 
pofterity muft have been corrupted in him, and man 
now cannot be born pure. Polution is born with every 
child of Adams, family. And reafon further confirms 
the fad, by adverting to the pains and groans of dying" 
infants ; and to the incredible numbers who die under- 
one year's age , as well as to all the other dreadful 
evils which humanity fuffers in confequence of fin. 
For it is evident that a holy and righteous God does- 
not, and will not punifh pure creatures who never 
Offend him, but who are free from all defilement. No^ 
this can never be. But yet we fee infants fufter and- 
die, though they have not finned actually. It is evident- 
then, that the polution of nature io which every 
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child of Adam is born, hath in it the feed of every 
abomination, that ever was or ever will be committed. 
And therefore, the natural man, like the leper of old, 
can perform no acceptable obedience to God at all till 
his leprofy of fin is radically cured by fpiritual regener- 
ation. And this is the work of God only, and it 
is effected folely by his power. Therefore your fincere 
obedience can have no real exigence except in the 
perverted minds of pharifaical perfons. Let me give 
you a verfe to meditate on from the fweet finger of our 
evangelical IfraeL 

Wild and uawholefome as the root> 

Will all the branches be : 
How can we hope for living fruit 

From fuch a deadly tree ? 

Watts. 

Civicus. Dear Evanegllfta, I am flruck with your 
obfervations, and now feel pungently their invincible 
force. I am fully convinced, that both reafon and 
fbripture fupport your do&rine. Befides, I now feel, 
alas 1 the awful witnefs within, that it is true of myfelf 
in particular. I am, one of the fallen family of the 
firft Adam, and I now fee that my nature is as corrupt 
as you have defcribed it to be. Nor is my life more pure 
than my nature. O Lord, I am altogether finful, fallen, 
depraved,, and guilty ! I have broken the whole of 
thy righteous law, and deferve to fufFer for ever, its 
righteous curfe and thy juft vengeance. I now no more 
fay, I am as good as any of my neighbours, but feel 
that I rank with the worfr, of finners. And oh I tell 
me ! can there be mercy for me ! 1 have no excellency 
either of nature or practice, but am defiled and de- 
praved, both by original guilt and actual tranfgreffion. 
If mercy interpofes not in my behalf, I' fee I 
raufl perifh. I cannot entertain the finalleft hope of 
acceptance with God for any thing I ever did or ever 
can do. I fee, mercy alone, muft be all my plea. " God 
be merciful to me a finner," fuits me now as much as 
ever it did the poor publican of old, or any poor finner 
that ever lived. And if mercy fhould be fliewn to me, 
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there never was an object more abfolutely indebted to 
it than I mall be, nor any in whom its riches can be 
more magnified. My dear Evangelifta, do you think 
that one fo vile aa I may obtain mercy ? 

Evan. Dear Civicus } if you reel your need of mercy, 
and are heartily willing to accept it in God's own way, 
you cannot be fo willing to accept as he is to give. 
John, vi. 37. & x. 11. 

Civicus. I own that is good news, but my heart 
trembles while ray ears hear the welcome found ; for 
I think I can fay, I am heartily willing to accept 
mercy on the Lord's own terms, and to be fared in his 
own way. But fay ray Evangelifta, can you tell me 
the way by which tinners are faved ? This is what 
my foul wifhes to know. 

Evan. Dear Civicus. Take notice then, that the 
fcripture informs us moil amply, that as in Adam all 
his natural feed died,* fo all believers in Jefus (who 
are his fpiritual feed) fhall be made alive. The mean- 
ing of this is, that all thofe who fee their fin and feel 
their guilt, and believe in and depend on Chrift as a 
faviour, fhall obtain the forgivenefs of fins and ever- 
lafting life. For he came into our world to obey and 
fufFer for all his believing people, L e. for every poor 
iinner who feels his need of him, and longs to be faved 
by him, and he has 'fully effected the work be came 
to perform for guilty men, and now, by him all that 
feek falvation from him fhall be imparted to them the 
bleffing they feek, even life for evermore. It is for 
fuch as yon, my Civicus, that Jefus died, the juft for 
the unjuft, to bring them to God. Therefore, all thofe 
Who believe in him, have redemption through his 
blood, the forgivenefs of fins. And by him, all who 
believe in him, are justified from all things, from 
Which they could not be juftified by the law of Mofcs, 
or any obedience of theirs to any law whatever. And 
he cads out none who come to him, but faves them to 
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[ the uttermoft. Never did any finner, however 
great his crimes may have been, meet a denial, who 

f went to the Saviour for mercy. And my dear Civicus 

^ will find his love is dill as great, and that in going to 
the Saviour he will find a hearty welcome. For none 
fiver fought his grace in vain, nor fhall my Civicus 
have to fay, he fought the Saviour's mercy in vain. 
Jefus will not deny your fuit, no, he will receive you 

V gracioufly and love you freely. Therefore fear not, 

f but arife and go unto him. 

I Chxcus. Dear Evangelifta, I own this is delightful 
news, and my heart begins to feel the dawning of 
- hope, but yet, I cannot dived myiJelf of fear and doubt; 
: and that from a confeioufnefs which I feel of having 
, neglected and defpifed the bleffed Redeemer fo long, 
} and fo aggravatedly. O my Saviour ! I have neglected 
thee, I have defpifed* thee, and wilt thou have mercy 
1 on fucb a traitor as 1 have been to thee ? 

Evan, My dear Civicus may know the Saviour 
will not reject him if he will but regard his word. 
What is U ? Htm that cometh to me 1 will in no ivtfe 
caft out. Not on any account, not for any thing 
* whatfoever $ though his fins be red as crhnfon* or black 
as hell j they fhall be wafhed away entirely, and his 
foul (hall be white as fnow ; and he fhall be freely and 
fully juJftified and accepted ; his foul alfo lhall be feal- 
ed to the day of complete redemption, and made as 
happy in the love of God as if he had never finned at 
all.-f This is what our Saviour would have you 
to believe -, therefore doubt no longer, Jefus calls you, 
go to him. None have reafon to fear, but thofe who 
rtay away from him, and will not come to him,. There- 
fore be not faithlefs, but believe and be happy. 

Civicus, Dear Evangelijla, I think my foul now 
feels determined to rely on the Saviour, to believe in 
him, and to follow him to death ! But ah I I feel I 
have no flrength, nor any ability, but in the language 
of the evangelical poet, 1 would venture nigh, faying, 

A guilty, 

— * 
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A guilty, weak, and helplefs worm, 

On thy kind arms I fall. 
Be thou my ftrength and righteoufnefs, 

My Jefus and my all. Amen. 

Watts. 

Evan. Well, my dear Civicus, it gives me the" 
moft heartfelt fatisfa&ion to hear your happy and' 
blefted refolution. And from this delightful hour, 
may it be found by my dear friend, that he is become 
a difciple of Jefus, and a follower of the Lamb whither- 
foever he goeth y and happy in the Saviour's love. If 
this is really the cafe, and I truft it is, Owhat a blefied 
walk will this be to you my dear friend 5 and how 
happy mall I be that we have thus converfed ! 

Civicus. O that I may realize it ! and may ray life 
be from henceforth devoted to him who loved finners 
and died for them, and I would hope, for me alfo. 
And may the Saviour blefs you, my dear Ev angel ifta, 
and caute you to prove, that your la hour of love has not 
been in vain though bellowed on fuch a poor finner as- 
I, but may you be rewarded by our Lord a thoufand 
fold. Amen. 

Evan. Amen. I truft your prayer will be granted, 
both for yourfelf and me, and that we fhall have reafon 
to be thankful for this pleating, and this agreeable 
converfation, as long as we live, and that when our 
time on earth is fpent, I hope we fhall meet beyond 
death in eternal glory. 

Civicns* May the Lord be gracioufly pleafed to 
grant this, for the Redeemer's fake. Amen. 

Evan. Gentlemen, adieu. 

Civicus. Dear Evangelifta, adieu. 

Ethicus. Sir ; I wifh you well. . 
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DIALOGUE II, 



5 Second mornings ivalk and confer fat ion, 1. Civicu* 
-. led further tnto the depth of his fallen nature. 2. If 

* firippedof aU hope ana trujl in hint f elf ; and filled tuith 
i doubts and fears, 3. At this Ethicus is offended 
~" . aiid leaves them. 4. Civicus is enabled to hope and 

trufl in the Saviour, 

m 

* Civictrs and Ethicu9 meet Evangelista, and after 

mutual civility, Civicus thus began : 



i 



i rilVlCUS. Dear Evangeltfta. The weight of your 
a . *- / converfation, yefterday morning, is not worn of 
c: raj fpirits. x It has left an indelible impreflion I aflure 
c y ou > an ^ * l° n g to navc ** renewed. 
t{ • Evan. Dear Civicus, I am very glad to find my 
* converfation had fo good an effect ; and I traft my 
! hopes will be realized, and your prayers anfwered ; 
\: sad I hope our converfation will now be renewed to 
rj your fatisfa&ion, and our mutual benefit. And you, 
| my Ethicus, I hope you alfo are well difpofed to thia 
I kind of converfe ; we were agreeably entertained 

yefterday morning, and very profitably too. I hope 

oar pretent will not be lefs fo. 

Ethicus, Sir, you do me honor, and (thank heaven) 
I am as well difpofed to this converfe as before, for you 
mud know I take pleafure in thinking and f peaking 
on divine fubjedfcs. And particularly fo where reafon 
holds the throne, and the dignity of human nature is 
properly fupported, fori think the powers of reafon 
and fpeech were given to man that he might com- 
municate to his neighbour of that ftore of wifdom he 
may have acquired. 

Evan. I am ready to admit, that reafon, fpeech, 
and all the other faculties, were given to us for our 
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neighbour's good as well as oar own. And I will grant 
this to you, that rcafon is a noble faculty, and the gift 
of God, and a very great ble fling ; but while I grant 
this to you, hope you will grant this to me, vhs. that 
revelation* is the fupreme guide, and that it is the 
moft rational we fhould fnbmit to its di&ates, for 
you know the Deity fpeaks here ; and the Al- 
mighty cannot fa\fify, or flatter ; therefore if we fpeak 
confidently with fcripture, we need not be cen lured 
for fo fpeaking 5 or if we fhould, we may fafely defpife 
tfoch cenfure. 

Etbicus. I own there is truth in what you fay, and 
I am willing your obfervations to my neigh bout 
Chicus fhould be made without any interruption from 
mine. 

Chicus. It can be no interruption to us, dear 
Etbicus, to hear any judicious remarks you may have 
to make, for thefe may tend to mutual edification, and 
that will enliven the difcourfe, not hinder it. 

Evan. Certainly Sir, therefore my good friend 
Etbicus, I beg you will be free. 

Etbicus. I intend now, principally to hear, and I 
mean to abide by my intention. I may make a 
friendly remark or two now and then, if you pleafe, 
but I {hall hear chiefly. 

Evan. Uic your freedom and welcome, and' I (hall 
do the fame. The children of gofpel freedom are 
free indeed, may we each enjoy it in its utmoft extent, 
both now and at all times. 

Civicus. Amen., That is what I want my Evang. 
I feel I want it, my mind has been fo engaged and 
pgitated with the meditation of oiir part morning's 
conversation, that I could not fleep in the night. I 
was led into the depths of my native depravity and 
corruption, and made to fee and feel- the truth of your 
reafoning to fuch a degree, as I want words to de- 
fcribe. I faw the truth of your afl'ertion, that every 
man is now, not only a fallen creature, but that the 
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nature of every human being born into this world* is 
full of the feeds or* every abomination,* and I am con- 
vinced it is my own cafe j for I fee fo much of my de- 
pravity, that 1 loath myfelf before God. Yea, and I 
perceive clearly, that all my performances are fo 
mixed with finful infirmity, that I call my bed doings 
" but fo many Jbining crimes. I fee evidently that it is 
w wholly owing to fovereign mercy that I am not in 
. bell. And I now feel myfelf fo vile, that I am afraid 
[ to hope, that one fo finful as I can be faved. It is very 
clear to me, that the do&rine of St. James is divinely 
.. true (as you were obferving) that he who offends ia 
- one point is guilty of all ; has broken the whole law 
of God, though not in the outward a&, yet it is in the 
l : fallen heart, and confequently, the holy law of God 
curies the finner for it. For I now fee alfo, that the 
v law of God is, as David fays, fo broad that it extends 
e to every thought .f And I fee too, that Jefus Chrift 
i defcribes my heart, and the heart of every man born 
into this world, when he fays, Out of the heart of 
i man proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, &c. 
:■ Thus I difcover likewiie, that I am in this fenfe a 
r < violator of every precept of that law, in one way or 
other, either diredtly by aclual guilt, or indirectly by 
the naturej and confequences of (in. And furely, if. 
ever I am laved, it mull be by a miracle of grace 1 
But tell me, dear EvangtI/fia, can you believe that a 
wretch fo vile as I, can be faved ? 

Evan. Saved 1 my dear Chicus ! Why you are 
faved already** in the intention and purpofeoftbe 
great God,§ and redeemed by the precious blood of 
Chrift, and you have this evidence of it, that it is 
really fo, by your being faved in a happy degree from 
your native ignorance and felf-conceit. This is no 
fmall mercy. How came you to know yourfelf to be^ 

fo 
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fa rile row, 3-v ^zkH-:. fzrtaa\j. L>lcly,jM 
kDOw.ro:: were i"j gocc a atv ii'ii:i neighbours, foe 
Might too knew, lad wtrs i; fciprr e» anrof them. 
ButTourrWs iicUngid i: i':;nw. *i,d the reafon of 
this it, became your Keen i> .hsczra, and becaufe 
God ha.i fliewu yea :o y-_-.-:e;*. ii.ii made yon fee 
what you really art ; aai '.i.erecy taught you to know 
younelf, and lo lee yo^r cirn ln:e character in bil 
light, by ihewing you your picture ia the glais of fab 
law. But you knnw j ,.■!! con-d act hare feen your 
picture there, if Cicd haj :;;.i £:» cs ycu eves to fee it. 
This (hews that \ oil are in izTOt happy decree brought 
oat of the night of nature t: 'zeuc'sC arnesfsrc of that 
laving light wlii-I; beams from :'..: S-~ of Righleotis- 
nefs,* ai..'. L-niL'^ttv.s ev-:y re^cre-;.!^ iVclt who is 
lpirit ually barn iu the new w, -: J . I i*\ iaz grace. Id 
the natural world, you know it is i.i:;c.fCble to convey 
the beauty of ol.-.ur* by i- ■i-nis '■' - «v*n who is born 
blind, it ii abiuiutely necrrTary to.it he be blefl with 
the faculty of light befi.re he cm ice, or have any 
adequate idea of them. So it is in the w^rld of grace. 
You may tell a man who is in the night of nature, 
of his own det urn.it v and depravity, and of the beauties 
and glories of thrift, for age?, could you continue fo 
long, but except God give him a Spiritual fight, he 
will n at feehii own deformity, nor the beauties of the 
Saviour. And, roniequently, -.viil neither loath the 
former, nor admire the latter. But you fay you fee 
fo much of ftlf that you loath it. I am glad of it, nor 
do I believe you would ever loie the Saviour, till .you 
were brought to loath felf and hate fin. This, there- 
fore, in a good flj[n, my dear CSvfcut ; but then I would 
Blk, are you willing to be nothing, that Chrilt may be 
all in all in the matter of your falvaiion ? For I would 
Obferve to you, that a real Chriftian not only feel 
that therein no other way of falvaiion, but is difpofed 
molt heartily to approve of Chrift as the only Saviour; 
■tidliasuo with ordefire to have any other. But felf, 
and (in, and every thing which tends oppofed to 
Chrift, be calls away : aud relies on the Saviour only. 
. Do 



* Mil. iv, I.— II, Pet. i. 19. -f John. i. 9. 



( 37 ) 

Do you, my Cfatcus, thus approve of, and receive the 
Saviour ? He is to bis defciples, prophet, pried, and 
king. Are you defirous to have him fuch to you \ 
I muft fay, if your convi&ions are of the faving kind, 
as I take them to be $ you feel the abfolute need of his 
teaching in order to make you wife to falvation ; and 
of his atonement to do away your guilt; of his 
righteoufnefs, to juftify you $ of hisfpirit, to fanclify 
you 5 of his interceffion for you in heaven $ and of his 
kingly power and authority to fubdue his and your 
enemies, and to reign in you as he does in the 
heavenly world. If (rod has created in your foul fuch 
fentiments and feelings as thefe, no doubt remains of 
your being brought out of nature's darknefs into the 
fpiritual world of grace and light. 

Crvicus. I think I can fay I underftand, in fome 
degree, that Chrift is all this to his people which you 
have mentioned. I know 1 want him in all thefe 
refpects myfelf $ and that I muft have him as fuch to 
rue, or I muft perifh. This I know 5 and if my heart 
deceives me not, 1 think I can fay, that with all my 
powers I approve of Chrift, and chufe him as my only 
Saviour ; cafting all other confidence away. I would 
have Jefus for my Saviour, and I defire no other, as 
far as I know the feelings of my heart 5 and 1 would be 
faved by him from fin and felf. 

Evan. I feel pleafure at what you now relate, my 
Civicus, and take it to be evidential of found convic- 
tion, and alfo. of faving illumination. To have this 
knowledge of Chrift, and this approbation of him 
which you fpeak of, is to be illuminated by the divine 
Spirit, to be converted and born again of the Holy 
Ghoft : for furely you did not beget thefe feelings by 
your own power, nor could any power but that which 
is divine beftow them on you. How great then is 
your mercy ! 

Civicus. I own my Evangelifla, I never had any 
fuch views or feelings till your converfation awakened 
them in me 3 and then, I did not at firft, at all under- 
ftand you, but was filled with amazement at what you 
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faid. But while you were reafoning ou the fallen 
Condition of man, and his guilty, depraved* and curfal 
fiate, I began to have thefe views of myfelf, which I 
have now been defcribing to you. 

Evan, I am happy to hear this honeft confeffibu, 
and I freely tell you, I really think divine providence 
4ire6ted our foot-fteps to take that walk, in the fame 
^tenner as it direded the Woman of Samaria to the 
itt41. of old, when the blefled Jefus fat there in watt- 
ing till (he arrived. You came by when I was walk* 
igg, that we might enter on our yefterday's converge, . 
She was brought to the well by divine providence^ 
that Jefus might fpeak to her heart, the words of 
eternal life; and you were lent by, at the appointed 
feafon, when I was fent out to walk, that we might 
enter on that converfation, and you be benefitted 
thereby. How wonderful are the ways of our gracious 
Lord ! How deep his counfels J How kind his de- 
igns ! But now let me whifperin your ear. — I wonder 
If our friend Etbicus has had any of tbefe feelings. 

Crvicus, Indeed I can't fay j but I fear not. Do 
afkhina. 

Evan. I will. My good friend Etbicus, you 

have heard our converfation, and I dare fay have 
obferved what a ftrange alteration has been made in 
the feelings and views of our friend Civicus. Have 
you felt any thing like it' on your mind, my dear 
Etbicus? 

Etbicus . I like your converfation for the n?oft part 
very well, Gentlemen. But I cannot fay I underftand 
much of thofe impreffions and feelings which my 
neighbour has ex preifed. And, indeed ! to tell you 
plainly, gentlemen, the chief thing I concern myfelf 
about in religion is, to maintain and keep up a blamclefs 
and refutable department among my good neighbours and 
chrifhan friends. To be llri6tly juft and upright to<* 
wards God and my neighbours, is all I aim at, and all 
I want As for your religious impreffions, I leave to 
their votaries, and betake myfelf to a more rational 
and judicious way. I am told in the New Teftament 

that 
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that ho who fears God and works righteoofheft, 3s 
accepted of him. And. this is my choice, and my 
practice ; for no man can charge me with any evil* 
My neighbours may do as they like, but this is my 
way, and I intend to keep in it. 

Evan. I am not dtfappointed at your anfwer, fir, 
the fentiments you have now expiefled, are juft foch 
as I thought yon entertained (notice that, my Civicus) 
I thought you were of the felf-righteous tarn before* 
and now I find I was not miftaken ; but I fincerely 
wifh I had. For nothing appears plainer to me thatt 
this, that yon are juft in the very fpirit and ftate of the 
ieWMnd Pharifees of old, who trufted in themfelvea 
tfaa^t they were righteous,* and defpifed others. So h 
appears you do, nr ; but let us remind yon, that they 
were in all probability every way as ftricUy juft and 
devout as you can be : but for all that, you know, they 
were feverely reproved and rejected by our Lord Jefus 
Chrift. And should you die as you now are, there ia 
every reafon to believe, that you will (hare the fame 
&te. But O that this may never be your cafe ! 

Etbicus. I will live and die in my fentzmente, in 
fpite of all the mnfenfe of all the entbufiafls in the 
world, and abide by the confequences. 

jfant. Probably yon may, and fink to hell to th* 
bargain, for you moft not expect to fare better than 
your preKfecefTors, who, for ought I taio\r, were wife* 
and better than yon. But remember, to them the 
Saviour laid, Woe unto you Scribes and Pharifees 
Hypocrites /f Hotv can you efcapc the damnation of 
HeJif 

Efbicus. Fine candour this ! 1 took you to be a 
man of good breeding, but are thefe your manners* 
fir? Have you nothing but Damnation and HeU to 
fling at thofc, who though wiler and better than yduv 
are thus rudely treated by you, tor a drcum&antial 
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1 

difference of fentiment only. Oh fir ! I am quite 
disappointed in you, I took yon to be a gentleman of 
candour and liberal fentiment ; but I find I am quite 
miftaken, 

Evan. Sir, I mould be heartily glad to treat you 
flf a man enlightened of God, and converted to imn, 
at a believer in Cbrift, and confequently in the way 
of falvation ; and on that ground, fliould with the 
greateft good-will give you the right-hand of fellow- 
ship, and now do fo, were I not fully convinced I 
{hould injure you by fo doing. There is fuch a thing I 
flf a friendly feverity, and when that is needed, it is the 
greatefi cruelty to withhold it $ and a token of the 
trueft friend (hip to beftow it. And by that friendlhip 
am I now a&uated towards you, Mr. Et/dcus, and be- 
caufe I wim to prevent your going on in a courfe of 
fatal error. 

Ethic us. You may* keep this friendlhip of yours to 
yourfelf, fir, I want it not, 1 thank God I have a good 
heart, and my life is as good as any of my neighbours. 
Therefore you may as well keep your .advice, and give 
It to forae other. For the prefent I bid you farewell, 
and return. 

Evan. Farewell, fir, and I wifh you a better ac- 
quaintance both with your own heart, the word of 
God, and the Saviour. Farewell till the judgment 
day.— —Now my Civicus, you may fee by your neigh- 
bour*! condud what your own would be, if like him 
you were left to your own wifdom. Do you think 
yourfelf any wifer or better than he, of yourfelf. 

Civicus. No, my Evangelifia, I am fure I am not. 
If there is any difference, the bad fide preponderates 
In my fade. 

Evan. How is it then, that you have been brought 
to know yourfelf, while he remains ignorant ; feeing 
he is a man of as good understanding as you, and has 
bad the fame means as you, to have his mind informed 
as yours now is, both of his fin and mifery, and of 
Chrift Jefus, the tinner's friend ? 

Civicus. 
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ftcuT. I coo give no other reafon than this, it ia 
the Lord alone who has made the difference,* by hit 
illuminating fpirit, and of his own mere good pteaiure* 
I can account for it in no other way. 

Evan. That is the very thing. It is the Lord who 
Has made the difference ; you he has enlightened, 
tod he is left to his own fuppofed wifdom. The divine 
Spirit has opened your eyes, but his remain aa they 
were; and therefore you fee; while he remains Uhta, 
So divinely true is the faying of our Lord, Two men 
fliall be in the field, the one fhall be taken and the 
other fhall be left. I The one fhall be under the 
influence and teaching of the Holy Ghoft, and made 
wife unto falvation. The other fhall be left to hitn- 
felf. He whom divine mercy laid hold on, is directed 
to the good phylician, and his fpiritual maladies ate 
cured, but he who is left behind, retains his mental 
diftemper, and is likely to perifh in it, On the one 
hand how great is the mercy to the foul gracioUfljr 
taken ; and on the other, how awful is the end like to 
prove. But this fhews that my Crvicvs is a veflel «f 
mercy,* and a fubje& of fpecial grace, and now the 
Lord is making it known to you% 

Ctvicus. But let me aik my dear Mvangeitfla 5 may 
not a man be brought to know and feel this, without 
being made a partaker of fpecial grace ? 

Evan. Dear Chi cm, there can be no doubt but a 
man might be able to learn the Gofpel as a Syftem, and 
as a Syftem, he might be able to fpeak of and defend 
its doctrines. But the learning the Gofpel as a Syftem 
of do&rine, is one thing, and an heartfelt convi&ion 
of its reality and importance, is anotner. 1 might be 
led to adopt a found creed without having my heart 
affected or my life influenced by it* But when the 
Gofpel is brought home to the mind wkh effectual 
power, the foul is enlightened to fee. its beauty, arid 
made to feel its own abfolute need of ttftereft 

ifcetda 

* It Cor. iv. 7.<- Pfalm, ex. 3.— John,*. 27, &8, & Yi. 44. 

t Matt. xxiv. 41, as, 
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therein j and is hereby inclined J powerfully to chofe 
cordially this way of falvation which the Gofpel reveals 
in preference to all others, and to die to all other hope. 
And in this divine mirror, the glory, fuitability, and 
aU-fufficUncy of the Saviour is feen; and alfo his willing- 
nets to fave. Thus the foul is perfuaded and enabled to 
embrace, and rely on him alone for falvation. And 
J>e allured, my dear Civicus, wherever this is known 
and felt, there a work of grace is begun. A work that 
is divine in its origin, operation and completion ; for 
it is wrought by the Holy Ghoft. And if my 
Civicus can fay he has felt this, I will freely tell him 
God has begun a good work on the mind of my friend' 
And if fo, may you be able to fee it and take courage. 

Civicus. I believe I may fay I have felt all that 
you have now fa id, and that my feelings go to the 
utmoft of your obfervations, my dear Evangelifla ; and 
hope begins to be a little ftronger than it was, but I 
cannot fay without a doubt, that I have felt the- im- 
portant change which our Lord infilled on to Nico- 
demus, but I can fay, I love the Saviour, and trull in 
liim, and wifh for no other way of falvation. I delire 
to be faved as a poor, guilty, perifhing finner, to the 
glory of divine grace and mercy, without any thing of 
my own. And if I am not deceived by a falfe heart, 
1 think I delire falvation from every lin as much as I 
wifh for falvation from hell. But can I hope that I 
have felt that all-powerful change called the New 
Birth? 

Evan. Why my Civicus, had you thefe feelings 
ever fince you were born ? Did they fpring from 
nature think you ? Or did the Adversary give thefe 
feelings to you ? 

Civicus. No my dear friend, I had not thefe feelings 

Jay nature, nor ever fince I was born, nor do I believe 

the Adverfary either could or would give thefe feel* 

ings to me ;, and yet I tremble to fay I have felt .the 

change called the new creation. Gal vi. 15. 

Evan, 
t Rom, ix, *3,— P&Ijjj, ex, 3,^Rcy, zxii. 17. 
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Evan. But have you not new views of yourfelf?' 
and new difcoveries of the Saviour ? Do you not fee 
fin to be odious and hateful, as well as definitive ? 
And, did you not once love it as much as you now hate 
it ? Do you not defire holinefs from the Saviour, as 
well as bappinefs ? And would you not be like him 
and live to his glory, as well as be faved by him ? Say, 
my dear Civicus, are thefe your genuine feelings or no ? 

Civicus. I think I can truly fay, thefe realljrare 
my genuine feelings and defires ; and truft I ihatt 
never reft till I have a full realization and enjoyment 
of all you have been fpeaking of. But yet, I want 
more fatisfying evidence of my being born again : for 
I would neither deceive nor be deceived, on this moft 
important fubjedr, for a million of worlds. O my Sa- 
viour ! fhew me what I am in thy fight. 

Evan. O my friend, what an alteration ! You, 
who were lately as good as any of your neighbours ; 
(though no doubt you allowed yourfelf in many indul- 
gences of a iinful nature, and were bed pleafed when 
y our corrupt proper) fi ties were gratified) ; now, all thefe 
are thought of with forrow and felf-loathing, and deep 
humiliation, and this is as it ought to be. And fay, is 
not this your cafe ? 

Civii-us. I thing I can fay, yes, it really is. But I 
feel fuch remnants of latent fin, that make me fear I 
am not favingly renewed, and this cafts me down, 
for I want to get free from them. I have prayed for it 
again, and again, but I find fin yet remains. And, 
will you fay that this is confiftent with regeneration ? 

Evan. No doubt of it at all. — Yes, my Civicus, the 
regenerate feel this,* and they will feel more or lefs 
of it till they get to glory j and you muft expect to 
(hare in the trial (for it is a trial) as well to you, as to 
all the faints. Therefore, this mighty mental renova- 
tion, which you have now been relating as your own 
experience, is actually that very important change 
which the fcriptures call a nevo creation, or a being born 
again. There is created in you, by the power of the 

divine 

»Rom, vii, 9, t* the end.— Gal, v # 7,— I. John, i, 8. 
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divine Spirit, a knowledge of yourfelf as a loft perinV 
teg; finner^ which very lately you had not : alio a 
knowledge of the Saviour as he is revealed to the 
Gofpel: and of the Lord, as a fin-forgiving God through 
Jiirn $ whom to know is life eternal. Very lately yog 
were as ignorant of all this, as the beads that perm 
Moreover, there is a hatred to fin, and a love to hoK- 
nets imparted to you; and what is yet more, there is s 
hearty love to the Saviour, and the moft chearfhl 
willingnefs to obey him, as well as to be faved by him* 
given to you. Do you not feel your foul thus fewer' 
fully inclined and difpofed I 

Civicus. At leaft I can fay, I think I do, and that 
I cannot be fatisficd without this. 

Evan. Then let the words of the Apoftie John 
decide your cafe ; Every one that isveth, is born of God, 
and knxrweth God* You feel love to God, which will 
not let you red without a likenefs to God j this {hews 
the reality of the divine change. Surely then, the 
new creation is begun in you, and you are paned 
from death unto life : and the fame hand which begun 
the work.f will carry it on and finifh it. But before I 
have done, I with to recall to your rcmemberance, 
that faying of our Lord ; Tree menJhaU be in the field, 
the onejball be taken and the other Jh all be left, Mercy, 
my dear Civicus, took hold of you, and left Ethicus to 
follow his own ways \ The confequence was, you 
know, be left us ; and St. John tells you the reafoa, 
he %vent out from us, beoaufe he ivas not ofus.% That's 
the reafon j but oh \ wonderful grace to you ! And 
what an awful judgment to him ! But the Lord of 
all does right, both in the methods of his grace, and 
the judgments of his hand. Let my dear Ctvicus learn 
to adore that mercy by which he is diftinguifhed from 
pharifees and hypocrites, who place all their hopes on 
empty notions, and who, confequently, remain in the 
congregation of the dead. And while we are called 

to 

» I. Join, fey* 
I Fhil. i, 0,— »Ron>. viii. 36, to the end,— Job*, x, %}, 

t LJoh*» ii. ft*. 
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» obferve the wonders which grace has performed for 
3U, and for me, let us try if we can tune our hearts 
id our voices, to celebrate the high praifes of our 
ractous and merciful God and Saviour, in ringing the 
>Uowing Hymn. I perfuade myfelf, "that it is fuited 
> your feelings, and that it will enliven your foul, 
Kpand your powers, and make your heart to be mufi- 
al with Jehovah's praifes. 

HYMN. 

The awakened Sinners confcfjion and comfort. 

1 MOST kind and gracious Lord, 

My guilt I now confefs ; 
I have thy holy laws abhor'd, 
And madly fcorn'd thy grace* 

2 I was conceiv'd in fin, 

And born a child of wrath ; 

And all my actions have been in 

The road that leads to death. 

3 Averfe to all that's good, 

And prone to all that's ill ; 
In love with fin, I hated God, 
And ferv'd the prince of hell. 

- ^ 

A Thus in my mad career, 

The downward road I ran 
Regardlefs how I fhould appear 
Before th' eternal Throne. 

5 But blefled be his name ! 

His grace prelerv'd me dill ; 
Till he my enmity overcame, 
And turn'd my ftubborn will. 

6 All glory to the Lord, 

His matchlefs love and grace 
Has on my finful foul beftow'd, 
Free pardon, life, and peace. 

7 Eternal praife be given 

To our redeeming King : Let 
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Let all the Saints in earth and heav'n, 
Hit great falvation fiog. 

8 Twai Chrift's own fovereign love, 
That tara'd my ftubborn heart, 
And made my fool his grace approve, 
And bid my curie depart. 

Cruicus. Dear EvangcGfia, I thank you fbrthfeli 
Hymn. I can fing it with all my heart, for it expreffif II 
the very feelings of my mind j one would think yoa ft 
had made it on purpofe. I feel every line of it applies 
to my cafe, one would think your cale had been fimilir 
to my own 

Evan. As face anfwereth to face in a glafs,* fo the 
heart of man to man $ and the cafe of one chriftian is 
often pourtrayed by that of -another j this is exactly the 
cafe here. Thefe lines were the feelings of my own 
mind more than twenty years ago, and many, and 
many a time fince. For I too have reafbn to complain 
with you, that I have not got rid of the remnants of a 
body of fin. Nor am I yet out of the reach of the 
darts of Satan ; nor have I any innate ftrength of. my 
own to overcome him ; but tbmetimes I can ; I am 
ftrong in divine ftrength, I never can be ftroqg in anj 
other. 11. Cor. xii. 9. 

Cruicus. Indeed ! What, my Evangilfta feel lib 
this ? 

Evan. Juft fo, I^uTure you, for I have the fame 
fort of heart as you have. 

Cruicus. Then I truft I have the experience of a 
chriftian. For rey cafe has been now expreftcd bf 
yours moft exa&ly. Oh ! how good to have the coun- 
fel and conversation of a chriftian friend I I could 
not have thought any good man ever felt like me, but 
now I find you do. It is a comfort to know my cafe 
is not lingular ; and from this happy moment I truft 
I (hall retain a fenfe of the love and mercy of my 
Saviour, to me the viieft and chiefeft of finners. 

Evan 

* Fwv. savii. 19. 
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Evan. I am truly happy to find I have been io 
any meafore the helper of your joy. May you now go 
on in divine ftrength, looking to the Saviour, for re- 
member your ftrength is in him, and not in- yoorfelf > 
and while he upholds your goings you will be fafe. 
Look to him and depend upon him for all you want ; 
and all your real wants will be fupplied. Wtnraft 
now pert, time reminds us of our duty and our callings, 
and to that we rod now attend. But let us meet on 
the next Sabbath at the Home of God : and there I 
hope we fhall enjoy his gracious fmiles, and be cheared 
with his heavenly love. Till then I bid you adieu. 

Crvicus. Dear Evangelifta, adieu. — But let me have 
a (hare in your fupplications at the divine Throne. 

JBtww. Let that be mutual, my dear Friend. Amen. 



it 

;\ 
al' 
is 
J 
to 
n? 
m 

nc 



DIALOGUE III 

On the Sabbath Morning Civicus meets Evangelist A 
at the Houfe of God,* And before *worflup began, they 
difcourfed atjbihivs : 

(WICUS. Dear Evangelifta, I am thankful for be- 
^ ing fpared to fee the beginning of a new Sabbath 
to txe, and for that I have met you here. But I freely, 
own I refemble a perfon nfhered into a new world, 
nther than an inhabitant of Zion ; but I am happy. to 
be brought hither at laft, and very glad to meet you 
in this place. 

Evan. I partake of your pleafure, my Friend, and 

am 



a 
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1 -I AEwrngtlittu, agreeable to his name, was a Chriftian Preacher, 
^1 k a Church of the primitive order, where there is a Jiattd Pajhr t 
oy| *4 a number of pious and gifted members, whom God has 
qualified to preach the Gofpel, aod the Church approved for that 
^ - week. Oik Friend E. is one of them. — But we confefs that this 
ibews what the Churches outfit to be, rather than what they art 
in general at prefent.— See AQs, xiii, l, 2, 3. 



rsH-r -r:r w •: fad ym te~. Aad, ma j the 
Lord «-f "*«i3cac:i :^ed issi ieav-rtr Infcrace on each 
of iai. ami «rhe encs— Titan: ir " *irr» : izd sake rfc i 
delightful icripaffc rf t: 



Crcunn. Amen. Lard grant ir. I hambly pray 
thee, ror thy name Like ' .And grace we may be 
r&ya.:y r>d asd eacerr.tir*rd in lit hrm/r this daj. 

Bat mT £v«cr. Ben* fccfa a c?fire r I fear I (hall 
be awk * srd in your mode ct w rthip. I hope yoa will 
rxcJjt that. Prav who is vcar sinitter to-dav ? 



£c .wr. A j to tb* f •inner, ycc :ejt well be eafy, for 
cur rnvle cf worth: p La =o i-rricacies in it, and you 
will n>id it eafy tc practice. And a* to the latter yoa 
■lay «eil eicufe me. fLr rocr ey*« **il! fbon convince 
you who t:.e mir.^ter :?. Seek : hi divine prefeoce 
and aiuflarice, at*- jcu -a 111 be L-iablv employed. 

Civic ut. I Vs: pardon ray Evav^jia, I underftood 
not your honorable character till now 5 for you wear 
no cannon ir.«iU. 

En fan. So pardon is wanted where no tranfgreflion 
if committed ; and as for the ulelels cannonicals, we 
leave to our neighbours, and covet onlv the ornaments 
of gni<.<:, and the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

Civirui. I feel real pleafure at this information, and 
likr it nil th*; better ; for thefe are the ornament! 
which (*o(l approve*, and that is belt of all j bat tbe 
otliT orii.im'iits may be difguftful to him, for aught I 
know. Hut f hope now I am come to the Mountain of 
Myrrh, mid the Hill of Frankincenfe 5 to be delighted 
with litrred odours, and refreshed with the good wine 
of I lir kingdom. 

Evitn. Miiy it be proved to be fo, by you, and 
Jill ptHriit. 

Civics in now put into a convenient fitting, and 
KiHtHveff/iit rrlirc* to the Veftry for a fhort fpace.-— — 
M«w lio alcciuU the Pulpit, and gives out the following 

HYMN. 
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HYMN. 

1 SOURCE of everlafting love, 
Send thine influence from above $ 
Now diffufe thy grace abroad ; - 
Raife our fouls to thee,0 God. 
That with pleafure we may tafte 
The delicious gofpel feaft : 
Here let every waiting mind, 
Soul-reviving comfort find. 

2 Thine unchanging boundlefs love, 
Sent the Saviour from above, 
To redeem the guilty race, 
Who had forfeited his grace : 
For poor finners, fuch as we, 
Jefus bled upon the tree. 

Let us now by faith embrace 
Chrift, and all his goodnefs tafte. 

3 This we know belongs to them, 
Whom the Saviour did redeem j 
They who feel the pow'r of grace 
Drawing them to feek his face : 
And we truft this day to fee, 

We like them, now bleft {hall be $ 
And, adorn'd in his rich veil, 
Now (hall eat the gofpel feaft 

4 Blefled Saviour, let us be 
Daily growing like to thee j 
Till in glory we appear, 
All its bleffednefs to {hare : 
And, while we are on the way, 

t Vifit us in love each day : 

And, when we {hall breathe our laft, 
Bring us to the heav'nly feaft 

All the while the Hymn was ringing, Civicus was 
emnly attentive, and appcar'd to be greatly de- 
;h*ed, 

E EvafigiSfta 
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Evangclifta now read one chapter out of the old tef- 
tament, and another out of the new. During which 
time Civtcus was all attention. Then Evangeltfta 
began his Prayer without aray precompofed form, and 
to the following effect, j 

THE PRAYER. 

HEAVENLY Father, we approach thy gracious 
throne in the acceptable and all prevailing name 
of Jefus, our great Mediator, and kind interceflbr 5 
believing that there is one God, and one Mediator 
between God and man, the man Chrift Jefus : we 
offer our adorations and petitions to thee through him. 
We adore and worlhip thee, O Lord, as our creator, 
and kind and conftant benefactor. Thou holdeft our 
fouls in life. Thy vifitation preferves our fpirits. To 
thee we now look for all that merciful and gracious 
aid, we fland in need of, at this time, to enable us to 
worfhip thee acceptably, with reverence and godly «■ 
fear. We confefs we have no worthiuefs at all to plead 
before thee, for we are guilty and depraved creatures, 
both by nature and by practice. Our natures are cor- 
rupt, and our lives have been unholy, ever iince we 
had a being. And it is to thy mercy alone, that we 
are indebted for our prefervation from .ruin, from 
death and from hell. Our bed performances are Co 
much mixed with our iinful infirmities, that we cannot 
fay of any one of them, behold tins is pure. We can- - 
not boaft of any goodnefs that we have done, «or that 
we can do ; but we muft confefs, our vilenefs and our" 
guilt is fuch, that we have not only made ourfelves 
finful and guilty, but have thereby rendered ourfelves 
weak and incapable of vdoing any thing to deferve thy 
notice, or to fave ourfelves. Our hearts are unclean, 
our words have been unholy, and our actions have been '. 
conftant tranfgreffions of thy holy and righteous law. j 
Therefore, as finners condemned and ready to perifh, 
we come with the publican's prayer, God be merciful 
to us finners. O pardon our crimes, forgive our guilt, 
and fhew every feeking (inner now prefent, thy great 

falvation. 
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falvation. And any foul brought to a knowledge of 
himfelf and of thee, let fuch now be enabled to be- 
hold thee as their God ; and reveal to them thy cov- 
enant love, and let them read their title clear to man-* 
fions in the Ikies ; and may thy peace fill their fouls. 
Feed all thy children now prefent, with thy heavenly 
manna, and let them drink largely of the wine of thy 
kingdom. Strengthen the weak, comfort the feeble- 
minded, raife up the down-call, and deliver the 
tempted foul from the powed of the Adverfary. Re- 
ftore backfliders, and fuch as feel thy frown, and 
mourn thy- abfence, let them now be favoured with 
thy fmiles. Chace darknefs from the doubtful, clear 
the views of the wavering, and confirm them in the 
full belief of thy truth. And let thoie who are re- 
joicing in thee, be at thy feet in humility while their 
joys are increafing. Convert the carelefs, and give 
repentance to the rebellious, and let finners of every 
fafcription now feel thy new creating power, and turn, 
and live. To this end clothe thy word with the energy* 
of thy Spirit, and let all prefent- feel that God is with 
' us of a truth. Give us a reviving feafon, and {hew 
ns that this is to us thy time of love -, and make this 
the beft Sabbath to us that ever we enjoyed. Let the 
Speaker feel thine afMance, and do thou fill his foul 
with heavenly treafure, and help him to give a word 
in feafon to every foul, which {hall be properly fitted 
to their every necefiity, and well fuited to their feveral 
cafes: thou knoweft the wants of all, and thou canft 
give a fuitable portion of fpiritual meat in due feafon. 
To thee we now look for a full fupply of all our real 
I wants. Spirit of the Lord, breathe on thefe {lain, thati 
| they may live, and then they {hall live to thy glory, 
f In like manner blefs all the airemblies of thy faints, in 
i every place throughout the world. May the divine 
influences be largely poured on all thy minifters and 
people, The Lord blefs them through all the earth. 
May God in his mercy look on the world lying in 
wickednefs, and fave them from the bondage of fin 
and fa tan. Overturn the kingdom of hell in every 
part of the world, and let all men be fpeedily freed 

from. 
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Aom all its influence and injuries in every refped : 
and let thine own mod bleffed kingdom come, and 
thy will be done, on the earth, as it is in the heavenly 
world. Put an everlafting end to war, and the fhed- 
ding of human blood, and teach all men to live in 
unity, peace, and love. Let univerfal friend (hip 
blefs the whole earth. May human governments be 
founded in righteoufnefs and true juflice, all over the 
world. May our own be efpecially fo : and our coun- 
try hereby become a happy nation. May our rulers, 
both fupreme and fubordinate, be men of God, men of 
juftice, mercy, and faith. May the people be reformed 
and evangelized ; and thy churches in our land be 
revived, edified, multiplied, and profpered, and made to 
grow in grace, gifts, and numbers. May all the earth 
be blcflcd with the gofpel's joyful found. And may 
we and ours be all partakers of thy falvation. Let 
this be a penticoftal fealbn to our fouls, and a fore* 
tafte of the bleftednefs of the heavenly world ; and a 
pledge of our being brought thither, in thine owa 
time and way. Pardon all our fhort-comings, and blefs 
us above all that we can afk or think, for the fake of 
Jefus Chrift, who loved tinners and died for them ; 
and whom we worthip, with the Father, and the Holy 
Spirit, the one living and true God, to whom be 
Bicribed the Kingdom, the Power, and the Glory, 
forever. Amen. 

During prayer, there was .a general folmenity and 
fervor, and Civicus appeared to be peculiarly cordial 
and devout. 

They now fung, to the praife of God again, 
the following 

HYMN. 

1 GREAT God, thy matchlefs nature is 
A fountain of infinities ! 
Tranfcending thought I beyond the fight 
Of men, and all the worlds of light ! 



% With thee is perfect holinefs, 
And everlafting life and blifs ; 



Thy 
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Thy grace confers eternal joy, 

On all who to the Saviour fly. 

« 

3 Moft pure and holy is thy name, 

Thy wonderous works are all the fame ; 
Thy boundlefs grace hath depth and height, . 
Beyond all thought 'tis infinite 1 

4l Thy judgments are a mighty deep, 
Thy juftice does her reign ftill keep : 
When on thy foes thy terrors light, 
Thy work is pure, thou doeft right. 

5 All things are prefent to thine eye, 
Through time and to eternity ; 
Thy purpofe fix'd, unmov'd remains ; 
And changelefs are thy great defigns. 

6 Eternal King 1 thyfelf reveal j 
Open to us thy written will. 
Now while we at thy foot-ftool fit, 
My we the heavenly manna eat. . 

THE SERMON.. 

Luke, xv; 4, 5. 

What man of you, having an hundred Sheep, if he lofe one 
of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in the ivilder- 
nefi, and go after that ivhich is loft, until he find it, 
and when he hath found it, he layetb it on hisjhoulders 
rejoicing. 

IN this chapter, it is evident, that our blefifed Lord 
, fpeaks of his elect and redeemed people under the 
fimilitude of Sheep -,* and holds forth to us, their 
natural ftate, under the idea of loft Sheep* Now this 
is the exact fimilitude of their ftate and character, by 
nature and practice : they are a part of the great family 
• of fallen Adam, and as fuch, are ftraying like loft 

Sheep, , 

• John, x. 15.— z6. 
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Sheep, as the reft of mankind are. And, wot. they 
not fought out, and brought back to the fold of Chuff, 
by his own power and wifdom, they would wander 
eternally, and never find their way to happinefs 
or heaven. But, being the objects of the Father's 
choice, they are likewile of the Son's redemption, and 
they rauft therefore become the habitation of God the 
Spirit. For, as a Shepherd who has a flock of Sheep, 
compofed of a certain, fpecific, and definite number, 
fo are thefe. And as the Shepherd knows well if tat 
one of his Sheep is miffing ; and as he fcts a value on 
them all, he will fend and fetch the one that is gone 
aftray, and caufe it to be again incorporated with the 
flock, and again to reft in the fame fold ; juft fo it is 
with Chrift and his ftraying Sheep. Only this is to 
be noticed here, the parable fpeaks of an individual 
Sheep, but the individual is the emblem of all tbe 
whole flock of Chrift, for they have all gone aflray 
without exception. And therefore, the great Shep- 
herd and Birtiop of fouls, has undertaken to find every 
one of them himfelf. And that this may be fully 
effected, he has, in the fir ft inftance, redeemed them 
by his own mod precious blood, from the hand of (in- 
avenging juftice,* and the carfe of a broken law,J 
under which by their fin they had fallen. And now 
being redeemed, they are his own peculiar property. 
Therefore he calls them emphatically bis Sbcep. And 
they are his by the Father's donation, and his own 
purchafe ; therefore they are his, both by power and 
purchafe. And this being the cafe, he will have every 
one of them. All that the Father givetb me,§ fays he, \ 
Jball come to me, &c. The price of his blood, then, 
fhall be the jewels of his crown, and that crown he 
flioll eternally wear ; and the joys of his kingdom tbey 
Ibell eternally {hare. And, though infidels may laugh, 
and the phanfees may murmur and rail ; now as well fli 
of old ; yet the iheep of Chrift are fafe ; nor fhall any 
one of them fail of that inheritance! | to which they 
chofen. But 

* Eph. i. 7. Col. i. ia. — Heb. s. 12. 

IGal. iii. ia. ^ John, 6.— 37. 
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' Bar, for order's fake, I intend to fpcak an my textin- 
.he following way. 

I. Notice the companion of the great Shepherd. 

II. Qbferve the date and condition of his Sheep. 

III. Notice the joy of the Shepherd, at the recovery, 
uid restoration of his Sheep. 

Fir/I then, I am to notice the companion of, the 
great Shepherd. And here I rnuft fay, it is the com- 
panion of a God. Yes, our great Shepherd is alfo the 
everlaliing God,* the maker of all things, the pre- 
ferver of all things, and the judge of quick and dead.f 
And therefore, he doth in heaven and on earth what* 
ever pleafeth him. He has all power in his hands, 
and therefore, if his love refolves to blefs, his power 
is able to effect and confirm the grace. The com- 
paflion of pur divine Shepherd, muft therefore, be 
infinite. We, who are the Sheep of his paftuxe, have 
a. Shepherd who has boundlefs companion. And 
though millions of redeemed fouls have been drinking 
of this fountain for ages and generations fucceflively, 
they have not leflened it a fingle grain> and when un- 
numbered millions more fhall have drunk at it to eter- 
nal ages, this companion fhall .remain the very fame 
as when it was mamfefted to the firft redeemed 
(bul. For our Jefus is the fame, yefterday, to-day, and 
forever.};. And his divine, companion is an infinite 
ocean without bottom or ihore- ; it can neither be 
exhaufted nor leiTened 5 no, not to eternity. But as it 
was, it is now, and ever will be, the fountain of living 
waters, that cannot poflibly be diminifhed one fingle 
drop, though unnumbered-millions are eternally drink* 
ing at it ! They drink, and never ceafe, but are con- 
ftantly drawing from it full draughts of perfect 
pleafure. And this companion has fixed upon you, ye 
fin~Jick foids ! It has made you its objects and there- 
fore every one of you will be by it made forever happy. 
And this happinefs lhall be ever growing, without 

hjfemtg 
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leffeninr the fountain that feeds it. Think of this and 
be glad. All other fupplies wafte the original, but 
this is a fountain of infinite ftore, which cannot be 
diminifhed, no not in the fmalleft degree. Oh ? how 
rich then, are all they who are replenished from 
hence ! And what a fuperlative mifcry, not to be 
acquainted with it ! But you who have jnft began to 
fet out in the divine life, fee to what a fair and fuR 
inheritence you are born : and it is referved in heaven 
for you, and ye are kept by the power of God, and 
comforted by the way with delightful and refreshing 
draughts, till at lad ye fhall all come to enjoy the full 
pofleflion. Oh ! then, lift up your eyes and fee the 
fair country to which you are going, and let your 
hearts and voices fing for joy, in the fweeteft notes of 
love and praifc, for your perfect bleflednefc draweth 
nigh. Let not any one fay, that his cafe is too bad 
for him to be made acquainted with the fweets of 
divine companion j for that cannot be; becaufe, the 
fin and guilt of the 'very vuorft living, or that ever lived, 
is but finite, and produced by the power of a creature, 
who is vaflly limited in his powers : but divine com- 
panion is infinite in its nature, and boundlefs in its 
duration. There is, therefore, no room for doubt or 
difcouragement, but matter of joy and praife, for 
every one who feel his want of it. But in the next 
place, 

2. I would obferve, that the companion of our 
great Shepherd, is as free as it is full ; it is not to be 
purchafed by human merit, but it refpects thofe only 
who have nothing to bring.* The poorer the wretch, 
the welcomer gueft : the undone and loft, are the 
obje&s of its benevolence, for its defigns are to make 
«■ iinners rich, and miferable finners happy. Proud 
irifees are rejected, as the whole tenor of 
context will (hew \ but poor publicans, who feel 
are fuel), are its welcome guefts : therefore, no 
ttting (inner need fear, for our good Shepherd 
Wft out none of his ftraying ones, who wifh to 

return, . 

* Ifuafc. liv. i, a. 




etarn. All who come begging an intereft in his free 
avour are fare to find the moft cordial welcome, and 
he arms of his companion are ever open to receive 
hem. And thofe who come, are cteanfedk) the fountain 
t has opened for fin and nncleanneffr; the filthieft are 
nirified, and the guiltieft are freely and fully par- 
loned and juftified. His com pa (lion m vires the moil 
inful of the human race, to come and partake freely 
>f full j unification, free pardon, adoption, and fan&|£- 
:ation, and complete and eternal happinefs. Let me- 
iow give you a very fuitable verfe in this place* 

Come needy, come guilty,. 
Come loath Tome and bare ; 
You can t come too filthy,. 
Come juft as you are* Hart. 

This is certainly a true, and very evangelic verfe ;. 
therefore I quoted it here, as a fuitable illuftration of 
what I have been laying above. It contains the 
very nature of the gofpel invitation to poor finners, and 
is expreflive of that companion of which I have beea 
fpeaking. And be allured that Jefus fends this invi- 
tation to every one of you now prefent, who are wish- 
ing to partake of the benefits of his falvation. Stay- 
away no longer then, but come now, and partake of 
the riches of infinite companion. But in the next 
place, 

3. It is changelefs companion. Thofe who are 
now the objecb of its benevolence fhall remain fuch 
forever. It is not a temporary regard that it pays to 
its obje&s, but it is eternal life which it gives them, 
and they (hall -never perijb, fays our divine Shepherd. 
The defigns which this companion forms refpeding 
any one, of Adams fallen family, remain the fame 
from eternity to eternity, a^.d the blefling it bellows 
is cverlafting life ; nor can they be dif-inherited by any 
power or adversary whatever. Therefore your, fears 
of tailing into perdition by fome adverfary or other. 
are all groundless. Ye weak believers $ ye Lambs of 
bis fold are as dear to him as the Sheep of his pafiure ; 

for 





( 60 ) 

again felicitate jour fpirits. The lord may male 
you feel the (mart of broken bones, and caufe yon to 
feel all the pains of fo diftrefling a ftate : vet, remem- 
ber, that his love is dill the fame, and that he batcf 
trotting away 5 and therefore will not put away tk 
rackfhder who returns to him. He fays to fuch, Tak 
with you words, and return unto the Lead, and be uS 
receive you graciou/ly and love you freely. \ He knew 
well what you would be, and that you would torn 
afide in the manner you have done, but that knowledge 
hindered not his eternal choice, and this offence of 
yours, (hall not break off his love in time. Therefore, 
backfliding foul, think thus wirti thyfelf 9 the Lord 
does all this to make thee loath thy fin, and thyfelf 
on account of thy fin. But his lo\e to thee isfiill m 
jrreat ; Jefus remembers Calvary, and do not thoo 
forget ; thy foul was redeemed by that precious blood 
which was there fhed. to take away thy fin. Thy foul 
is flill the purchafe of blood divine, and being fo, foon 
in glory thou (halt reign, in robes as pure and refplcn- 
dent as any of the happy inhabitants there. This is 
the conclufion that mourning backfliders (houldmake, 
and not give way to defpair and doubt ; the victory is 
not to be won by doubting and defpair, but by faith in 
the Saviour's love and grace. "Iherefore, mourning 
backflider, be not faithlels but believing. 

Objeclton. But perhaps you will fay, my backdid- 
ing is attended with fuch peculiar aggravations, that 
J cannot believe fuch a (inner as I can be reftored, or 
that pardoning mercy can ever be (hewn to one fo vile 
as I. Anfw. It is not fojjible for any but the ivilful 
and finally impenitent, to be too great a tinner to be 
pardoned. The greatelt of this fort of criminals have 
been reftored and pardoned, as is manifeft from many 
examples in fcripture ; and therefore, you may : for 
Chrift's love is ftill as great, and his blood now clean- 
feth from all Jin j that fin, as well as any other. There- 
fore, fay not, ye cannot be reftored, for furely ye may. 
Caft not awiy, therefore, the hope and confidence ia 
reftoring mercy, which before this you may have had, 

-but 
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but lay hold of it, believing in it, and depending on 
it. 

Objection. But perhaps fome may fay, I have 
brought zpubKc reproach on the gofpel, and the ways 
of God 3 I, therefore, can have no right to hope j or 
if I might, I fhould be ajhamed to affbeiate with the 
people of God, becaufe I have difgraced his ways, and 
become a reproach to them, and they will always look 
mi me with an evil eye. 

Anjhver. " What then, becaufe you have taken fome 
wrong Heps, are you determined to take yet more fatal 
ones ? True, it is matter of great grief and lamen- 
tation, that you fhould have thus fallen j but remem- 
ber you can never mend the matter by your unbelief, 
nor by your flaying from the affemblies of the faints ^ 
but by cherifhmg hope, ye will renew your courage, 
and be enabled to overcome finfulfbame, and to appear 
again among the faints. And remember, every felfi- 
knowing and Chrifi-hving foul, will rejoice at your 
reftoration, and be glad with all their hearts at your 
recovery. And be fides, your flaying away, only 
deepens the wounds already made in your foul, and on 
the ways of God. But your recovery will be a mean 
of wiping away that reproach, and of reftoring peace 
and profperity to your mind, and ye may be an inftru- 
roent of good to others in fimilar circumftances. Thii 
is by no means impofhble. " Remember it therefore, 
and take courage ; and for your comfort, venture to 
believe, that divine companion can reftore and heal 
you* and manifeft to you how greatly it can pardon.* 
And nothing hinders but your Saying at a diftance. 
Oh \ therefore, return ! return / and Jefus will receive 
you. 

Obje&hn. But perhaps another may fay, I have 
finned fo repeatedly againft the clearefi light, and the 
greateft mercy, that I cannot hope. I aniwer, the fins 
of all backHiders are againft light, and againft mercy, 
and yet backlliders are invited to return to the Lord, 

and 

• Pfalm ciii. 8 x2,-r.i7. 




( 02 ) 

• 

and he promifes to heal them : and tells them, heh 
married to tbam 9 and that, he hjitt; fritting away. It is 
manifett, none need obj.-rt. or be objected to, who 
deli re to return. Thoie c/;/> who are determined to 
revolt more and more, and who have no wifh or dcfirc 
to return, have even* thing to fcar : thefe may well 
fear the moft tremendous curies of the Almighty. But 
thole who loath their tin. and long to return, fhall 
furely find mercy. The Lord calls them his children, 
and commands them to return, and tells them he will 
receive them gracioully, reltore comforts to them, and 
love them freely. Not that he lutes them now, it is 
their fin that he hates. Nor that he nvw begins to 
love them : no. that was from everlafting, but he re- 
manifefts his free and eternal love. Beiides, the blood 
of Chrift cleanleth from all Jin. From all (in without 
exception, and therefore every fpieces of backfliding, 
as well as other fins, are purged away by this precious 
fin-cleanfing blood. Therefore, no returning back- 
Aider has. any reafon to fear a rejection. 

But I come now to another part of my fubje6r, 
which is, 

Second, to notice the (late and condition of the Sheep. 

And in the lirft place, under this head. I obferve j 
that their condition, naturally, is a corrupt and dege- 
nerate one. They, as well as all others, are the guilty 
offspring of fallen Adam, and are by nature children 
of wrath, even as others. 4 - It is evident then, that 
the natural ftate of Chrift 's Sheep, is equally as bad as 
that of other men. And indeed it muft be to, for they 
are the degenerate branches of a degenerate vine; 
forfuch as the vine is, fuch will the branches be. And, 
alas ! we have no need of a courfe of arguments to 
prove this truly awful fact, for the conduct of them all, 
till divinely renewed, fufficicntly proves this. We 

iclude, therefore, on the cleared evidence, that all 
people of God thcmiclves, are by nature, in a ftate 
' - f in a corrupt and guilty ftate, and their nature 
itfclf, as unholy and impure as that of all other . 
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Tien, or as that of thofe who die in fin, and are eter- 
nally loft. It is pa ft all doubt, that all men by nature, 
are alike guilty and corrupt ; thofe who are called by 
grace, as well as thofe who are left to perifh in their 
fin. Confequently, 

2. Their natural Hate is not only a corrupt and 
guilty one, but it muft alio be a curfcd one. The very 
nature of the thing will evince this ; for the curfe fol- 
lows guilt, as naturally as darknefs follows the de- 
parture of the fun's rays, and as certainly as the night 
fucceeds the day. Therefore the Apoftle fays to the 
Galations, that Chrlft hath redeemed us from the curfe 
of the laiv, being made a curfe for us. For us, who by 
converting grace are now taught to believe in him 
who redeemed us. The believers at Galatia, and all 
believers in the world, are by nature under the curfe, 
but redeemed from it by the blood of Chrift. The 
curfe of the law fell on all men alike, in confequence 
of the fir ft fin, and the redemption which is in Chrift, 
is alike in its benefits, on all who believe. All thofe 
in whom finful nature rules, are alike under the curfe, 
and thofe in whom grace rules, it reigns in them to 
eternal life, through Jefus Chrift our Lord. For, if 
the people of God had not been under the curfe by 
nature, they had not needed a redeemer torefcue them 
from that curfe. It is evident then, that the curfe of 
the law, in confequence of fin, has fallen on all 
Adam's offspring alike, and without exception, for 
Chrift died to redeem his people,from the curfe. But 
1 will fay, in the next place, 

3. It is a wandering and flraying ftate. Men are 
all gone out of the way, and they do nothing but go 
farther and farther, till all-powerful grace calls them 
back from their wanderings, and a divine change is 
wrought in them, and they are fubdued by heavenly 
grace. The*y ftop not in their wanderings till born 
from above, or cut oft* in their fins. This is "the cafe 
of all. Hence the various rounds of dilfipation among 
the carnal world ; their revels and routs, their cards, 
dice, public amuiements, and 1 know not what ; an 
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endlefs round of one fort or other of vain and criminal 
diversions, to try to make themfelves happy. Hut all 
thefe purfuits are vain and unavailing, becaufe they 
lead them from 0od inflead of bringing them to him ; 
and only prove how much they are difpofed to wander 
from the right way. So likewife, if we notice the 
various falfe do&rincs, and lying pretences, which 
have been made by men of corrupt minds, who have 
taught that they only are in the right faith, and have 
condemned all others who differ from them ; but who, 
neverthelefs, have taught fome of the vileft abfordtas 
that a depraved mind could utter. And many of 
them having begun to wander from the truth they for- 
merly feemed to embrace, never ceafe wandering tjtt 
they have frayed through all the various fy Aetna of 
delufion and error which deceived men have propa- 
gated, till at laft they turn deifh, and end in anoftacyj 
calling of all pretences to religion. This alfo 
ferves to fhew that men are naturally wanderers firosa 
God, and will remain fo for ever, except divine grace 
renew them. This mortifying do&rine is as appli- 
cable to Cbrift's Sheep before their convention, at to 
any others of mankind ; for they, as well as others, 
wander till Chrift calls them back, and puts them into 
his own fold. But I remark, 

4. It is alfo a miferabie flate.* Men natanrHy 
think they are, in a religious fenfe, rich and increased 
in goods j though, alas 1 this only proves their fpiritua! 
poverty, for they are poor, ana wretched, and blind 
and naked, and know it not t and this ignorance is a 
prolific fource of mifery 5 and by it they arc out of 
the way of true happinefs, though they vainly fuppofe 
they are in it. Confequently, they are ever purfuing 
It, where it can never be found ; they fpend their 
time and ftrength, and property alfo, for nought, and 
in vain. They are ever labouring, only to increafe their 
mifery. Their ignorance of the right way to real 
felicity, is a mean of puffing them up with wrong 
notions and vain conceits. They know nothing as they 

ought 
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ought to know; and their pride will not fuffer them 
-tdbe inftru&ed, they conceit they know as well 'as 
any of their neighbours; and their luppofed. knowledge 
leads them perpetually wrong : their imagined light 
is darknefs, and by it they are drawn into greater 
inifery, in thefe very ways in which they vainly ex- 
pect to find happinefs. This their way is their folly, 
and their folly makes them tranfgrefibrs, and the way 
of tranfgreflbrs is hard. Yea, fuch is their mental 
v blindnefs, that they account true wifdom madnefs, and 
the way to heaven the road to infelicity and difhonor; 
and this leads them into everlafting difappointment. 
Therefore, in this fad ftate, they can never know 
peace, though they ever feek it, they never find it, 
becaufe they feek it where it can 'never be found. 
this is truly a miferable ftate : but miferable as it is, 
it is the very condition of all mere natural men ; foe 
all the fbns of fallen Adam are born in this condition, 
and in it they remain, till God is pleafed of his own 
goodnefs to bring them out of it, and to turn their 
feet into the way of peace. Consequently, 

5. They are, while in a ftate of nature, in the worft 
of bondage, even a flavery to their lufts, they are tied 
and bound with the chains of their fins :f and thefe, 
alas ! are ftrong chains indeed ! But finners being out 
of the way of life and peace, muft be perpetually 
going farther and farther in the road to everlafting 
wretchednefs. And to this they are impelled by the 
impetuofity of their corrupt propenfities $ and thefe 
make them the willing flavesof their grand Adverfary: 
and thus their chains are rivetted on them by their 
own corrupt inclinations. And alas ! they prove at 
laft, that no ilaves are fo flavifh, as thofe who put on 
their own fetters. But this is the flavery of all thofe 
who are governed by their lufts, and none are free 
from their influence, but thofe who are born again of 
the divine Spirit. Therefore, this miferable condition 
is the ftate of all natural men. 

Bat 
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d oh ! what a wonder of wonders is this ! The 
nite God contrives the reftoration and everlafting 
ftpinefs of revolted rebellious worms, who can ren- 
him no recompence, and who had deferved his 
inhe indignation ! But it pleafes him to love them 
ely, and to take pleafure in making them happy, 

had made themielves miferable by their own 
quity. 

Let us, therefore, who feel bis love, comfort our- 
ires and one another with this thought, that our 
ivenly Father ever was, and ever will be delighted 
th the converiion and falvation of believing finners. 
id that this delight of his, is infinite, eternal, and 
mutable ; for it is the delight of Deity. The con- 
•fion of fouls then, mud be a very important thing 
leed ; for if God takes delight in it, this at once 
mps an importance on it, that all language would 

1 to defence ; and {hews us, that he values a foul 
rond all the material creation : and indeed, this is 
y evident, both by the words and works of our 
Aed Saviour 5 for he tells us, God fo loved the world, 
\t beftnt bis only begotten Sen, that ivbojtever believeth 
him Jbould not pertjfb, hut baFve ever lofting life.* And 
j blefied Jefus gave his life for his Sheep, and 
it of his own free choice, f for he chofe to redeem 
rm by his own moil precious blood, and for this end, 
•untarily laid down his life for them, and took it 
itn. He tells us, no man could take it from him* 
t be laid it down of himfelf, 1. e. he foffered hie 
rerfaries to doit, for the above purpofe \ even to 
ifom'his church and &ve his people : and to mew us, 
it the whole material creation is not half fo valuable 
him as the falvation of his people ;. for he prises 
sir fouls above bis human life. All this proclaims 
ns, that he fets a high value, yea, an infinite value 
his people 5 and. that, therefore, he is infinitely 
afed with their happinefs. This is fignified to us 
the laying of the &toye£ Sheep eta the moulders 
aicjpg, whoa found ; and by that faying, that there. 
07 in heaven oyer one firmer that repents. 

But 
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But this amazing kindoefs of our Lord has ftampei 
a dignity on bis people, which furmounts our concep- 
tions, and furpafles our powers to defcribe. - To fhcw 
us a little of it, we are told, they are hisiJjorkmanJbif\\ 
confequently, they are, what David fays they are, the 
excellent of the earth.* And therefore, their Lord 
delights in them, having made them comely by his 
own comelinefs which he has put upon them. He 
draws his own image on them, in their regeneration, 
and then looks on them with approbation and divine 
delight ; and makes them happy in the enjoyment of 
his manifested love. 

2. From- hence, it is fairly inferable, that the work 
of the Chrifiian miniftry is a great work, a good work, 
and the ivork of God. For it is appointed to be a mean 
of winning fouls to him ; and it mail be an important 
work, which is to effect fdch great purpofes. Truhr 
then, does the fcripture fay, he that ivinnctb fouls ts 
wife. But if the preaching of the Gofpel be fo im- 
portant, it cannot, I think, be the fpot of God's chil- 
dren, to live in the neglect of it, much lefs to defpifc 
it. For God never appointed that which is ufelefs in 1 
his church ; but it is clear as the light, that he has 
appointed the preaching of his word in bis church; 
therefore, thofe who wilfully neglect or defpife it 
when they might enjoy it, pour contempt on divine 
wifdom and goodnefs. Let the guilty confider this 
matter moft ferioufly, and let them lay to heart the 
many neglects of this kind, of which they are juftly 
chargeable, and humble themfelves before God on 
account of thefe their fad defects. For let them aflure 
themfelves, they will be called to the bar of God, to 
give an account for this another day. Tis the wifefi 
way, therefore, to repent of, and forfake fuch neglefb 
now, and to prize and obferve what God has ap- 
pointed to make us wife and happy. But in the next 
place, 

3. It is plain, that chriftian minifters are Chrifk's 
under Shepherds, £ fent forth by him to be inftrumen- 

tal 
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l his hand, to bring bis (battered Sheep to his 
and alfo to feed them in the green paftures o^ 
; ordinances, and with the doctrines ot the gtori- 
tfpel. Not with the hufks which fwine eat, but 
the manna which came down from heaven. And 
i certain matter of fact, that a genuine gofpei 
try is an ineftimable bleffing. I will not my> 
ord cannot fave his people without it, but I fee 
es not ; at lead it is far from being his general 
of doing it, a folitary inftance or two may have 
red, in which a very few have been awakened 
>ut the preached word : but when this has been 
afe, they have been then taught to prize the 
, to attend the preaching of it, and have been fed 
louriihed by it, to life everlasting. To have a 
I and favory miniftry among any people, is to 
the honor of an embaffy from the King of 
en, and it is an happy omen, that he intends to 
many flnners to afk his pardon, and to bellow it 
em, in fuch a fociety. But, 

If Deity itfelf delight in the conversion of fouls ; 
t there b joy in heaven over one repenting (inner, 
ought we to rejoice at the conversion of eur fet- 
reatures ; and with what readineft and pleafure 
d we do every thing in our power to encourage 
.omfort them ? The AdvedJary is vigilant enough 
courage and diftrefs them, and throw every ftun> 
;-block in their way, which be poifibly can ; and 
y we mould be as vigilant tocounteract his devices; 
as much as in us lies, to hold up their hands, and 
ands of all thofe who are making laudable efForta 
ing fouls unto God. And to comfort and en- 
age thofe who have fet out on their way to 
en : and as we may have opportunity and ability, 
s provoke them to love and to good works. And 
js remember, that no work of faith or labour 
>ve, that we are enabled to engage in, fhall ever 
itircly in vain -, fome good fhall certainly arifo 
i it, either to ourfelves or others, or both. May 
thought have its due weight with us, arid ftir us 
o all proper activity: But in the next place, 

5 If 
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w-t >.*g i-i pr?T ::* :»*. * : :r : tri : z : And ik/t only 
fcr *.i* co:-vtr^',r. c: '-r :-tn= ^'i z^tiz'z Dears? bat 
a!;'^, t ;.s : :ii» tl?n- d «v r i T.iv : if- :> : : :ei i" all over 
X\*t tsnL, sid •£.*: :Lt re:":* zr;v :Y--r2d from pclcto 
j/^*, 'a;:L i':sz rapidity c: .:ih,:-:r.g. acri be as 
a-Ask«tr*LLg in its *5*c:j, a? the .:-i*n peal* of than- 
d'rr. Acd let u* r.tver i"-ti*: .25 i-the manner of 
foul) that th* frs-r.d m*::-'. c: c:r.vtnszg fouls, is the 
frcw'Llng '.f tkc g*/+tl* O-: Ix,rd hss graciouily ap- 
pointed it f r t ;. i : end a ^ d p - rpo! e ; there fore, it 
t'TOcrri'-s »;*i ;o bcthir.k Gii.-.'.lvci what we may do to 
promote the preaching of it, sad to act accordingly. 
JLrt ths men of property do what they can to procure 

fofp';l preaching, for tbofe places where there is none. 
/:t tlitr;i encourage perfons who are bleft with piety 
and talents, to engage in this important work. And 
thofe li'ippy rntn who are thus qualified by our divine 
niafter, engage in evangelizing with all their hearts, 
knowing that the talents which are given them, were 
imparted for the; good of others as well as thernfetacs. 
And let thofc happy men who are truly pious, but not 
gifted for public work, nor favored with worldly 
property, encourage thofe who are, both with their 
preleuce and their prayers. Example has a mighty 
riled, and how far this may fucceed we cannot tell, 
till wr. have fairly tried it. ' JJut in the next place, 

(J. If the Lord fets fuch a value on the fouls of 
inrn, cui|;|it we not to let a higher value oh our own 
JouIn than we have done ?f And to mind heavenly 
lliiiiK"uinrr titan we do? This, I think, rauft be evident 
to all who love Jelim Ohrill in fincerity. Are there not 
IfMi tunny nfiw who are more concerned about worldly 

ffiml. than there are about thefalvation of their fouls r 
'IiIm. I think, is juflly to be feared, nay, it is very 
vlilnil that it i« ii'i. But what egregious folly is this? 
'^ Itliiy in fome mealurr he depicted by the conduct 
~Uio Idrot who prefers /wM'«.c and rjults to a vaft 

treafure 
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treafare of gold. This is enough (otic would think) 
to make us afbamed of fuch lhipid*condu£t ; may we 
learn to 4 be wifer, left we Jiick our dying pillozus with 
thorns; and with when toofatt\ that we i;ad preferred 
that ?noft, which would fupport us bcji, when iiefli and 
heart faileth us. But moreover, 

7. If God rejoices in the converfion of finners, 
what fubftantial ground of rejoicing have they who 
are truly converted. Surely none on earth have 
fuch folid reafon to rejoice as they have; well, 
therefore, may the Apoftle fay to believers, rejoice in 
tbc Lord always, and again 1 fay, rejoice.* Oh! my 
> believing brethren, you have occafion to ling for joy, 
for the Lord of all loves you, with an infinite and an 
everlafting love,f and reigns over you to do you good. 
He has given you his grace, and will give you glory + 
alfo, for the former fecures the latter ; and in your 
way thither, he will give you every good thing. And 
he has engaged to make all things work together for 
your good§ while here, and to bring you to everlafting 
blifs in heaven. Therefore, it becomes you 'to be 
joyful, yea, to fing for joy of heart, and to praife our 
gracious Lord with joyful lips. Let the vain world be 
convinced by your chearfulnefs, that religion is not a 
gloomy and melancholy thing, as they, have falfely 
luppofed,. but that it is, in truth and reality, the moft 
pleafant and joyous thing in the world. And that 
the moft pure and refined pleafures refult from it. It 
makes us happy in life, under all its trials and pref- 
fures, and more than that, it makes us triumphant in 
death, and then introduces our fouls into the blifsful 
regions of eternal glory. Surely then, the chriftian 
is the happy, the holy, and the moft courageous per- 
fon. A holy fortitude is given him under all circum- 
ftances, and a real dignity is put upon him in all 
conditions. May the Lord give us all to fhare more 
and more abundantly of this religion in our hearts 
and liv.es. 

But I have a word or two more to fay to carelefs 

unconverted 
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UDCOCTcrttd finaers. Yoc who knnr nothing of ibe 
pleafcres of religion, but 2-t feeking jour gnnficatioa 
in the fortrldderj paths cf £b : Jet me alk yoa, as is 
the prefence cf God, d:d you ctct nod that pica fore 
yoa 2 re feekisg aftrr In the ways of fin, on which 
your heart* arc let ? Yosr own conferences fey, «•> 
we never did. This is the aefwer which confcicDce 
gives, and finely it is a true one, as to the pafi, and it 
will be equally fc> in f Jtrre. For as yoa never did find 
pleafure in your * icions ways, fo yoa never will. It if 
not poffible that yoa (hould, for the carfe of the great 
God refts on all the wicked, and on all their wicked 
ways, and this will ever mar yoar carnal pleafares: 
and if ye never repent and torn to God, ye mofi lie 
down in eternal pain. Bit let us exhort yoa in the 
words of the Prophet, Let the iv'tckedfarfake his wij, 
and the unrighteous man bis thoughts, and let him return 
to the Lor J, and he ivill have mercy en him, and to ew 
God, for he ivill abundantly pardon.* Though ytrar 
/inn he a* fcarlef, they (hall be as wool ; though the/ 
be red like crimfon, they £hall be whiter than fnow. 
Iteturning fin tiers need not fear a refufal, for the 
J>ord declares he will accept them gracioufly, and par-' 
don them freely. Jefos calls out none who come to 
him, no, not on any account, either for prefent or paft 
fins ; th«:y are no objection, for he freely forgives all 
Jf/a that any returning tinner is chargeable with. They 
art: the pcrverfe, obftinate, and unbelieving, who 
refolve to p refill in their crimes, who have every 
thing to fear. But the vileft of the vilej may obtain 
pardon and eternal life, by coming to Chrift ; for he 
never rejects any who come to him, nor will he ever 
do fo. Come, therefore, to the Saviour, and his 

J gracious arms will embrace you, and his everlafting 
ove will enrich you, and make you happy for time 
and eternity. May the Lord, in the infinity of his 
inercy, make us all thus wife to falvation, and happy 
for ever in the Saviour's love. Amen. 

HYMN 
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HYMN APTER SERMON. 

1 JESUS, thou, Almighty Saviour, 

Call thy wand'ring fin-nek Sheep, 
From their roving bate behaviour, 

And their fouls in fafety keep 
From each evil 
Which befets their every flep. 

2 Call the ftraying from the maze* 

Of their dark benighted way ; 
E'er the world and Satan feizes 

On them, as an eafy prey. 

Mighty Shepherd 1 
Make thy wandering Sheep obey. 

3 Souls yet dead in fin, now quicken, 

By thy all-enliv'ning word ; 
With remorfe may they be ftricken, 

And now call upon the Lord. 
Make them hearken 
To t hy gracious gofpel word. 

4 Now may heav'n have caufe for fhouting, 

And thy church partake the joy, 
To fee Jefus, Satan routing, 

And his empire now deffroy. 
Now may tinners, 
O'er the earth, thy call obey. 

5 Now may minifters and people, 

Feel thy vivifying power $ 
Rife and tread down ev'ry evil ; 

And begin from this glad hour, 
To mine Godlike ! 
Till their fouls all fin o'erpower. 

6 Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

Shine on cv'ry doubting heart, 



( 74 ) 

Let them fee, tnrough Jefu's merit, 
Thou doft to their fouls impart 
Life eternal, 
And that thou their father art. 

THE CONCLUDING PRAYER. 

OTHOU Father of fpirits and God of falvation, 
we thank thee for this delightful opportunity, 
which thou haft afforded us ; and would now 
mod earneftly beg thy divine blerTing may reft on thy 
word which has been delivered, and on the fouls of all 
who have heard it. May thine own children be 
refrefhed and nourifhed by thy truth, as by the moil 
delicious wine, and fed as by the bread of heaven. 
Caufe them hereby to grow in every grace, till 
they are crowned with glory. Command an 
entrance for thy word into the hearts of finners, let it 
penetrate their fpirits, and lead them to the Saviour. 
May not thy word be a favor of death unto death to 
any of us, but, if agreeable to thy moft holy will, of 
life unto life to us all. Pardon whatever thy pure eyes 
have feen amifs in either of us, and let us now depart 
with thy chearing bleffing ; and at laft bring us to thy 
courts above, to praife and enjoy thee for ever. Be 
with us when we meet again in thy name ; and let us 
this day be crowned with thy peculiar favor. We 
beg every mercy, in thq great Redeemer's Name. 
Amen. 

And how may the faving Grace of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift, the peculiar and fpecial Love of the divine 
Father, and the comforting communion of the Holy 
Ghoft, be with each of us, and all who love our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, now and for ever. Amen' 

(Thus ends the morning fervice.) 

After a fhiall paufe Evangclijla defcends, and the 
people* begin to difperfe, and return to their homes. 
But the pious perfons who remarked the folemn and 
fteady attendance of Cvvicus began to gather around 
him, and looked at him .with toiling countenances, 

mixed 
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mixed with ferioufnefs ; and one of them, venerable 
for piety and confiderable (landing in the ways of 
God, thus addreffed our young friend. 

My dear young Friend \ 

I have noticed you with a great deal of pleafure 
apd facred delight, this morning, during the whole of 
divine worfhip ; and am inclined to think, that you 
are one of the dear followers of the defpifed Nazarenej 
I truft my hope is not ill founded. 

Civicus. Dear Sir, I am greatly obliged by your 
kindnefs, and freely tell you, if 1 am one, it is fo very 
lately, that I fear to fay pofltively I am, but I can fay, 
it it my moft earned defire fo to be ; and I think I 
can fay, I have this morning had fuch a folemn plea- 
fare, and at fome moments, fuch deep conviction of 
my native depravity and actual guilt, as 1 never had 
before $ nor am I without an humble hope, and fome 
drops of confolation ; for though I never heard to fuch 
advantage till now, yet I have enjoyed the moft bene- 
ficial converfation of my good friend, Evangelifta, 
before, and it was that which drew me here this 
Morning. 

Goodman. My dear Sir, I am fincerely glad of if. 
and am difpofed to rejoice on your account, and I truft 
the Lord will draw your heart effectually to himfelf, 
make you happy in his love, and preferve you to the 
end. Take courage, be not afraid, fear nothing but 
finning, and the Lord will be with you.* 

Civicus. My dear Friend, I thank you for your kind 
advice, and truft that the Lord will be with me $ he 
knows I want him as much as any poor foul ever did 
in the world. May he be with you and me alfo, and 
each of us till he may fee good to take us to glory. 
They all pronounced a " chearful Amen ! And then 
cordially (hook hands and parted. 

Now Evangclijla comes by, and takes Civicus by the 
hand, and toys, now my Civicus knows who the 
minifter is. 

* It not Goodman's example worthy of imitation i 
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Civicus Yes, my Evangelifta, I now understand 
your character and calling better than I did before, 
But oh 1 how am I afloniihed ! 

Evangelijia. At what is your wonder exited, my 
Civicus ? 

4 

Civicus. At the folemnity, fimplicity, and heavenly 
grandeur of your animating worfhip. I hardly know 
which to wonder at moft, my own ftupidity and 
folly, or the glory and grandeur of the houfe and wor- 
fhip of God. Had I known any thing of its charming 
excellence before, I would not have neglected it till 
now. What a bead was I, not to have frequented 
the Houfe of God till now ? But oh 1 how do I bids 
the kind hand of providence that led me into yonr 
company, and thereby into the Houfe of God. Darinr 
the tinging of the firft Hymn, I was flruck with 
folemnity and rilled with delight; and could not help 
exclaiming to myfelf, fureh this, this is the gate if 
heaven ! I never joined in fuch worfhip before. la 
reading, I was much entertained ; nor did I ever foe 
fuch beauty in the holy fcriptures till now, they {hone 
on my mind with new light, and in them I beheld an 
unfpeakable glory. Alas ! how blind have I been to 
the glories of this hcaven-defcended book.f Oh 1 that 
I had been acquainted with the houfe and worfhip of 
God before. The fermon has made fuch an imprefliaa- 
on my mind as no other fermon ever did. The pray- 
ers before and after, were quite new to me, I never 
heard the like, nor ever felt my heart join in any fo 
cordially and fervently, till this morning. Indeed, 
every part of your worfhip was fo new to me, and I 
thought, fo divine ; thar I can find no words capable 
of exprefling my ideas fully, or fetting forth the plea- 
fures I have felt in it. Nor, on the other hand, 
can words defcribe the # convictions and felf-reproof I 
nave had for neglecting fo long this terreftial dwelling 
of the Moft High. The worfhip and the people 
feemed to me to be all of r-beavenly and fpiritual 
kind. But I am now happy to know I have found 
the Houfe of God at laft. 

JLvan* 

+ II. Peter, i. 2i. 
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n. I am very happy, dear Civicus, to find 
lonifhment fo laudably, and fo properly excited, 
rtainly very right to behold with holy aftonifh- 
the kindnefs and mercy of our God in appoint- 
e chriftian fabbath and worftiip, and with 
il hearts to adore our merciful Lord for it. And 
e fliould ever either neglect or defpife the one 
other, is the moft aftoniftiing ingratitude that 
ft. But, my Civicus, be allured that your feel- 
re realized by all thofe who are brought into 
n world of divine grace/ They all fee, as you 
: marvellous kindnefs and love of God in fending 
fpel, in the appointment of his houfe and wor- 
And they all deplore their own lamentable 
ace, prejudice, and bigotry, as well as their 
iegle& of the word and worfhip of God. There- 
\y Civicus, your cafe is not lingular, but quite 
ame nature as theirs. At the fame time, you have 
>re abundant reafon to be thankful to the Lord 
who has thus favored you*. 

cus. - I am happy, my dear Evangelifta, to be 
• fee as I now do, how I have been led by divine 
ence into the way in which it appears to me 
rd deligned to do me good. 1 was unconfcioufly 
o your company, at a time when I thought I 
good as any of my neighbours, and that, confe- 
y, all was well, and J had nothing to fear $ nor 
:now, either that I wanted, or that I mould meet 
fuch a kind inftru&or ; nor had I any fuch a 
And as for the houfe of God, though I cer- 
had heard of the exiftence of fuch a place, yet 
no acquaintance with it, nor any defire after it. 
ght my pari/b church was quite right, and that 
>fe who feparated from her, were weak and con- 
able, if not wicked people. Oh the ftupidity of the 
heart ! But, blefied be the Lord 1 I now know 
the healing waters flow, and fee where the true 
mines, and have felt their genial influences on 
iind$ and glory for ever to the Lord, this 
ain my hateful prejudice, and {hewn me my 
r error. Yea, it has powerfully difpofed me to 
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fore and delight in that which I had hitherto hated, 
for though, for good manners fake, I was habitually 
civil and obliging to all my neighbours, jet I had no 
lore for that which I now fee to be fuperlativejf l 
lovely. I mean the precious gofpel itfelf, and the 
f ofpel worfhip. I fuppofe, my Evangelifta, that the 
mode you have adopted this morning, is your general 
plan. 

Evan. Certainly, my Civicus ; thought at thnes 
we nfe foeh variety as circumftances may require, yet 
(as you fay) this is our general plan : and we have 
adopted it on the cleared conviction of its f opener 
utility and fpirituaKty, and its agreeablenefs to the 
true nature of divine and acceptable worfhip, and the 
fradons feelings of the mind of man; or, which is 
better flill, that it isftiidly fcriptaral. 

Civicus. I am fincerely glad of it, for never in my 
fife did I feel fuch folemn pleafure, or fuch facred 
delight as I have felt this morning. The Hymns 
were fo expreflive of my feelings, and the Prayers fo 
congenial with my defires, that I thought heaven was 
come down to earth, and the fongs of the Hefted 
lung below. As for the Sermon, it was the firft I ever 
beard that did me any real good. Its divine truths and 
do&rines I had known nothing of till I converted 
with you. But fuch light did I now fee, and foch 
1 tnergy have I felt, as till now I was a total ftranger to. 
Your doctrine, I am fnre, is the doctrine of the fcrip- 
tures, and therefore, divinity is (tamped on it, and as 
inch my heart moft cordially embraces it. My fool 
is expanded and captivated by its influence ; and from 
this happy day, I fhall attend (by divine aid) at the 
fionfe of God, as often as its doors are open for tfhe 
worfhip of the Lord. I now dehjn conftantry to 
attend the Lord's earthly courts. BlefledbeGvd! I 
now fee where the heavenly manna falls, and through 
grace, am refolved I will go and gather it up. Let 
the fwine go and gather op the bulks which the nand 
9mk Lc&urers give to their poor deluded difciples j but 
jwil l now feed on the heavenly manna of evangelic 
aWaa* JSfav* 
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x Evan. I aao exceedingly pleafed, my dear Gfrkilfc 
with thefe Hvely feelings which you have expreftcd, 
* . and truft you bare found the truth of Davids obfer- 
vation, that the entranct of the Lord's word grvetk 
fight* It is clear you were dark enough before, but 
now yon have felt the entrance of God's word, you* 
am made to fee. This is an inconceivable bleffiiig ; 
and this is evident, for it has (lain your prejudice j and 
to' be bleft with a knowledge of the truth, as it is in 
Jefas, and to have faith to believe it, ig great indeed. 
To be enabled to trample on our native prepoffeffions, 
is an aftoni thing mercy ; and I take it to be an happy 
evidence, that you are as the Apoftle fays the believing 
Thejfaloniani were, cbofen U fahation, through Janfiifi* 
cation of the Spirit, and belief of the truths 

Ck/icus. Indeed^ my Evangelifta, I hope this is 
really true, for I am convinced, that nothing but * 
power divinely ftrong, could either Hay my prejudice, 
or renew ray heart ; but, thanks to fovereign grace, I 
hope I can fay, I feel both. Yea, through grace, I 
feci it is done. I can now rejoice in the truth, for I 
find it has made me free, both from my native pre- 
judice, and the reigning power of unbelief, it has 
made me prize the Saviour, and put my truft in him,, 
and taught me to love his word and his worihip. I 
therefore blefs his name, and rejoice in him. 

Evan. I rejoice with you, and praife the Lord on 
your account ; and observing, as I now do, that the 
fcriptuses are your creed, I hope you will receive 
nothing on truft, as an article of faith, or matter of 
practice, either on my word, or the word of any joaan^ 
but follow the noble example of the ancient B&aans,t 
who fraxched the fcriptuFes of the old tcftament daily, 
to fee if even Apoftles fpake agreeable to them. This 
they did, and the confequence was, they received the 
word with all readinefs of mind, for they found there- 
by, that the new te&unent doctrine agreed with the 
-old, and that the former fulfilled tho latter, and thfc 
infjpbred them with jeadine&.of mind to xneivgapaf- 
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lolic preaching, and by this they were made wife to 
falvation. Mark their example, my Civicus, and go 
and do likewife; and remember, that no human 
authority can make facred any thing whatever, which 
has not been made lb by Chrift's own appointment. It 
is the will of the Almighty alone, which renders any 
obfervance a -religious duty, or any doctrine an article 
of the chriflian faith j other authority is of no account 
in matters of religion. 

Civicus, Dear Evangelifta, I am fully convinced of 
the propriety and juftice of what you affert -, and by 
divine aid am determined to abide by thefe fentiments, 
and to act accordingly ; for I am perfuaded that the 
Bible is a divine Revelation, and therefore, every 
doctrine and every rite of a religious nature, rauft be 
agreeable to this divine rule, or elfe they are of no 
authority with any good man, and it is this conviction 
which has inclined me fo cordially to embrace it j and 
the faith and order which your church receives and 
acts by. 

Evan. Your obferVation is pleafing, my Civicus. 
But I pray that it may be proved by your future con- 
duct, that your attachment to our doctrine and worfhip 
' is the effect of found converfion to God ; and if fo, it 
will abide with you : *and then, while you adopt the 
faith and order which we judge fcriptural, you will 
not be formal in the judicious ufe of a proper form. 
Let us never forget that the power of godliqefs is the 
principal thing; and that without it, a form,* however 
fcriptural, is but as a dead carcafs without a foul. But 
when the power of godlinels is felt, that will lead us 
to adopt the raoft edifying manner of addreffing the 
Lord, both in private and public, and we fhall not 
content ourfelves with the externals of religion ; but 
in the obfervation of the outward regulations which 
we account agreeable to God's Word, and the befi 
feelings of a gracious foul, we fhall find the Kingdom 
of God is within us, in rigkteoufnefs, and peace, and joy 
in the Holy Ghoft.f Now if you become fuch a 

diffenter 
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diffenter as this, then I fhall fay, you are a Cbriftian 
indeed. For it is pure chriftanity which we contend 
for, and not mere formality. 

But what God has joined together, we intend not 
to feparate ; the mod edifying form, is the mod fcrip- 
tural : for that, and above all, for the vital jxnuef of 
chriftianity we contend, and by it we hope ever to 
abide. May you, my Friend, go and do likewife. 

Gvicus. I am thankful, dear Evangelifta, for all 
your kind advice, for I feel it to be as interefting as it 
is kind, and heartily join with what you advance, and 
I hope to prove this, in my future con dud from hence 
forward ; or rather, I 'truft divine grace will prove it 
in me and by me. 

Evan. My Brother, may the Lord biefs thee more 
and more, and make thefe thy happy feelings, as Lift- 
ing as thy life, and as increasing as thy moments ; and 
then, the end of thy faith will be the eternal falvation 
of thy foul. Which may the Lord grant, for ChrifTs 
lake* Jtnteti* 

Daty calls us now to part, to take a little refrefh- 
ment, and to prepare for the evening worship. 

CmUut. Agreed readily. May we have a happy 

meeting this afternoon, and a refreshing fhower of 
divine influence in the worfhip of God this evening. 

Bvatt. Amen, and amen ( Dear Civicus adieu. 

Gvicus. Dear Evangelifta, adieu j may grace and 
peace be with us. 



REFLECTION, by FVANGELISTA. 

How good is it to be enabled to fupport and carry en 
an edifying converfation. Were ehriftians more in 
the habit of converting in a judicious and fpiritual 
manner, how much more good may be done by then 
than ever yet has been. But thofe who would con- 
verfe Spiritually, muft have much influence from the 
dime Spirit ; and then their thoughts and words will 
be at liberty to engage in a profitable manner in 

^ cbriftian 
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chriflian converfation : and then to, if called by pro- 
vidence to join the company of thofe in .our way who 
may be Grangers to true godlinefs, we {hall know 
Low to addrefs them properly without offence; atleaft 
in forae inftances. May all thofe who profefs god- 
linefs, be bleft with all that heavenly wifdom which 
fliall make us meet for every good word and work 
on earth 5 and prepare us for eternal glory in heaven. 
Let us aim at this, remembering, that our heavenly 
Father will give the Holy Spirit to them who aik him. 
He commands us to a(k, and promifes us that we fhall 
receive ; he bids us feek, and fays we fhall find ; let ns 
make trial, and find it verified. 

Evangelifta and Otvkm having parted, during the 
interval of divine worfhip; Civicus began his Soliloquy 
in the following ftrains. 

SOLILOQUY, by CIVICUS. 

Oh my foul ! -how thou haft now been directed into 
the courts of Jehovah's temporary refidence; furely it 
was the Houfe of God, and thou didft feel it to be the 
frontier of the heavenly world. How great is the 
marvellous kindnefs of God to fuch a benighted 
wretch : I, who neither knew God, nor had any defire 
to know him* or any regard for his houfe and worfhip, 
but held the fame in contempt ; yet I have been fent 
for to come into the earthly manfion of the great 
King, the King of Sion !* I have been fed and feaffed 
there, on the royal dainties provided fo_r the King's 
Children ! t Wonderful grace ! Amazing love of the 
Lord of Sabaoth ! But I want a heart tuned high 
with ttie mufic of heaven, to chaunt his glorious 
praifes. How wife and how kind is thy providence, 
O Lord ! I adore thee, I praife thee, I love thee ; oh 
that I could love thee more, and better do thy facred 
pleafure ! What an entertainment this \ How divinely 
fweet were the facred fongs of praife ; furely threy 
were copied from the fongs of the redeemed in 
the heavenly world $ J and therefore, the mufic 

of 
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of heaven defcended to earth ; and this was that 
which made the tinging fo divinely pleafant. Ohhow 
Tlove it ! And the prayers,, furely I never heard the 
like before 5 but how natural, how fpiritual, how 
rational ) and it appears tome that this is the raoft juft 
and proper tnode of addretiing the Almighty, becaufe 
prompted and indited by our feelings, and that fenfe 
of want, as well as of gratitude, wnich the mind per- 
ceives. This appears to me to be beft fuited to the 
nature of divine worlhip, and the bell feelings of the 
mind of man. For I know, if my mind feels want, 
this feeling will teach me to exprefs that want in 
fuitable language ; and I believe, that the acceptable 
prayer is the exprefiion of mental feelings, and mental 
defires. I have obferved, that even infants and young 
children can exprefs their feelings, either in words, 
geflures, or cries, in a manner which their parents 
well underftand : and can the heaven-born children of 
God be lefs capable of exprelling their mental feelings 
and defires, than infants and children are their natural 
ones ? Surely not. Bleflfed be God for ever and ever, 
that my detefted prejudice againfl free prayer is now 
flain, and that I have tailed its fweetnefs, and feen its 
propriety. Betides, the Lord wants nor a well fet form 
of words to underftand our meaning, I now fee he 
reads the naked bread, and knows perfectly every fecret 
wifh.* I find the companion of the Lord is fuch as 
tender parents feel ; for he knows our frail frame, and 
underftands all our tighs, and reads the meaning of 
every groan. f Well, I want a Prayer- Book no longer, 
for now I feel I have the Spirit of prayer imparted to 
me, and I find this is far better than all the books in the 
world. 

But oh ! was there ever fuch a debtor to fovereign 
grace as I ? Glory to the Lord to everlafting ages ! The 
recollection of the fermon brings to my mind thine in- 
expreffcble kindnefs, my mod merciful Saviour : thine .' 
is companion indeed ! and thine be the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen . 

My 

* Pfalm cxxxix. 2. t Roja. viii. 26, *7»— I. Cor. ii. 10. 
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My heart expands with pleafure, while I recolk& thofe 
divine dodrines of the Saviour* i companion to his loft 
and ftraying Sheep : and now I know, what till lately 
1 had no juft conception of, what a Gofpel Sermon if ? 
to the dodtines preached this morning at the bouie 
of God, are, I am fure, divinely true, for they are re- 
vealed in fcripture ; and with this clear conviction, my 
heart embraces them, and my foul is captivated with 
their heavenly influence , and from this happy day, 
it is my intention to attend constantly at this earthly 
manfion of the King of Heaven. I feel my foul long 
to the courts of the Lord, and to third for thofe heal- 
ing waters of heavenly life,* which flow fweetly there. 
I think I ihall never be able to live without conftaftt 
draughts of this divine refreshment $ fo that I may 
fay, I have made the Lord's houfe my fpiritual home; 
and comparatively, I fhall be happy no where elfe but 
there. Happy people who are there cherifhed and 
nouri fiied by the doctrines of divine truth. Loving 
fouls, I feel your kindnefs, and may the Lord fmile on 
you ; and thou, my dear Evangelifia, the Lord Mefi 
thee in thine own foul, and in thine honorable and 
glorious work. And oh, that this evening the Lord 
may be eminently with thee, and gracioufiy prefect 
with us, to blefs and chear us, tnat we may have frefli 
matter of praife, and the name of our Jefus have a 
revenue of new adorations. 



I Th£ time of divine worfhip now draws nigh, 4o . 
repair again to the Houfe of God : and Civums goes 
forth to attend divine worfhip, and at the Houfe of 
God meets his friend Evangeltfia^ and falutes him as 
in the following 

DIALOGUE. 
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DIALOGUE IK 

On the divine Seing and Perfeclions, and the nature vf 

acceptable ivor/Iitf, 

S^IVICUS. Dear Evangelifla, I am happy to meet 
^ you again at the Houfe of God,, and if I miftake 
not, I can lay, I even now fee] an enkindling of love 
and praife for divine mercies already received, as well 
as of ardent prayer that you may be afiifted to preach 
the word of the Lord with all freedom and fervor, 
and that a divine bleffing may attend the truth which 
you deliver to every heart, and to my own in par- 
ticular. 

Evan. My Brother, I am delighted to hear thee 
thus exprefs thyfelf, and may the Lord accept thy 
praifes and hear thy prayers, and grant us a pente- 
coftal vifit this evening, and make all to know, that 
God is here of a truth.— —Both exprefs their defircs 
by a fervent Amen. 

(Wor/bip begins. ) 

Evangelifta proceeds to begin divine worfhip as 
hefore ; and having read a portion of the facred word, 
fung the divine praifes, and prayed with peculiar fer* 
vor and energy ; then he proceeded to his fermon ; 
in which he largely in Med on and proved, that all 
true gofpel preaching lays the (inner low in the duf^/* 
and exalts the Saviour in the highefl. That it 
mips him of all his fancied goodnefs, and fup- 
poied righteoufnefs, and lays him proftrate at 
the Saviour's feet, as guilty and undone. That it 
fets forth the all-fufficiency of his atonement and 
righteoufnefs and interceflion $ and that he faves to the 
uttermoft, all who come to God by him.f That no 

pharifee, 
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pharifee,} however reformed, moralized, and polifhed 
he may be, can be faved without Chrift. That no 
returning finner will ever be rejected by him, however 
great and manifold his crimes may have been. That 
thofe whom Chrift pardons, he alfo fan&ilies and faves 
them from fin, by the powerful operation of his Holy 
Spirit. 

The fervice was then concluded in the ufual man- 
ner : and the whole of it was lively, animating, and 
impreflive $ aud all prefent feemed fenfible that the 
Divine Prefence was there. The Sermon carried with 
it a power and evidence which was generally felt. 

Service being concluded, Evangelijla and Civicus 
retired together, and when arrived at home they thus 
began to converfe. 

Chicus. Dear Evangelifta, you have been preach- 
ing on the great Redemption, it is certainly a moft 
delightful fubject, but for the prefent, if you pleafe, 
let our contemplations turn on the Divine Being and 
perfections. 

Evan. I confent, — and obferve, 

1. Deity is^poiTefled of undervived exiflence, and 
independant Being 5 without beginning, author, or 
caufe 5 for the holy word informs us, he is from ever- 
lafting to everlafting ;* and that he is the former of 
all things ;\ that he created all things by the word of 
his power j he fpoke all things into evidence : confe- 
quently, he is the ever-living and felf-exifting / AM. 
The fountain of all life and the great progenitor 
of univerfal nature. God is of himfelf, without any 
conceivable derivation, dependance, or limitation 
whatever. Therefore, it is well faid by Paul, he who 
comes to God mud believe that he is.\\ He does not 
fay what he is ; for that can never be fully told ; but 
the natural and neceffary inference to be drawn from 
it is, that he is infinite : in his nature, perfections, and 

attributes, 
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attributes, great beyond all poffible conception $ 
and ^infinitely exalted above all blefiing and praife. 
But/ 

2. Deity muft needs be immutable. The facred 
word fays, he is ivithout variation or fbadoiv of a 
change. § He is the Jat/ie from eternity to eternity. ^ 
What he now is, that he ever was, and his being, pur- 
pofes, and perfections never alter. Immutability is an 
eifential perfection of the divine nature 3 and the being 
of God is an eternal now. Reafon will dictate this 
truth, that yariablenefs is abfolutely inconfiftent with 
perfection : but God is infinitely perfect. Therefore, 
he is as the fcripture teaches, the fame ye/lerday, to-day, 
and for ever* But I obferve, 

3. Omnipotencef is efTential to the Divine Being. 
The works of creation evince tliis ; for he who made 
all things, and preferves univerfal nature muft be the 
Lord Almighty. And the Being who does this, muft , 
be pouefled of all conceivable power ; yea, of incon- 
ceivable energy. But Jehovah commanded the hea- 
vens, the earth, and the feas into being, and gave life 
to all living things, both celeftial and terreftial.J 
Therefore, all poflible power refides in him natively, 
as in its proper fourcc. And he can create or deftroy 
as he fees good, for he can effeft whatever he pleafes. 
Confeqtrentlv, all powers of every fhape and name, 
depend on divine power, nor can they exift but as God 
chufes. For the infinite capability of Jehovah reaches 
beyond the utmoft ftretch of thought, nor can men or 
angels either tell or conceive § how great -bis omnipo- 
tence actually is, or fay what wonders it can, or cannot 
perform ; but this is evident, it can do whatever it 
wills, whether it be the creation of millions of worlds, 
or the annihilation of all beings but his own. Reafon 
and fcripture agree in this ; that Jehovah is the Lord 
Almighty. But, 

4 Oranifciencc 
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4. Omnifciencell is alio an infinite perfection of 
the divine raind 3 it is cffential to Deity to be infinite 
in knowledge. God, who is the fountain of life, is alfo 

*the fource of light ; and all light, natural intellectual, 
and ipiritual, refides in the Godhead, and flows from 
him. He is the Father of Lights.^ He knoweth all 
things in the heavenly world, and gave the angelic 
hoft, and the fpirits of the juft estry particle of know- 
ledge which they poifefs. He knoweth every thing 
on earth, nor can any thing whatever be hid from hiro, 
whether it be great or fmall, good or evil. All that 
wifejom which the fons of men potfefs, he is the author 
and the giver of it 5 nor has any man a tingle grain 
more than God gives him. He knoweth all things in 
the infernal regions,* every diabolical fcheme agaioft 
the church of Chrift, or any individual faint, is per- 
fectly known to him j hell is uncovered before hiro. 
Knowledge in God, as well as power, is infinite and 
eternal : and every thing which tranfpire* through the 
narrow bounds of time, and whatever ihall come to 
pafs to eternity, is ever frefent to infinite knowledge : 
nor is any thing pafi, or to come, to Divine Omnifcience. 
Ail things, from the greatell to the leaft, are perfectly 
known to God. And all things done, or that ever 
ihall be done, whether good or evil, either by men or 
angels, remain the fame before him. Nor is it poflible 
that any thing fhould efcape his notice ; but all things 
now in exigence, and ^whatever ihall exift in future, 
are underftood by Jehovah with infinite precifion. 
And when every thing that ever ihall come to pafs, 
has been actually com plea ted, it will add nothing to 
the infinite knowledge of the great Jehovah, For he 
knows all things perfectly, infinitely, and everlajiingly. 
But I obferve, 

5. That Omniprefence,J is likewife a perfection of 
the Divine EfTenqe. For that power which created all 
things muft needs be every where prefent, as the preferver 

of 
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of all things. Infinite power mufl be omniprefent, for 
nothing can be where it is not. Confequently, no 
place or fpace,| however capacious or contracted it 
may be, can either circurafcribe or exclude him, he 
fills all worlds, and upholds univerfal nature. It is 
impoffible to conceive of any place or fpace from 
which the infinite Creature is abfent. He is, there- 
fore, the ever-prcfent and omnifrefent Jehovah. In the 
heavenly world he is ever prefent to felicitate 
the celeftial inhabitants by the manifeftation of hia 
unveiled glories, and rilling the celeftial regions with 
inconceivable fplendor and refulgence. On earth, his 
power is prefent to protect, preferve, and fupply|| the 
wants of every living thing. To his faints in this 
zuor/d, he manifefts his gracious and merciful prefeucej 
and they are at all times con fcious of his ©ami pre fence 
and of his general providence, and at fome feafons 
they are feelingly confcious of his fpecial and gracious 
prefence; and of his merciful interference in their 
favor. To ihem, divine omniprefence is a fource of 
confolation, and a facred ftiraulus to true virtue. In 
the infernal regions, divine vindictive J u ft ice is 
prefent to punifh the guilty with !ts terrors. Thus 
the exiftence of all things, prove to a demonstration, 
the omniprefence of God ; for all things aud all beings, 
were made, and are fupported by his power, and ' 
nothing can exift in the abfence of that power. Con- 
fequently, divine power is every where prefent. But 
I obferve, 

6. That infinite Goodnefs,* is alfo a perfection of 
the Deity, natively and neceflarily refident in him. 
He who made all things, and fupplies all things with 
his munificence, muft needs be infinitely good. But 
Jehovah fupplies all rational beings, and all animal 
creation with being and fupport. The inhabitants of 
the heavenly world live on his bounty, in the moft 
felicitating and abundant manner. They derive from 

him 
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him their being and their blifs, as well as their fpotlefs 
parity ; their happinefs it perfect in its kind, and 
eternal in its duration ; and great and glorious above 
our conceptions. AH the inhabitants of the earth, are 
likewife living on his bounty, and fupplied by his 
goodnefs, for he makes his fun tojbine on the ev'd y and o* 
the good,f and be fends his rain on tbejuft and on the 
nnjuft. Yea, the eyes of all living look to him for 
fupply, and he gives them their meat in due feafon. 
Behold, with wonder and delight, how divine goodness 
extends to, and is enjoyed by all animate nature. 
Through all the earth divine goodnefs {nines, and all 
flefh enjoys its proportion of the fame : and that 
proportion is fuited to the natures and wants of all, in 
the belt poflible manner that infinite wifdom and 
rectitude conceives to be nioft proper. All men par- 
take of his general goodnefs, J but the faints of God 
partake of his fpecial grace. To them he gives grace 
and glory, and from them withholds no good thing. ^ 
Divine goodnefs has replenished the earth with immenfe 
itores of good, both for man and beaft, and from thence 
they derive fuitable fupport and nourifhment : aBd 
we may juflly fay of it, it is higher than the heavens, 
deeper than the lowed depths, more cxtennve than 
the wideft fpace, and broader than the utmoft bounds 
of creation. It is as infinite as the divine mind, and 
perfect as God himfelf, for 'tis bonndlefs and incon- 
ceivable. Let us difmifs this idea by tinging the 
following lines. 

" He makes his grafs the hills adorn, 
And clothes the fmiling fields with corn ; 
He pours his goodnefs from the Ikies, 
And fends all creatures rich fupplies ; 
He gives us all things, and withholds 
No real good from upright fouls." 

Watts. 
But in the next place, 

7. Mercy is an effential perfection in the Deity : 

he 
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he tells us his Dame is Merciful-,* and alfo, that bis 
Under Mercies are* over all ibis vuorts : that as tender 
parents pity their offspring, fo he pities them that 
fear him. But mercy hasrefpect to mifery and wretch- 
ednefs, and divine mercy has had refpect to miferable 
raan, and of its ozvn mere good pleafure. God, in the 
per fon of his Son, has trcafured up boundiefs mercy 
and infinite grace, for the miferable children of Adam. 
It was divine mercy that pitied us in our low effete, 
becaufe it endures for ever 3+ and provided redemption 
for as. It was divine mercy that fent falvation to us j 
and it was divine mercy, that liberated us, my dear 
Cvvicus, from the chains of our finful flavery, and 
healed us of our fpiritual maladies, and delivered us 
from the curfe under which we had fallen $ and it will 
make us meet for glory. Divine mercy finds us food, 
and clothes us with love, protects us from danger, 
fupports ns under our trials, and relieves our neceflities, 
yea^ and makes all things work for our good :§ and, to 
crown all, takes us at laft to heaven, and makes us 
perfectly and eternally happy. But in the next 
place, 

8. Perfect Juflice dwells natively in the Deity. 
Yes, the Maker and Judge of all theearthdoes right.|| 
He is the juft God, and all his works are done in 
tighteoufnefs. He pardons and laves all thofe who 
believe his gofpel, and obey his commands; and 
puniihes only for fin and unrighteoufnels which is 
never repented of. The perfeveringly wicked only, he 
condemns -, the believing and repenting finner, he 
freely and fully juflifies. He pleads the caufe of \x\% 
opprefied, and plagues the oppreifors. As Lord of 
all, he has promulgated the bed laws, and the obedi- 
ence they require, is productive of the raoft perfect 
felicity. But the impious and finally impenitent tranf- 
greflbrs of thofe pure laws, are not any one of them 
fuffered to pafs with impunity. Every part of the 

divine 
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divine conduit is regulated by infinite juftice, and 
though at times fhort-fighted mortals can fee nothing 
but clouds and darknefs round about him, yet Juftice 
s>nd Judgment are (till the habitation of his throne. 
His rewards are juft, and his corrections are right. 
His curfe falls on .the incorrigible only : and he pardons 
repenting tranfgreflbrs in full confiftency with the 
mod perfect equity ; for he punifhes fin while he par- 
dons the penitent. Therefore, we fay, with the ut- 
moft ftrictnefs of truth, that all his works are done in 
righteoufnefs. And at laft, the righteous and the 
wicked will fee and own, that the Lord is a Ged of 
infinite juftice. The faints will fee it and rejoice, and 
the wicked muft Own, they have but the due reward 
of their evil deeds, even when they fall beneath his 
frown. All {hall then own, his nature is pure, bis 
laws are right, and that he is good and juft. But I 
obferve in the next place, 

9. That God is infinitely wife,* It is eflential to 
the Divine Being to be infinite in wifdom -, yea, all 
wifdom dwells in him, and he is the great fountain 
from whence it flows 3 in him it originates, and from 
him it proceeds to all who are bleft with any fhare of 
it. Therefore, he can rule, and over-rule all creatures 
and all events. He can permit evil without being 
the author of it : and he can over-rule the evil actions 
of his offending creatures, without conniving at (heir 
fin, and bring about the greateft good, when they 
commit the greateft evil. He can, and has fubftituted 
the innocent for the guilty,f to fuffer for and redeem 
them ; and that in the moft perfect confiftency with 
infinite juftice j and by this means, he can and has 
punifhed an innocent victim, and thereby fatisfied 
divine juftice, J and redeemed and pardoned an innu- 
merable multitude of finners, of theblackeft character^ 
By his wifdom he has actually planned and effected 

this 
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this, in the perfon of his Son : and through that re- 
demption which Jefus has wrought, he has imparted 
renovation and eternal life to unnumbered millions. 
He can and does govern all worlds without difficulty, 
confuiion, or perturbation, and with the mod perfect 
quiefcence. He can fuffer confufion to arife without 
authorifing it, to bring about the molt beautiful order 
and harmony -, and by dire anarchy, he can Remove 
worfe evils, and effect the moft beneficial reforms ;|[ 
and by thefe means he can manifeft his wifdom with* 
out being either unkind or urvwife : and all this he has 
effected in divers times and places. He can fufrer 
vice to arife to the higheft, and thereby deftroy the 
-wicked /and deliver his people, and make an effectual 
way for the fpread of his gofpel, and the reign and 
triumph of true virtue, and the virtuous of mankind. 
Thi$ and much more abundantly, will divine wifdom 
gloroufly effect in its own time and way, and in the 
mod confpicuous manner ; and, to human reafon, by 
very unlikely means. Sound reafon will dictate, that 
this is true of Jehovah ; and the fcripture fays, he is 
the att-nvife God. But I obferve, 

W. That abfolute and uncontroled Sovereignity,* 
is an attribute of Deity, and this by native right. 
The great Author of all things mud needs be 
the rightful owner,f and the Sovereign difpofer of all 
things. All things and all powers are his own -, the 
untverfe is his kingdom, and all creatures muft be 
fubject to him. They who willingly fubmit, are happy 
in his favor ; but the obftinate and rebellious mall be 
conquered, either by juftice or mercy. Indeed, his 
willing fubjects on earth, are all of them firfi fubdued 
by mercy ; and thole who perfift in their rebellion, fall 
under his vindictive hand. He has an infinite right 
to rule at plea (lire, for he is the only Potentate% with 
whom power originates. Therefore, he is perfectly 
and abfolutely right in doing whatever he pleafes. 

Creatures 
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Creatures of every name, are the productions of his 
power, and rational creatures of every description, owe 
their being and capacities to his difcrimiiiatiug good- 
nefs. From his hand proceeds all life, "and all good 
things j and, therefore, all things muft be perfectly at his 
difpofal -, and it is infinitely right that they fbould. His 
dominion is, as it ought to be, both abfolute,^ univef- 
fal, and eternal. This is the exclufive right and pre- 
rogative of the great Jehovah ; and neither prieft nor 
potentate can pretend to any fuch right, without 
arrogance and blafphemy. He only, who is infinitely 
wife and perfectly good, can be the abfolute and 
univerfal Ruler ; but thefe perfections are found in 
God alone : therefore, 'tis his exclufive right; and un- 
biafled reafon will confirm this fad : the fcripturc 
fay9, his Kingdom ruhth over all :|| and he himfelf is, 
King of Kings, and Lord of Lords. ^[ But I would 
obferve, 

11. Thatfpotlefs purity and holinefs, refide na- 
tively in God,* and are efTential to the divine nature. 
A God of infinite juftice muft needs be fpotlefsly pure, 
and he who does all things in abfolute righteoufnefs, 
muft needs be holy : therefore, he fays to all his 
children, be ye holy for I am holy. He who is a juft God. 
and a Saviour, is alfo, at the fame time, a fin pardoii- 
ing, and a fin avenging God. For, though he pardons 
penitents, he punifhes their crimes in the perfon of 
their Surety, and corre&s them in a fatherly way, for 
their tranfg re (lions, though he faves them for ever. 
And the finally impenitent, are punifhed with ever- 
lafting deftru&ion, from the prefence of the Lord and 
from the glory af his power. Therefore, it isfafeto 
conclude, in the language of the Lord himfelf. His 
ways are pure : he is righteous in all his ways, and boh 
in all his works, f There is none holy as the Lord, none 
fo righteous as our God. He is a God of infinite purity, 
and he looks upon fin with deteftation and abhorrance. 
And though he faves his people, he faves them from \ 

their 

§ Pf. lxxvi. 9, 10. & lxv. 13. f Rev. xix. 16. 

|| Pf. xcix. 9.— Lev. xx. 7. * Pf. cxlv. 17. 

f 1. Sam. ii. 2. ± Matt, i, 21. 



k 



( 95 ) 

:ir fins, not in thera. They are made to know that 
is an evil and bitter thing - y yea, more bitter than 
ith, in any form whatever, and more loathforae 
in gall and wormwood, or the moft deadly poifon ; 
fets them apart for himfelf,§ and holds them in his 
nd, and makes them to appear as lights in the 
>rld. He teaches them to imitate him in his holi- 
fs, and to hate and fgrfake iniquity, and the conduct 
d converfation of finful men. All which fhews 
n to be the Holy 0?ie ; for nothing that is unholy or 
pare can dwell in his prefence. Holinefs to the 
rd, is written on the hearts, and imprinted on the 
eheads of all them who ihali dwell in the courts of 
i glory. Therefore, though he is a fin-pardoning, 
is alfo, a fin-avenging God. This is further evinced 
th by his law and his gofpel. The law enjoins the 
)ft perfect holinefs, both in heart and life ; the gofpel 
tores all who are made partakers of its benefits, to 
linefs internally and externally. Confequently, it 
evident, that Jehovah is a God of fpotlefs purity. 
t I would obferve, , 

12. That perfe6t and inviolable Truth* is natively 
d neceiTarily inherent in the Divine Being. For a 
ing fo good, lb holy, fo righteous and juft, can never 
fify.f Truth dwells in him as in its proper foun- 
n, and flows from him as from its native fource, 
d (hines with fuperlative beauty in all that he fays. 
s doctrines are infallibly true, and the predictions he 
s caufed to be recorded for our inftru&ion, have 
iny of them been verified by the events foretold, and 
d thofe which remain to be fulfilled, are all infallibly 
rtain in their accompliihment. His promifes are 
crlaftfng verity ; and he is, and ever will be, a God 
(filling his word. % * 

" His truth inviolably keeps 
The largeft promife of his lips.** 

All his threatenings will be fully executed, on the 
laliy impenitent. The truth of God is abfolute and 

eternal, 

§ Pfalm iv. 3. * Jer. x. 10.— Ifai^h xl. 8. 
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eternal, it can never be falfified, altered, or changed j 
and this is a permanent fource of confolatio:.i to every 
believer. His \v ord is fi r m ? r t h a n l h e pi J 1 * •• of ha- 
ven, or the fonnd.M i or. s of the earth. Safe and happy 
are all they who put their truft in him. But I would 
cbferve again, 

13. That incomprehenfibility* is an attribute of 
Deity, and juflly attributed to him. The infinite God 
muft needs be beyond the comprehenfion of finite be- 
ings, who are not able to comprehend themfelves. Men 
cannot find out their own finite and limited natures 
to perfection, much lefs can they find out the nature ' 
of him who is infinite in all perfection. All that can 
be known of God by any of us, is from the manifes- 
tations he has fecn good to make of bimfelf in bis 
word, and by his works. The latter (hew his power 
and Godhead,f and convinces our reafon that he is ' 
able to do whatever he chules, and to perform wonden 
far above all that we can conceive or think. The 
former fhews us what he is, and tells us, that he is 
eternal, unchangeable, omnifcient, omnipotent, ftc. 
But all our defcriptions of him fall infinitely fhort 
of what he really is. Indeed all language muft fail 
to defcribe bim who is infinite. The raoft capacious 
of all the creatures he has made, are but finite and 
limited ; but he is the infinite and incomprehenfible 
God. J Therefore, all the praiies that are paid him in 
heaven and earth, fall vaftly fhort in defcribing bit 
infinity. But his own works praife him, and his word 
tells us that of htm, which could never otherwife have 
been known. In the fcriptures, all that is neceflary I 
for us to know of him, is there taught us ; both for oor 
prefent welfare and eternal felicity ; and from hence 
we muft derive all accurate knowledge of God. But I 
would obferve again, 

14. The divine Eflence is One, § and no more, 
though there be (which idolaters have called) Gods 

many 




• Rom. xi. 33.— Pfalm cxlv. 3. + Rom. i. 20.— Job xxvi. 14. 
Job xxxvii. as. § Deut. vi. 4— Ifa.xl«. 8.— I. Cor.viii.4. 






( 97 ) 

, and Lords many, but to us, who know anil 
e our Bibles, there is but one God. ONE great 
?aufe of all things, One Almighty Creator and 
rver, who hath all power and Jife in himfelf, and 
; reign is infinite, unbounded, and eternal. He is 
fore, the Only Potentate ; and there are no more 
but He. Reafon itfelf can perceive that there 
:>e but one, who is an infinite, univerfal, and 
me Being ; that there can be but one, who is over 
jod blefled for ever. Abfolute fupremacy is 
ial to one God, and this, in the very nature of 
s, excludes all co-partnerfhip in divine fupremacy* 
: we admit of another to be Jehovah, befides him 
is fo, neither of them could be Lord of all ; for 
would reftrict the other, and neither of them 

reign without control. But this is fuch an ab- 
:y, that I fhould think no one can admit for a 
snt, who believes that there is a God. For it is 
nt, there can be but one who has univerfal da- 
rn. But the Kingdom of God ruleth over all* 
efore, God is one. Befides, there can be but one 
is the Creator of all things, for if there are tivo 
create, one of them muft be a created creator 5 
his can never be 3 therefore, there is but one 
:or, and that one Creator is the eternal Jehovah j 
we adopt the lapguage of the pfalmift and fay, 
>a% is God alone ; over all fir ever hleft. And 
>h none can fearch him out to perfection, or 
ver but fome faint traces of his being and per- 
ms, yet he can manifeft himfelf to as many as he 
es, and in what meafure he pleafes 5 in the Bible 
as manifefted himfelf in a manner vaftly fuperior 
y thing that could ever otherwife have been con- 
id of him ; and furely, what he is pleafed to fay 
imfef, muft needs be moil flridtly and perfectly 
Nor can any thing be fo rational as to admit, 
the divine goodnefs is fuch, that it will impart to 
s rational offspring, that knowledge of the divine 

which it is neceffary for the honor and happinefs 
deemed man to know, and to be fubmiffive to : 
it is equally rational to admit, that if God makes 

I an 
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aay revelation of himfelf to man, that he thereby 
difcoven to him foraething grand and important of 
Mmiehf that can never be known any other way 5 and 
by looking into my Bible, and fearching candidly and 
feriowfly, I find this is flritlly and abfoJutefy* true* 
Therefore I fay, 

15. That Deity has made known himfelf in the 
pages of revealed trnth,+ in a manner that is vaftly 
luperior to every other that has been or can be made 
of him, by any man or men that ever exifted. There 
we find he defcribes himfelf to us in fuch a tranfeend- 
ent and glorious manner, as human intellect could 
never have gueffed at, if left alone to conceive of God. 
Reafon then, muft bow to revelation, and own -the 
divine teflemony, though it foars above the utmoft 
firetch of its powers ; for here the Deity f peaks, and 
found reafon will fubmit. On this ground we aflert, 
that we believe the Divine Nature is focial, though 
alone -, and for this reafon, we are told, that there are 
fhreeivhd bear record in heaven, the Father , the Word and 
the Holy Sprit, and that thefe Three are One.% There 
is, therefore, One God, and but one ; but this almighty 
inconceivable Jehovah is a triune God in unity : and 
this Triunity is taught us by Jefus Chrift, in his insti- 
tution of chriflian baptifm, which is to be adminiftered 
in* the name of Father y Son, and Holy Ghoft. At the 
baptifrn of Chrift, we find the Father fpeaks himfelf, 
and calls Chrift his beloved Son, and the Hofy Spirit 
defcends on him in an afThmed viftble fhape. The 
apoftolic benediction, is in thefe words : The grace 
of our Lord Jefus Chrift, and the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Ghojl, be with you all. In the 
beginning of the exiftence of this world, the Spirit of 
God is faid to move, &c. and God fpeaks of himfelf in 
the plural number, let US make man, § and St. John 
fays, In the beginning ivas the Word, and the Word was 

with 

• Pf. xia. 7 to 10— 1L Tim. Hi. i5, 10. f II. Pet. i. 10 to 21. 
1 I. John v. 7* 8. — Matt. Hi. 16, 17. — zxviu. 19, 20. 
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with G*d, and the Word tuas God. It appears that 1he 
prophets in the old teftament, and the apoftles in the 
new, worfhip the triune God, hi thefe words $ Hofy, 
Hofy, Holy, Lord God Almighty. And that divine wor- 
fhip is paid to the Father, the Son, and the Htly Spirit, 
both in the old teftament and the new, is clear, and 
beyond the power of a rational contradiction. There- 
fore, to worfhip the Father (through Chrift) is to 
worfhip God ; and to worfhip Jefus Chrift y is to worfhip 
God in the perfon of Chrift -, and to worfhip the Holy 
Spirit, is likewife to worfhip God. But let us never 
forget, that there is one God, and one Mediator between 
God and man, the man Chrift Jefus ;* and that, con- 
sequently, all acceptable worfhip to the Fathtr, is 
v directed to him through the Son, under the influence 
of the Holy Spirit. And let us never try to reafon away 
what God has been pleafed to fay of himfelf ; and 
though this is above the power of reafon to conceive 
of, farther than revealed in fcripture ; yet, faith pre- 
vails here, and we worfhip a triune God in unity .f 

Now, my Civicus, you have heard my le&ure, and 
that I may difcover whether you have made any im- 
provement, be fo good as to favor me with your infer- 
ences from what 1 have advanced. 

dvicas. O my Evangelifta, are you going to fet 
roe to make inferences ? I fear I ihall be but very 
inapt to fuch an employment : but however, if I wmft 9 
I con fen t to do as well as I can. But before I proceed, 
J would juft obferve, it appears to me, that the chil* 
dren of C jd are called to exercife faith in the divine 
teftimony, and not to frame fvftems of divinity by 
philofophical reafoning. I defpife not reafon, but it 
is, in my opinion, the moft reasonable of all things to 
believe, that God cannot deceive, nor iliew himfelf in 
falfe difguife; and, that what he lays of himfelf fets 
every other teftimony eternally aiide, except it be in 
exact agreement with his own words. Therefore, I 
infer, 

I. if 

* I. Tim. ii. a, - f I. Cor. i. 3. —Phil. i. a.— ii. 1. 
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1. If God be eternal, there is nothing pail nor to s 
come with him,|| for every thing is infinitely known 
to him ; nor can any thing be either forgotten or un- 
forefeen by hira:H but all things as they have been, as 
they now are, or ever fhall be, remain before him 
ferfeflfy the fame. For, with him there is no variable- 
nefs, nor (hadow of a change.* But, 

2. If Deity be all-knowing, all-powerful, and 
every where prefent, then all creatures depend on him 
for being, for well-being, and prefcrvation $ and all this 
depends entirely on his good pleafure.f At his com- 
mand they rofe into exiftence, and at his frown they 
perifh ; and then, it muft be clear to every difcerning 
mind, that ail things, and every creature in the heavens 
and on the earth, depend abfolutely on the Divine 
good pleafure, for being, prefervation, and ever} 7 good 
thing. Without this, nothing can exift ; for without 
his aid, all creatures muft link, and fall, and die. 
Therefore, all exiftence depends on the will, the 
power, and goodnefs of the great Jehovah. But in the 
next place, 

3. If God be immutable, then whatever he does, is 
what he had before defigned to do; J for a new refolution 

•^ is a change of purpofe, and a change of purpofe is in- 

confiftent with infinite wifdom : but God is infinitely 
wife. Confequently, he is in one mind^ and none can 
turn him, and what his foul defireth even that hedoeth. 
For the purpofe of the Lord ftandeth for ever, and the 
thoughts of his heart to all generations : and he 
worketh all things after the counfel of his own will. 
And on this ground and foundation refts the certain 
falvation of all the throng redeemed by blood divine. 
But in the next place, 

4. If God does all -things after the counfel of his 
own will, then nothing happens by chance, but all 
things and all events come to pafs moft wifely ; and in 

the 

II Pfalm xxxiii. 11. 1 A6ls xv. 18. * Jam. i. 17. 
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the bed manner : none can better the divine plan an} 
more than they can alter it. Then it is clear, that 
all things are ordered by infinite wifdom, in the moft 
proper, as well as the moft regular and orderly man- 
ner : and no doubt but the beauty, order, and propri- 
ety of every tingle ftep of the divine conduct, wift 
excite the admiration, the praife, and gratitude* of all 
the faints in the heavenly world, to eternal ages. But 
in the next place, 

5. If the Deity be infinitely true and juft, then 
the faints have the moft firm and folid ground ^foc 
confblation.f For God has made to them, exceeding 
many great and precious promifes ; and they may allure 
themfelves, they will all be performed, both to their 
joy and falvation, and the glory of the divine name : . 
for he who is perfectly true, is alfo infinitely faithful, 
and he will perform every good word of promife to 
them to the uttermoft, and make them happy in time 
and to eternity. But in the next place, 

6. If Deity be infinitely juft, he will punifti all the 
finally impenitent J to theutmoft of their dernerits,and 
that mull be, &.Pok/ tells us, with everlafting destruc- 
tion and baniihment from his blifsful prefenceinto eter- 
nal fire, ivbere tie zvorm diet b not and tbefireis fiotquencfa 
ed. § For it wil 1 be found true by all the finally impenitent 
and unbelieving ; That the wicked Jball be turned into 
Hell, and all the nations that forget God. || For a Being 
who is infinitely good muft needs hate evil, and puniftr 
it -, or elfe he muft ceafe to be good. A righteous 
governor on earth, muft not only reward the good, but 
punifh the evil $ or other wife he is clothed with pow- 
er in vain. But God is juft, and all his works are done 
in righteoufnefs 5 therefore, the wicked muft turn or 
perifh. But, 

7. If God be the univerfal Governor, he will in due 

time 

• Pfalm cxlv. 1, a, 3. f II. Peter i. 4. J Pf. cxlvi. 9, 
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tiflae bring is that glorious reign of righteoofnefs and 
peace, which the fcriptnre teUrusf lhall adorn .the 
latter days. And no doubt bat every ftep of the divine 
conduct, is a gradation in the diiine proceedare tend- 
ing toward* it; and every loch gradation taken is a 
bringing forward its happy approach ; and fo fare as 
there is any one ftep taken, fo fore will all the reft, 
and the glorious time arrive in all its folnefs -, and the 
long wifhed for day blefs the the admiring eyes of 
thoie who have waited and prayed for it. But in the 
next place, 

8. God being a moft pare Spirit, knowing all things, 
and being every where prefent : they who would pay 
him acceptable worfhip, moft be fpiritual worfhippers,* 
who worfhip him in a fpiritual manner, through the 
Mediator. None befides are like to find acceptance 
with him. Confequently, tbofe who are dead in fin,f 
are not acceptable worfhippers, bat fi oners before him, 
even in their bed performances : bat fouls made 
Spiritually alive to God, are bleft with laving faith in 
Jefus Chrift our Lord, thefe offer fpiritual facrifices 
acceptable to the Father, by him ; and none befides 
can. I look upon this to be a matter of fuch impor- 
tance, and myfelf fuch a novice, that 1 feel incapable 
of conceiving of it as I could wifh, nor do I under- 
ftand it as 1 defire -, I muft therefore requeft my 
Bvange/ifta to give his thoughts on this interesting 
fubject. 

Evan. Your ideas, are pertinent and juft, 
and your mind is laudably inquifitive to know 
more -, I am very glad of this, and I fhall with the 
greater freedom and readinefs proceed now to give 
you a few ideas on the nature of fpiritual and accept- 
able worfhip. And I obferve, 

J. Your have anticipated (in a great meafure) 
what 1 had thought proper to mention here. That 
all acceptable worfhip is a fpiritual facrifice J which can 

be 
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be performed by fpiritual perfons only. Nothing can 
be more certain ; 'tis the doctrine which our Lord 
taught the woman of Samaria, and us alio, by the 
fame divine word. Therefore, this is a fettled point. 
Perfons dead in fin, reft in the form of worfhip, but 
fouls divinely renewed and made fpiritually alive 
cannot be fatisfied with formality, they muft have 
Dcaraefs to God, and communion with him, or they 
cannot be fatisfied. But I obferve in the next 
place, 

2. That to be fpiritual in the worfhip of God, it 
is neceflary to have the underftanding enlightened by 
divine truth j{ for without this 'tis impotlible to have 
any acquaintance with the thing itfelf, and equally 
impofftble to engage in the glorious work. An uncon- 
verted roan has no other idea of worfhip than outward 
geftures, and uttering words ; his foul is dead to God, 
having no right knowledge of him, either in his per- 
fon or worfhip : therefore, his lifelefs foul refts in dead 
formality, without any defire of any thing farther 
than that ; vainly ftippofing, that when the religious 
formula which his feci: has adopted, is performed on a 
Lord's day, his duty is done, and all is well. Not fo 
the chriftian— and, blefTed be God, not fo my Crvieus ; 
his mind is in fome good degree enlightened with 
divine truth, he knows, that bodily exerctfe prqfitetb lit- 
tle :* that God is a Spirit ,-f and that thofe iuho ivorjhip 
him (acceptably) muft ivorjhip him in fpirit and m 
truth. The chriftian knows, that God is prefent in 
all places and at all times ; and my Crvieus knows this, 
and fometimes he has realized the Divine Prefence 
with his worshipping people, and been enabled to con- 
ceive of God as being intimately nigh -, and has been 
made really confeious of the favourable and gracious 
prefence of the Lord ; and in confequence of that, has 
been filled with unfpeakable pleafure and delight ; and 
this has made him fing, truly the Lord was ht this place., 
and J had evidence that he ivasvvitb me. You know 

that 
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that this is a thins; really true, for you hare enjoyed 
it ; and this is the fulfilment of our Lord's own graci* i 
ous promife, Lai 1 am with you, te.J Andnvkert 
ttvo or three are met together in my name, there am I in tit 
mtdfiofthem. All who read and underftand the Bible, 
know this to be a real fa6t ; bnt vou have proved it 
No perlbn, however, will defire the enjoyment, bat 
thofe know it is to be enjoyed. And till a man knowi 
mis he cannot be a fpiritual worfliipper. Knowledge, 
f pi ritual knowledge, then, is abfolntely neccfiary to 
fpiritual worihip ; the latter cannot be, where the 
former is not enjoyed., 

3. But Faith is alfo effentially neceflary,§ for with 
out faith it is impoffihe to pieafe the Lord; and certainly 
impollible to be fpiritual worihippers of God. It » 
riot only neceflary to know that thefe are the privi- 
ledges of the faints, but if we would be acceptable 
worihippers of the great Jehovah, we muft have a 
realizing faith in the truth of thofe things :* it is not 
enough to affent to them as true, but he who worthing 
God, mud believe, not only in his exiftence, but m 
the truth of his gracious promifes,f and that he ful- 
fils his word to all them who put their trull in him, 
and who expect his gracious prefence and Weffing. 
It is the bufinels of faith to take him at his word 3 and 
to [expedfc the bleffing he has promifed to give us. 
The fpiritual worfhipper enters the Lord's houfe rely- 
ing on his word of promife, praying for the bleffing 
promifed ; trailing that the Lord will be as good as 
his word, and make him feel he is with him of a truth. 
By this faith the true chriftten honors the Lord more 
than by any thing elfe that he can perform. To take 
the Lord at his word; firmly believing we fhail have 
every thine from him, that is good for us, is to 
pay him fpiritual and acceptable worfhip ; and the 
more we abound in this holy confidence, the more we 
mall know of his love, and the more we (hall honor 

and 
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and glorify him. And without faith we cannot wof- 
lhip God acceptably at all, nor perform any act of 
acceptable devotion. The true worfhipper enters into 
the fpirit of St. Peter's words, at the houfe of Cor- 
nelius ; He thatfeareth him and ivorheth righteoufnefs, 
is accepted qfhim,\\ &c. But in the next place, 

4. To whomfoever faith is given, of the kind 
before defcribed, there is alfo holy lovefl produced in 
fuch fouls, both to the Lord bimfelf, and the worfhip 
he has appointed* in his earthly courts ; and this is 
neceflary to conftitute our worfhip fpiritual and ac- 
ceptable ; David defcribes the very heart of every 
true worfhipper, in thefe words : Lord, 1 have loved 
the habitation of thy houfe, and the place where thy honor 
dzvel/eth.f This fhews the facred delight which a 
good man has in divine worihip ; and they who feel 
this facred pleafure, defire the return of the Sabbath,* 
and their fpiritual employments in the Houfe of God, 
as much, nay more, than their neceflary food ; and the 
feveral means which divine grace has appointed, j&xp 
more deiired by them than much fine gold. In Wait- 
ing thus before the Lord, they find knowledge 
increafed, their underftandings are more and more 
enlightened ; faith is increafed in firength and vigour; 
love ^indies into divine delight -, and the foul fees, 
that being in perfon accepted in the Beloved, the 
humble worfhip it eflays to render to the Lord, is 
accepted alfo in the fame way. But in the next 
place, 

5. v Delight,§ alfp enters into the nature of fpiritual 
and acceptable worfhip ; for by this is the true worA- 
fhipper actuated. Solemn delight and facred pleafurc 
in the fouls of the Lord's people, make them refemble 
the worfhip of heaven, in their humble attempts be- 
low : and in thefe holy exercifes all their powers are. 

/ employed 
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employed, in prayer and praife, in hearing the divine 
word, and in commemorating the Redeemer's death, 
their fouls are engaged in delightful meditation on 
ihe wonderful love and aftonifhing kindnefs of oar 
God and Saviour. This fills them at the fame time, 
with holy pleafure and deep humiliation — With plei- 
fure, to fee their own perfonal intereft|| in redeeming 
love -, with deep humiliation, at a light and fenfe of 
their own vilenefs and depravity tf and this is perfectly 
confident the one with the other. Deep felf-loathing 
on account of our finfulnefs, and folemn delight io 
divine worfhip, are feelings which the true worfhipper 
is well acquainted with : yea, and whoever has felt I 
the humbling influence of the former, will not be long 
a dranger to the latter > for indeed they are confequeat 
the one on the other $ for fays bur Lord himfelt, Be 
%u/io humbles himfelf Jliall be exalted* So that if the 
former is felt, the latter will be enjoyed.' Then we 
may fay, that felf-abafement and complacency in God, 
are certainly evidential of fpirituality in divine wor- 
fhip;\and the happy fouls who are bled with thefe 
feelings are of the number of the Lord's true wor- 
shippers. Therefore, 

6. Thofe who thus worfhip God in fpirit and truth, 
are bled with holy fervor in the exercife of divine 
worfhip. They are fervent in prayer, lively in praife; 
and they hear the word for therofelves ; as candidates 
for a happy eternity. They do not go to the Houfe 
of God to fleep there, but to engage in divine worfhip, 
to receive fpiritual benefit, and to pay unto God their 
lively thankfgivings for all his mercies. Animated 
with a fenfe of the greatnefs of their folemn and 
facred employment, their every power awakes into 
lively exercife, and kindles into holy devotion. * Yet 
it muft be confefled, that at times (and* alas ! too 
often) they find this dull body a clog that bares them 
down to earth j yet they are not habitually overcome 
by its dulnefs ; and when they are befet with its in- 
fluence 
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fluence, and langour and wearinefs feizes them, it is 
an adverfary, and the mofl unwelcome of all guefts : 
and then their language is, — though alas ! this dull 
body is become weary in the fervice of our God, yet 
we are not weary of it : though our flefh is faint and 
weary, yet our fpirits are ftill willing, and we ardently 
long to be able to worfhip our heavenly Father per- 
fedly.and eternally, as the heavenly hoft do ; this if 
oar ardent defire and prayer, and we wait and watch 
for the anfwer of peace §which our Gofl has promifed 
to beftorf upon us, with the earneftnefs of thofe who 
watch for the morning 5 yea with greater ardour than 
they. But this leads me to obferve in the next place, y 

7. That watchfulnefs* in the Houfe of God, is alfo 
necefTary to keep up life and fpirituality in divine 
worfhip : I mean not to fay, that we can make our- 
felves as lively and fpiritual as we pleafe, or that we 
can give efficacy to the means to make us fo; but I 
do fay, that we can and ought to watch and pray 
againft vagrancy of thought, and dulnefs and inaten- 
tion in the means of grace ; and without this our 
hearts will be wandering like the fool's eye, to the 
ends of the earth, and our worfhip become as profitlefs 
as the wandering 0/ our hearts is finful in the fight 
of the Lord : aud as wandering thoughts difengage 
our fouls while we appear before him in his earthly* 
courts", they powerfully tend to make our worfhip to 
confift of bodily exercife only. Surely then, this 
fort of worfhip cannot be a fpiritual facrifice, holy and 
acceptable to God jf but a mere mockery, and an infult 
to the Majefty of Heaven. It is, therefore, abfolutely 
neceflary to our being fpiritual worfhippers, that we 
keep up a constant watch againft vain thoughts, at all 
times, but more efpecially in the Houfe of God. For 
forely we have found to our coft, that when unwatch- 
fulneft and inattention have crept on us, and taken us 
off our guard, fhipidity and dulnefs have feized our 
fouls, and we have found no more benefit by the means 

in 
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in which we have been engaged than the feats we fit 
on. All which, ihews how neceflary it is that we 
fhould watch as well a** pray in the public means of 
grace ; and in thofe alio of a private nature, or other- 
wife our worihip is like to confift of a form only.% But 
I rauit obferve, 

8. That all acceptable worihip is performed in the 
Name ofJefus, and accepted of the Father through his 
mediation.* But as this has been touched on by you, 
my Civic us, in your inferences from the observations I 
made in the foregoing part of this dialogue on the 
Divine Nature and Attributes ; it is enough juft to 
mention it here. Suffice it to fay, that the perfons oi' 
the true worshippers are accepted in the Beloved, and 
fo is their worihip. Therefore, all true christians wor- 
ihip God in the Name of Cbrifl, and no other worihip 
is, or can be accepted with him, from any one of 
Adam's fallen family. Confequently, felf- righteous 
fouls who truit in themfelves, and approach God in 
their own names, are not true worfliippers. 

Now, my Civicusy what fay you ? has your worihip 
confided in a found knowledge of God, and a faviog 
faith in Jefus Chriil ? Do you now feel real love to 
him, and fpiritual delight in his worihip ? Does that 
delight enkindle in you a holy fervor, and a conftant 
watchfulnefs ? If fo, then are you a regenerate foul, 
born again of the Holy Ghoft -, and a worihipper of 
God in fpirit and in truth. 

Civkus. Dear Evangclifta, your obfervations have 
awakened within me a mixture of hope and fear. I 
believe I can fay, in iincerity, I feel and enjoy a very ' 
fmall meafure of each of thefe graces you have now | 
mentioned. That I have had a meafure of fpiritual ! 
light imparted to my mind, I believe is a reality 5 for 
I am fure I know that of the Divine Character, oi 
my own vile heart, and of the Saviour s worth, which 
lately I was a total ftranger to. And, if my heart 
deceives toe not, I have a fmall meafure of fpiritual 
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life implanted in my foul, for I can fay, I feel delight, 
{ fervor, and watchful nefs ; and I believe I have 
{ fed on the divine word with great delight -, and 
that a favor of the fame refts on my fpirit. But after 
all it is fo little, when compared with what it ought 
to be, that I helitate to fay, it is real ; but I own I 
hope it is fo, and defire to praife my gracious Saviour 
for ever and ever, for what he has done for me .and in 
me. 

Evan, Dear Civicus, the fmallnefs of your graces 
is no proof at all again ft the reality of them, but the 
contrary ; for in nature, we know, that the fmalleft 
child living, is a real child, and has all the parts of a 
man, though not the ftature of a man : fo grace in the 
foul, the fmalleft grain is real, and the change wrought 
thereby is as real in kind, as that of the greateft faint; 
though it be not fo great in degree. There are de-i 
grees in fpi ritual growth as well as in natural ; hence 
the apoftle John writes to little children, young men, 
and fathers in the church of Chrift.* But the 
gracious change in the little child, was as real and as 
faving as that in the young man in Chrift j and that 
in the young man as genuine as that in the father. 
Confequently, my Civicus, however fmall your faith, 
love, and delight may now be, yet a fpiritual exiftence 
i9 given you, and the all-important change is real, 
and you are now a fpiritual infant, or little child in 
the divine life : and every one knows that an infant is 
not born a man, though it has the life, limbs, and 
members of a man 5 yet it is but a man in embryo, or 
imperfect growth. But furely no one will fay it is 
Dot of the human fpeices, becaufe it is an infant 3 nor 
will any fay of a young boy, he is not of human 
kind, becaufe he is not fo tall, iojlrong, or fo wife as 
a man. But every wife man knows, and every one of 
common fenfe underftands this, that nature has its 
growth ; the babe grows to a lad, the lad grows to a 
young man, and the young man at length becomes a 
father j and thus we are taught by our apoftle to con* 

ceive 
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ceive of fpiritual growth. Every father owns his 
youugeft babe as his child, as much as he owns the 
fon who is arrived at manhood ; and indeed, tbe rela- 
tion is all the fame : and it is iuft fo in grace; the 
youngeft infant in the church of Chrift is as really a 
child of God, as the perfon grown to fpiritual man- 
hood ; and though he is neither fo fpiritually ixije, 
tall, orjirong, as a father in Chrift is, yet his regener- 
ation is as real, his ftate as fate, and his fa 1 vat ion as 
certain. But let us not forget that grace has its 

frowth, and that there is no ftanding ftill in the 
ivine life ; but where the good work is begun,* 
there is necefiarily a going forward ; an increafe in 
knowledge, in faith, love, and every grace ; but here 
alfo we mud make diftindions, left we weaken the 
hands of fuch as God would have ftrengthened. It is 
clear, that children in natural life, are liable to and 
actually have their diforders and licknelfes, which in 
many impede their growth, and makes them look pale 
and iickly. Is not this the cafe fpiritually with 
many of the real children of grace ? Have they not 
their fpiritual complaints ? Is it not the cafe with 
them all, in a greater degree or a let's, that they have 
their conftitutional evils,f fome vile temper or corrupt 
inclination which mars their growth in a great degree, 
breaks their peace and defiles their fouls ? No doubt 
this is the cafe, or the Apoftle's exhortation to the 
Hebrews, to lay afide every weight and the fin which 
eafily befets them, would be without either meaning 
or importance ; but this cannot be. Therefore, the 
difeafed in fpirit muft neither be caft away nor neg- 
lected, Nor is the cafe of fuch fouls inconfiftent (in 
an abfolute fenfe) with the real po4Teflion of divine 
grace, for though they are lick they are not dead, and 
the feeling of their mladies proves they are alive, and 
thofe who are fpiritually alive now, fhall live for ever. 
Now, rny Civicus, I feel perfuaded that you really 
experience what I fay ; and if fo, then not a fhadow 
of a doubt remains but yo.u are a worfhipper of God in 
fyirit and in truth. 

* Phil. 1.6. . f Heb. xii. l. 
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Civicus. I really think, my Evangelifta, that I 
have a meafure of this experience, and I wifh to be 
truly thankful for it -, but I am confcious that I am 
but a poor diminutive dwarf notwithstanding. 

Evan. Dear Civicus, do you know that the fcripture 
holds forth the growth of a foul in grace, under the 
fimilitude of the progreffion of light ? You may re- 
member what the wife man fays j That the path of 
tbejufi is as the Jhining light, ivbicb Jliineth more and 
more unto the perfedt day.* The path here fpoken of is 
the fpiritual experience of a chriftian, who is accepted 
of God in Chrift, and juftified in his righteoufnefs 
imputed to him ; and fan&ified by his grace implanted 
in him. The former, is at once and for ever complete j 
but the latter, goes forward by degrees, and often to 
the believer, by imperceptible degrees. But as the 
light never flops m its progrefs, fo the work of 
fan&ification, cannot be fo impeded as not to go for* 
ward. True, in the natural world, after the day has 
dawned, and the morning arrived, clouds and ftormg 
may arife and tempeftuous weather may darken the 
hemifphere and incommode us much $ neverthelefs, 
the light proceeds to the meridian, and makes the day, 
though by imperceptible degrees, to common 
obfervers, yet to the philofopher, and the man of ob- 
servation, it is plain and evident, and they know it 
well. So in the divine life, the work is begun by the 
divine hand, and the light of heaven begins to fhine 
upon the mind, like the twilight of the approaching 
morning. f At firfl, juft perceivable, but from that 
moment it goes forward, though fometimes by flow 
and imperceptible degrees for a while 3 for the ftor,ms 
of temptation and the clouds of innate corruptions 
foon darken the light, and make the profpeel: of the 
foul very dark and gloomy, and fills the mind with 
fear. But the Spirit, like a heavenly wind, J blows 
thefe fogs away, and the light of heaven fhines glori- 

oufly 
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oufly on the mind :§ and though for a while the work 
of grace Teemed to be impeded, yet it really went for- 
ward, for it killed the phjrifaic pride and feJf-conceit, 
which lay dormant within, and the mind is hereby 
made more felf diffident, and more dependent on 
Chrift, more charitable to others, more watchful 
again ft temptation, and the firlt rilings of fiu. But, 
this is discovered to the mind by frefti communication 
of divine light, and that light makes this truth clear 
and plain, and then the mind becomes calm and 
ferene, which before was tempeft toil,]] and much dif- 
quieted. 

Thus the foul proceeds in fan ttifl cation, in the midft 
of ftorms, faith is ftrengthened, humility increafed, 
and peace and love made to grow ; and the Saviour 
becomes more precious than ever. Thus we fee that 
the work of grace on the foul, is carried on towards 
perfection, from the moment it is begun, in a gradual 
way, and that it is not perfected at once, nor fully, 
till the foul puts off the robes of mortality and enters 
into eternal life. 

The path of the juft, or the chrifHan's growth in 
grace, is juftly compared to the mining light, both 
in its commencement, progreffion, and completion. 
Agreeable to this, is the idea our Lord gives us of the 
fame thing, when he compares it to the growth of 
corn after it has been fown in the earth j* he obferves 
there is firft a fpringing up, then the blade, after 
that, the corn in the ear : and applies this to the 
Kingdom of God within us. By all which he (hews 
us how he begins his work in our fouls, and the man- 
ner in which ho. is pleafed to carry it on, by the light 
of his word and the teachings of his Spirit. But re- 
member, that fmall beginnings are real, and therefore 
not to be defpifed or neglected, but nourifhed and ~ 
cherifhed. The fpiritual babesf muft be fed with the 
fincere milk of the word, that they may grow thereby. 

For 
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For in the natural world, a child muft be long fed and 
nourifhed before it becomes a man : and in the fpiritual 
world, the babe in grace muft be long inftru&ed and 
comforted by the goipel and its precious do&rines and 
promifes, even till it is fully perfected in lovo andholi- 
nefs, and ripened for eternal glory. Now my 
dear Civicns, I hope you fee your features in this mir- 
ror I have fet before you, and that you can difcern the 
face of the new creation on your mind -, and that, con- 
feqnently, you worftiip God in fpirit and in truth, and 
that you are one of his adopted children. 

Chflcus, Dear Evangellfta, I think I can, as you 
fay, fee my features in this mirror; and though I am 
confcious of the remaining of many dark fpots ; yet I 
truft they are but the fpots of my father's children,* 
for I can now fay, I believe (though not fo ftrongly 
as I could with) that the new creationf is wrought, 
and I am a true worfhipper. 

Evan. 1 am glad of it my friend, and permit me 
now to make another obfervation to you j— though 
the Lord makes ufe of appointed means to prepare bis 
people for glory -, yet it is clear from fcripture, that 
he could do it at once, as he did the penitent dying 
thief on the crofs, if he faw good to do fo \ but be 
chufes to adopt means, and time, to difciple them, as 
well as to cheriih them, and to make them mine as 
lights in this world, for the good of others. Therefore, 
they muft fuffer trials and temptations, and undergo 
difficulties, that they may learn more and more to 
truft in him, and teach others by their example. It is 
not his general method, to ripen his people for glory 
as foon as converted (though no doubt a. converted 
foul would be taken to heaven, if it left the body the 
next minute) j but as the Lord 1 has chofen his own 
appointed way, let you and I chearfully fubmit 
thereto^ and let not my friend expeft to arrive at the 
ftature of fpiritual manhood inftantaneoufly, but pro- 
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greflively; and be content to be firft a babe, then a you th, 
and lb grow on to a man in the Lord. Take courage 
then, dear Civicus, and remember your heavenly 
Father never leaves his children, but leads and feeds 
them to everlafting life, even to every individual of 
them : let this thought fill you with joy and peace 
in believing. 

Civicus". Dear Evangclifta, I feel the divine in- 
fluence and energy of thole truths you have advanced, 
and rauft acknowledge I have found mental enlarge- 
ment, fpiritual confolation, and an expanlion of ideas 
while you have opened to me thofe glorious truths, 
and I own I am diipofed to rejoice, and wifh to oiler 
praife and thankfgiving to our raoft kind and gracious 
Lord, who has dealt thus bountifully with me. Oh ! 
what mall I render to the Lord for all his benefits. 

Evan. I rejoice with my friend, and I am happy 
to partake of his pleafure : the end of your conversion 
is now anfwered. Let us therefore fing the following 

HYMN. 

1 FOUNTAIN of eternal blifs, 
Is my bleft Redeemer, Chrift ; 
From him living ftrearas do flow, 
Pardon, peace, and glory too. 
He redeem'd my guilty foul 
From the curfe to which I fell, 
Call'd me from ray native night, 
Chas'd my darknefs, gave me light. 

2 I was ruin'd, loft, and dead, 
Sunk in guilt, and life was fled ; 
And my poor degen'rate foul, 
Was by nature black and foul : 
But I'm wafh'd and made to mine, 
Through Immanuel's blood divine : 
And reftor'd to life and peace, 
Through the great Redeemer's grace. 

31 
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3 T was naked, poor, and bare, 
Fill'd with foul-diftrefling tea/ ; 
But I'm cloth'd with nobleft drefs, 
Chrift's pare robe of righteoufnefs r 
Shortly in it I fhall fhine 

in the courts of blifs divine. 

Everlafting life aud peace, 

Flow to nae through Jelu's grace, 

4 Glorious great incarnate Lord, 
Let thy foul- reviving word 

Be borne in with power divine, 
On this needy foul of mine. 
Let my fpirit on it feed, 
As the way to heaven I fpeed, 
Till I in the arms of Chrift, 
Sing his everlafting praile. 

Civicus. Your Hymn* has more than ever fuprized 
and pleafed me, and I am more than ever convinced, 
that I have been bleft with the fame feelings as others, 
whom 1 believe are the children of God ; and it affords 
confolation to my mind, to find thole whom I efteem 
eminent for piety and chriftian attainments, have had 
the fame feelings and convictions as myfelf j and I am 
the more (lengthened in hope, that my own experience 
is genuine. 

En/an, It is certainly pleafing and beneficial to hear 
the experience of others, and to find we have the fame 
experience as they •, particularly thofe who have flood 
long in the way," and have given good evidence of 
their being the Redeemer's real difciples : this is 
pleafing and profitable, and I am happy to have affifted 
you j but let us not reft here, but prefs forward to flill 
greater attainments, till we worfhip our Lord perfectly 
in the heavenly world. And now you have, been 
entertained and benefited by this difcuflion on the 
Divine Nature and perfections, and of the nature of 

that 
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that worfhip which is pleating to God ; and having 
been enabled to under (land thofe important and fub- 
lime truths, and to come to fome comfortable per- 
fuafion of your own intereft in divine favor and 
mercy, you can fubmit to parting with the greater 
' pleafure. 

Civicus. For the fake of chriftian propriety, I can 
certainly fubmit to part : but to continue our delight- 
ful converfation, would be infinitely more pleating. 
But if we Hiuft part, I fubmit, and hope to meet you 
at the lecture, and to return from the Houfe of God 
after divine worihip, and renew our converfation. 

Evan. To that (if fpared) I confent, till then I bid 
my dear Civicus adieu. 

Civicus. , Dear Evangel/la, adieu, and may heavenly 
peace be with you. 



A few OBSERVATIONS for the Reader's 

Improvement. 

1. If found conviction and conversion are truly 
defer ibed in the preceding Dialogues ; then we may 
fee, that wherever, and to whomsoever, the word of 
the Lord, or, which is the fame thing, the Gofpel of 
Chrift, is made a favor of life unto life j it flays human 
pride,* and ftrips the tinner of every other hope, 
truft, and confidence, but that of free and full falva- 
1 tion by Jefus only : notwithstanding all the civility, 

Eolitenefs, and morality the awakened perfon may 
ave been brought up in, and pra&ifed through life : 
for when found conviction enters the mind, the man 
does not fay, Q Lord, 1 have always been civil, kind, 
and obliging, and as good as any of my neighbours j 
but, O Lord,f I am a vile finner -, nor do I know any 

faved 
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one on earth fo vile as myfelf ; and if I am ever 
faved, it will be by an.act of inconceivable grace, and 
without anv performances of mine, or any thing that 
1 can do 3 I have done nothing but fin, nor can I ever 
merit the fmalleft favor, I muft be faved by mere 
mercy through Chrift Jefns, as the vileft of the vile, 
and not for any thing I can ever do. Eph. ii. 3, 9. 

2. A doctrine like this, will ever, either provoke 
or flay the pride of man. — If God fet home this hum- 
bling doctrine with divine power, then finners fall 
under the conviction, and own their guilt, and implore 
pardon through the Saviour. But if left to thenifelves, 
their pride fwells like that of Ethicus in Dialogues 
I. and II. and they reject with difdain, the thought of 
being beholden to grace only for falvation. But the 
fdul who underftands the gofpel and believes it, is 
like Civicus, moft chearfully f willing to be faved in 
the Lord's own way, without any thing of his own. 

3. The foul who is thus made willing to be faved 
by Chrift alone, (hall be faved, and be brought to know 
it, and rejoice in it. The joy which is derived from a 
knowledge of inteisft in the great Redemption, is 
Vaftly fuperior to any felicity that it is poflible for a 
child of mere nature to have any conception of. 

"Therefore, the gracious foul is the only partaker of 
true felicity ; for the Lord is the ftrength of the mind, 
and the portion of the foul forever 4 

4. The foul who has partook of this knowledge, 
and felt its divine fweets, feels an infatiable thirft 
after more and greater difcoveries of the knowledge of 
God, the plan of falvation, the perfon and love of 
Chrift, and the work of the Holy Spirit ; together 
with a greater acquaintance with every part of the 
word of God.— Pfalm xix 9, 10.— Phil. iii. 10 to 12. 

5. If this be true of all the children of God ; then 
thofe hearers of the gofpel in thcfe days who content 
themfelves with hearing, and reft in formality ;* have 
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never felt the faving energy of the word, and areL 
consequently yet in a Hate of nature. Mere attend- * 
a nee on the externals of' religion, is as different foffl 
the real enjoyment of it, as feeing of food when 
flarving, and the feeding on it to full fatisfa&ito. 
Seeing of food will not nouriih the body, any moit 
than hearing of medicine will cure difeafes j and hcar-T' 
ing of falvation without partaking of its benefits is 
equally as vain. A form of godlinefs without the 
power, is like a body without a foul ; for a dead body 
foon turns to putrefaction, and becomes loathfometo 
us, fo is mere formality in the fight of God : andt 
formalift, § is as far from the kingdom of heaven, as I 
drunkard or a fwearer. Therefore, dear reader, who- 
ever thou art, afk thy heart, as in the fight of God, 
whether thou had any thing in religion more than 
mere formality ; and fnpplicate divine mercy, that the 
gofpel may reach thy foul in its faving energy and 
renovating influence, for if thou haft already felt it, 
no hurt will enfue by thy feeling more of it, and if 
thou die without it, thou art loft for ever.— John iii.& 
But, 

6, Let no (inner defpair of pardon who is defiroos 
to obtain it : for furely no feeker of divine mercy- will 
ever be rejected -, * none ever yet were caft out who 
fincerely fought it, nor fhall any fuch ever be. There- 
fore, let no (in- fick foul be difcouraged, but let them 
arife and go to Jefus, for he cafts out none who come 
to him,f however vile they may have been. Sinners I 
of every poflible defcription .may obtain pardon from I 
the Saviour, by applying to him for it : and his inn- I 
tation to finners is, whofoever will, let him take of 
the water of life freely. J Therefore, 

7. No fin fhall prove damning, but final unbelief; 
he who believes fhall be faved, whatever his former 
character may have been : but he who believes not 
fhall be damned. The wrath of God abides on un- 
believing 

§ Matt, xxiii. 23. 33. * Ifaiah i. is.— Mark iii. as. 

—1 John i. 7. ^ f John vi. 37. J Rev. xxii. 17. 
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Sieving reje&ers of the glorious gofpel and the 
solvation it holds forth to guilty men. For there is 
to other way of falvation, and if this be rejected, the 
tftjedtors muft perifh ; for there remaineth no more 
cicrifice for (in, but a fearful looking for of judgment, 
ind firy indignation, which will devour all fuch tin- 
kers again ft divine mercy. 

Then, oh my foul ! what a debtor to mercy art 
lliou ? Surely mercy only intercepted for thee, mercy 
>nly took hold of thee when purfuing madly the 
Pcad to hell ; and fuch was thy ftupidity and madnefs, 
Aat thoa wouldeft have purfued thy courfe till arrived 
%X the difmal abodes of eternal deftru&ion, had not 
Eevereign mercy flopped thy courfe, turned thy feet 
taito the way of peacq, and given the heavenly bent 
And inclination ; and made thee willing in the day of 
divine power. Faith in Jefus, is thy own free gift, 
fcJiou God of love and mercy ! and but for this I had 
pnifhed in unbelief. But bleffed be thy name for- 
Cver, that thou haft made me willing, and given me 
B oame and a place among thy redeemed ones. Oh 1 
to grace what a debter am I — For I am now fure of 
this, that the mercy which pardons my crimes, can 
pardon the worft and the vileft. — Lord, fend thy gof- 
pel fuccefs wherever it is preached, and may all the 
Inhabitants of the earth foon hear and know the joy- 
ful found, as far as it may be thy holy pleafure. How 
precious is the name of Jefus ! Jefus the tinner's 
.friend; Jefus the tinner's Saviour j Jefus who faves 
to the uttermoft all who come unto God by him ! 
—Reader, love the Saviour, fly to his arms, and live 
to his praife. May this be my happinefs, O Lord, for 
thy name fake. Amen. 

1 l€ Jefus, I love thy charming name, 

'Tis mufic to my ear j 
Nor to my eyes is light fo fweet, 
Or friendfhip half fo dear. 

2 Yes, thou art precious to my fool, 

My tranfport and my truft ; 

Jewels 
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Jewels to thee are gaudy toys, 
And gold is fordid duft. 

3 All my cap3cions powr's can wifb, 
In thee .mod richly meet. 
To make me holy, wile and b!eft j 
And all that's good or great." 



DIALOGUE V. 

On the person, work, and offices of the gnat 
Redeemer; bis humiliation, glorification, and 
intercession, with the blessed fruits and effefts 
tbence resulting to bis redeemed people. 

Evangelista and Civicus having attended an usual 
le&ure on a week evening, returned from tbe 
bouse of God together, and thus tbey began to 
converse, 

f^lVICUS. We have been favoured once more with 
^ a rich repaft in our father's terreftial manfion ; as 
ufual, have enjoyed the feaft without moleftation, in 
comfortable circumftanees, for which we are infinitely 
indebted to our indulgent and gracious Lord. 

Evan. Dear C'vcus, indeed it was a rich repaft, 
I fpeak from what I have felt, Pa/lorus has been much 
to our purpofe, one would think he had been apprized 
of our defign ; for he has opened the way to our in- 
tended fubjeft fo clearly, that I am conftrained to feci 
thankfully for the feafonable afliftance now prefented 
us. 

Civicus. My Bvangclifla is not alone in this, I par- 
take of his pleafure as well as of his gratitnde; 
Pqfiorus having opened our way fo delightfully, I 
expect I (hall be favoured with a fuller description of 

the 
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the Redeemer's perfon ; and a regular difplay of his 
perfon and offices. Your promile, prefent circum- 
iiances, and my own wifhes prompt this expectation } 
1 truft I need not fear a difappointment. 

Evan. That remains to be known, however,. I 
ihall have no objection to impart to you what I am 
able upon the fubject ; though I am confcious it is 
but very little. And I begin by obferving, ' 

1. That our Lord Jefus Chrift is the chofen and 
appointed Mediator between God and roan.* The 
divine Father has elected hiraf to this infinite dignity, 
and he has voluntarily undertaken it.J Chrift is 
Mediator by the Father's appointment and his own 
choice 5 therefore, for the divine honour, and man's 
falvation, the great Immanuel willingly undertook the 
office of Mediator, to glorify God and fave ruined men* 
In his love and his pity he undertook to redeem us, 
and bleffed be his name he has effected his work, and 
brought falvation to us. But, 

2. He who undertakes to be Mediator between 
God and man, muft be poflefled of infinite dignity, 
glory, and divinity. This honor is enjoyed by the 
Saviour of men ; for he is the eternal word,§ or the 
fecond perfon || in the glorious Trinity, inheriting the 
iame nature, perfections, and attributes as the Father* 
For the apoftle Paul fays, all the fulnefs of the God- 
head dwells in him.f Another apoftle tells us, he is 
the true God and eternal life.** A great variety of 
ppflages in the old teftament, which foretell his 
coming into our world, holds him forth to us as the 
everlafting God, and the creator of all things, as the 

fovernor of all worlds, and the preferver of all things* 
'he evangelifts each of them (and particularly John) 
fays, he was in the beginning with God, and that he 

was 

* I. Tim. ii. 5 f Ifa. zlii. 1 to 5— Ixi. l. 2. 3.— Luke 
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God ; and that all things "were mail- by him, and 
without him was not any thing made which was 
made. The fame teftimony 15 reputedly confirmed 
over and over through the epiltles of Panl and Peter; 
and indeed by everyone of the new teftement writers. 
fit. John in the Revelations, holds him forth to gs, as the 
jlrft and tht lafi* i. e. tbefirft grand cauft r f all thirds, 
and the laft end of all things. Which (hews as. as with 
a (bn gem, that he is the acthor of life and death ; 
the judge of quick and dead;f yea, that he is the 
Lord of heaven and earth, to whom the woribip, 
adoration, and homage of angels and men J it raoit 
rightfully due ; and to him it moil be paid. Bat, 

3. Godhead alone cannot redeem (I would (peak 
it with the profoundeft reverence). It does not ap- 
pear from any thing in fcripture, that there could be 
any redemption & for fallen roan, but by the blood of 
the Redeemer. But pure Deity cannot 1 utter either 
death or mutability 5 for Deity is immortal and im- 
pafiible, but man muft be redeemed by the (bedding 
of blood, even the blood of him who undertakes to 
redeem, for without fhedding of blood there could be 
no remiffion. Confequently, it does not appear that 
pore Deity can be Mediator -, or redemption wrought 
for man, but by taking human nature into union with 
the divine. This is done iu the perfon of Chrift ; for 
be If God and Man in two diftinft natures, but 
one perfon, and in this glorious perfon Deity and 
humanity are united. |) This is evident from the 
apoftle s testimony quoted above, viz : All the fulnefs 
qf tb§ Godhead axvellctb in bim bodily, i. e. The 
•ternity, immutability, and omnipotence, with every 
other perfection and attribute of the divine nature, 
dwells in the humanity of the Redeemer. On this 

S'ound Peter fays to Chrift, Lord, thou knoweft all 
ings, thou knoweft that I love thee.f Chrift fays, 
mil power in heaven and in earth is in bis hand;** and 

tells 

• Rsv. I. 17. f Matt. xxa. 3 1, 32.— Rom. xiv. 10. 

t Htfc. i. vi.— Phil. if. 10, 1 1. % Heb. ix. 92. 
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tells bis difciples, that where two or three are gathered 
together in' his name, he is in the miflft of them ;* 
how many foever of thefe aflemblies there may be 
throughout the vail dominion of God, yet, in the midft 
of them all, at the fame inftant the divine Immanncl 
is there ; to read every heart, f to know every cafe and 
chara&er, to fupply every want of every one of his 
humble followers ; but none befides Deity, can be in 
more places than one at the fame inftant ; but Jefusf 
is with his people in every place at all times arid for 
ever j therefore it is evident, that the omniprefent 
Deity dwells in the humanity, and that Jefus Chrift 
is God and Man in two diftinft natures, but one 
perfon. 

Ckncus. I readily admit, becaufe I am fully con- 
vinced, that eternity, omnipotence, omniprefence, &c. 
is peculiar to Deity ; and that the being who is 
pofTefled of thefe muft be divine : but for the lake of 
a thorough invefilgiftion of this important truth 
permit me to atTume the difputant for a fw 
moments, and give me leave to propofe a queflion or* 
two to yon. 

Evan. AJ(t your freedom, I agree to youT propofal, 
and will give you the beft anfwers I ran. — Begin, 
with your nrft queflion. 

Civicus. Pray how can Jefus Chrifl be that God of 
whom he is the Son ? Is it poflible to be Father and 
Son in one and the fame perfon ? 

Evan. Your queflion is curious enough, but as I 
believe you to be an honelt inquirer after truth, I will 
try to give you a fuiiable anfwer. Allow me to ob- 
ferve, your query ieems to fuggeft tjiat you have not 
under flood my meaning relative to the union of the 
divine and human natures in the perfon of Chrifl. 
Bemeraber then, it is the humanity of Chrift we 
/peak of when we call him the Son of God, and not 

the 
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5. In his mediatorial capacity, be fuftains for bit 
people the offices of Prophet, Pried, and King. But 
let me notice his prieftly office* firft. In this capacity 
he has undertaken to fatisfy divine juftice intheir room 
and flead, by paying to the law that perfect, pure and 
fpotlefs obedience which it requires, and which they 
have not paid, and as fallen creatures, never can pay -, 
by offering himfelf a facrifice, or iin-otFering to God 
the divine Father, and thereby to make atonement for 
the fins of all them who are deftined to eternal glory. 
To effeft this, their fins were imputed to him ; and for 
which he fuffered and died ; and his righteoufnefs is 
imputed to them, by which they are ju (lifted and 
faved. But in the next place, 

' 6. He fuftains alfo the office of a Prophet jf in 
virtue of this, he teaches his people by his word and 
' fpirlt, and makes them wife unto falvation. In order 
to this, he convinces them of their fallen condition, 
and perfuades them powerfully and makes them accept 
willingly falvation by himfelf as his own free gift. 
By the energy of his fpirit with his word he makes 
them know their mifery, and fhews them the remedy 
he has himfelf provided, and inclines them to chufe 
fakation in his own way. His powerful teaching 
makes them to know the gofpel, and to underftand its 
divine contents, and by it they find the true knowledge 
of God, and of falvation by Jefus Chrift our Lord ; and 
thus he fulfils his prophetical office for all his re- 
deemed ones. But in the next place, 

7. He fuftains alfo the office of KingJ in Sion. 
In virtue of this he fubjefts tlje faints to his govern- 
ment, reigns in their hearts, rules their lives, and 
enables them to live to his praife. They own him * as 
their Lord, and themfelves as his difci pies and fol- 
lowers. He is the King which the Father has fet 

upon 

* Pfalm ex. 4.— Heb. v. 5. and vii. 21 — Zee. v\ 12. is 
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upon his holy hill ; having a native right as God, and 
a delegated right as Mediator, to rule as head 
over all things to his church.* As the Lord of con- 
science, he alone has a right to demand our implicit 
faith ir> whatever he teaches, and to bind the fouls of 
men to obedience, to whatever he makes known. All 
his faints rejoice in his reign, and it is to them a fource 
of confolation, that he does and fhall feign in their 
hearts, in his church, and foon over all the earth, and 
every foe be completely fubdued. For in his kingly 
cbara&er, he firil fubdues his people and makes them 
his willing difciplee jf while by his word and fpirit he 
carrys on hi* conquelts, till all the nations fubmit to 
his government ; and the whole earth be ruled by 
him J as his own church. Meanwhile he protects his 
faints', provides for them, and forfakes. them not. 
In his kingly character 'he has appointed the christian, 
fabbath, and the means and ordinances of "his houfe, 
for his people's comfort and preparation for glory. 
Thus he manifefts his authority, reigns in the faints, 
rules- in his church, carries on his conquers in the 
world, and will do fo till he Is King of nations>as well 
as of faints. In the mean time he feeds his fheep§ 
in the green pallures of his ordinances, till he crowns 
them with glory in heaven. As King of Zion, he is 
alfo the chief Shepherd and Biihop of Souls, and 
chriftian miniflers are faifed up and qualified by htm 
for their work as his under Shepherds, to lead his 
lambs and fheep to thofe heavenly pa (lures which his 
love has prepared for them. As the Shepherd and 
Biihop of fouls, he has an exclurive right to rule the 
confidence, nor is there any other Lord but him, to 
whom man is accountable for what he believes. There 
is no Head of the Chriftian Church but Jefus : Cbrift 
only is King in Zion ; and as saints, we own no other 
Lord but him. But in the next place, 

8. In confequence of his mediatorial character, his 
life on earth was a Hate of deep humiliation andabafc- 

ment; 
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ment ; for having undertaken to redeem his church, he 
rauft fubmit to fuffering both of reproach and pain, 
to obey and fuffer was a principle part of his work on 
earth. For as a fubftitute of his people, he muft 
repair the breach they had made, by latisfying divine 
juftice and magnifying the holy law which they have 
broken, and reftoringits honours. Therefore, from 
. his manger-cradle to his crofs, he was purfued by 
adverfity in fome form or other, till he afcended to 
glory. Being made in his humanity under the law,* 
to redeem his people who were under the law, that 
they may receive the adoption of fons ; he muft, to 
effect that, fubmit to a life of forrow, and a painful 
and fhameful death, even the tormenting death of the 
crofs. All of thefe he certainly has performed : and 
now J ihall inftance a few particulars, how he has 
effected it. 

1. He has fulfilled all righteoufnefs,f moral, cere- 
monial, and intermediate. All righteoufnefs which 
the moral law required, he has paid for his people, in 
their dead. The law's requirements of Adam's chil- 
dren, were perfect, pure, and unfinning obedience; J 
but this not one of them ever paid (or as fallen crea- 
tures) ever can. But this the blefled Jefus has yielded 
% to the full } his life was a courfe of pure and fpotlels 
obedience to all its injunctions in every iota, the ut- 
moft of its demands were fully fatisfied, and all its 
precepts honoured and magnified. He came not to 
deftroy either the law or the prophets,§ but to fulfill 
them, this he has done to perfection. Nor is there 
the fmalleft thing imaginable either by angels ot men, 
which he haB left unfinifhed. Therefore, there is not 
»fingle point of obedience left for any believer to 
perform, as a law-futfillerj Chrift has obeyed it per- 
fectly, and fulfilled it completely. Now it can* de- 
mand nothing of the believer, || as a condition of eternal 
life, for this our divine Surety has paid to the full. 
But, . 

• Gal. iv. 4, 5. f Matt. iii. 15— Lukeiii. 21. 
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2. lie fulfilled all righteoufnefs ceremonially.* 
Was the levitical ritual the appointment of Jehovah ? 
Did it require obedience to all its injunctions, of the 
worftiippers of God. under that difpenfarion as long as 
it remained ?f It did, and Jefus was obedient to it,, 
he gave it all its demands even to the laft mite. Did 
it require circumciiion r Behold, jefus was circum- 
cifed, at the time and in the manner which this taw 
required. Did this law require the worfbip of God to 
be carried on and kept up in conformity to divine- 
dire&on ? In this alio, Jefus complied, and conftantly 

. obferved its order. Therefore, thofe whom he healed 
of the leprofy by miracle, niuft go and ofler to the 
prieft the things which Mofes commanded, and by the 
Saviour's order, though hirofelf did the work. Did 
this law require various offerings and a continual facri- 
fice. Behold I Jefus made himfelf a facrifice for the 
fins of his people, ij: and offered himfelf without fpot 
to God the divine Father, and fo paid all his people's 
debts. Had this law its High Pried who went into 
the holy of holies by facrifical blood ? Behold, Jefus. 

. is oar great High Priefi,§ who is gone into the holieft 
of all, by his own blood, having made way for us who 
believe, to follow him thither. The Kingdom of 
Heaven is by him opened to all believers. Were the 
worshippers under that difpenfation to be fprinkled 
with facrifical blood to render them and their wor- 
fhip acceptable ? They were 5 Jefus alio, wafhes his 
people in his own blood, || which was flied to take 
away their guilt, and to clean fe them from all fin,, 
Was the facriflce to be offered without the camp ? So 
Jefus fuffered without the Gate of Jerufalem.^" Yea 
all the facrifices and offerings, -with the ** warnings, 
&c. pointed to the coming Mefliah, and were typical 
of him in his redeeming work — To him they pointed, 

in 

1 
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his righteoufnefs to his people's account.* and accepted 
the offering in their room and itead. Thus, in the 
everlaiting couniel, Chrift was a Lamb flain for Lis 
people (in purpole and defignj not only from the 
foundation of the world, but from ever] ailing ages. 

The divine pnrpofe of redemption, was fir ft faintly 
made known to our original parents juft after their 
fall, under the idea of the Woman's Seed ;f and after- 
wards to Abraham and the patriarchs more clearly; 
and much clearer dill by the mofaical dilpenfation, as 
already noticed. The prophets had dill clearer views 
of tbepromifed Meffiah, both of his perfon and work: 
and God fpake clearly by them, at fundry times and 
in divers manners ; but at laft he fpake to us by his 
Son, J whom he has made heir and Lord of all things, 
and judge of quick and dead, as well as the Saviour of 
men. But to fulfil all this, the eternal Word took 
ilcih,§ i.e. the nature of man upon him, and clothed 
himfelf in human clay; and af|er having lived on 
earth the fct time : at the appointed moment he vo- 
luntarily gave himfelf into the hands of barbarous and 
cruel men. || As he had fulfilled all righteoufnefs in 
his life, and every prophecy refpe6ting it, from bis 
cradle to his crofs ; fo now every thing refpe&ing his 
death was fufilled alfo. His tfripes. his bitter agony, 
and his cruel death were predi&ed, and he bore it all ; 
and fo finiflied tranigreflioo made an end of fin, and 
brought in everlaiting righteoufnefs. 

Now, by him all who believe in him, as the Saviour 
whom God has appointed, are by his blood redeemed 
from the curie of the law which they had broken, 
and his righteoufnefs is imputed to all, and avails for 
all who are brought to put their truft in him for 
their full and complete falvation. His death procures 
them eternal life, his crofs procures them crowns of 
eternal glory, his crucifixion fecures their cverlaftiog 

felicity. 
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felicity. Oh aftoniihing love ! Oh wonderful grace I 
Oh Wefled Saviour ! And is redemption wrought by 
thy hands ? Let us love thee with all our hearts 
and live for ever to thy praife and glory. This is the 
do&rine of the old tcftament and the new. Ifaiah 
fays, by his fir i pes we are healed 5*— that he- wot 
broiled for our iniquities $-*-that the chaftifement of 
our peace was on him j— that he bore our fins and 
parried our griefs $ i.e. the caufes of therp, which you 
know are our fins. Daniel fays, he was cut off for the 
fins of his people ;f and all the old tenement writers 
fpeak the fame language. Our Lord himfelf teUs us, 
tie laid down his life for his iheep j— that he came that 
they might have Jife, and that they might have it 
more abundantly. The Apoftle Paul (ays over and 
over, we have redemption through his blood, the for* 
givenefs of fins. Alfo, that he is made to believers 
wifdom, righteoufnefs, fan&ification, and redemption 1 
that he is the end of the law for righteoufnefs to every 
one who believes in him : — that by him off who 
believe are juftified freely from all things, from whicfe 
they could not be juftified by the law of Mofes.f Con* 
feqoently, the whole church of God and every believing 
foul, as St. Peter fays, is the purchafe of the Re- 
deemer's precious blood; whofe fins are all 
atoned for, by the death of Chrift. He died to redeem 
them, and they are the purchafe of his agonies, his 
fweat, and precious blood. 

Thus redemption is effected by the perfon and work 
of Chrift, and through this redemption are all repent* 
ing finners faved. Surely the great Redeemer wines 
with infinite glory when viewed in this light ; a glory 
that out-lhines ten thoufand funs, and before which 
all other glories are but comparative darknefi. But if we 
go on to fet the firft and fecond Adam in contraft, the 
glories of Jefus will ihine on our minds with doable 

luftre. 
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luftre. For, ai tbfc two great covenant beads, who 
were fo by divine appointment, we may compare and 
contraft tbem to much advantage; and while the 
darknefs of the former grows ten fold by comparifoo, 
the luftre of the latter will be ten thoufand fold increafed 
by that means ; and thus we (hall lee the more ftrik- 
ingly the glory of the great Redeemer's perfon and 
work. Qbferve, 

1. Adam being the firft man, was made pure and 
perfect, in the divine image,* i. e. in knowledge, 
righteoufnefs, and true holinefs, having every grace 
and virtue it* perfection ; but was a voluntary" agent, 
having fufficient'power to know and to do the will of 
God; As fuch, he was the appointed covenant head 
of all his pofterity, landing in their Head, in their 4aw 
place, and for them to give a true teft of real and tin- 
cere obedience, when attacked by temptation. But, 
though he might and could have flood firmly in that 
ftate of reffcitude and purity ; yet, again ft the divine 
command,! and the light of his own mind, he yielded 
to temptation, finned againft God, and brought guilt, 
degeneracy, and death on all his pofterity. Now the 
guilt of that capital crime defcends from father to 
fon till time fhall be no more : for the impurity of 
this fin, like the moft deadly poilbn fpreads mifery and 
death over the whole race of Adam ; it has marred 
the whole terreftrial creation . But, 

2. Chrift is the covenant head of all the elect of 
God. J In that capacity he has wrought deliverance 
for his people, and by the virtue and efficacy of his 
mediatorial performances and furlerings, he Las 
brought falvation unto them, and turned away the 
curfe from them, under which they had fallen by the 
firft fin. For, as the- guilt of Adam's fin brought de- 
generacy and death on all his defcendants ; fo, on the 
contrary, the merit of Chrift s active and pa (Eve 

obedience 

* Gen. i. 26, 27« t Gtn - "*• °*> x h l8 > 19— Rom. v. 12. 
J 1ft. xlii. 6\— xlix. 8. 
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obedience has infured eternal life to every believer* in 
every generation, and in all the world. 

The flrft Adam by his offence brought ruin and 
mifery on all mankind ;f the fecond Adam, the Lord 
from heaven, brought recovery to all the church of 
God, and confers on every believer prcfent peace and 
pardon, future felicity, and everlafling glory.J 

The flrft Adam by tin brought the curfeon all the 
world j§ But Jeihs Chrift brings all that terreftrial 
felicity which is enjoyed on earth j and in virtue of hi* 
redemption, the fun (bines on the evil and on the 
good, and the rain defcends on the jnft and on the 
unjuft. But finally his gofpel (hall captivate the great 
mafs of inankind,| | and convert the earth to a terreftrial 
paradife. 

All thofe who live and die under the influence of 
the fall of the flrft Adam, are in a ftate of perdition, 
and rink to hell ; but all thofe who are united by faith 
to Tefus Chrift, the fecond Adam, rife to a ftate of 
j unification on earth, and of glorification in heaven. 

The fall of the flrft Adam violated the principles of 
eternal juftice, and opened the flood-gates of fin and 
iniquity, corrupted the whole race of mankind,, and 
brought univerfal depravity on every child of that 
fallen family ; and this is the fource of univerfal 
ruin and mifery.** But the obedience and fufferings 
of the great Redeemer reftores honor and fatisfaction 
to divine juftice in full, magnifies the righteous law 
of God, and turns away divine veHgance ;ff reftores 
an infinite number to holinefs of heart and life, and 
thereby flems the torrents of immorality; lights up 
in our degenerate world, a vaft number of mining 
examples whofe holy lives are to others as fo many 
directories to .holinefs and true virtue; and for their 

fakes 

* John x. 27, 28. f Rom. v. 16. ♦ Rom vi. 23. 

§ Rom. v. 18. II Rev. xi, 15. Dan. vii. 27. 

Rev. xx. 6*. ** Gen. iii. 17. 18. 

ff Ifa. xliv. 21 to 23. — chap. liii. lOto 12. 
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fakes the world is preferved* tin every cleft foul is 
fulJy prepared by renovating grace for eternal glory. 
This I think, fets the glories o£ the Mediator's perfon 
and works, in a point of view which is affecting, 
iftoniwing, and glorious 1 

Ctvicus.* Truly fo, indeed, I am pleafed with the 
glorious fight, and have felt both enlargement and 
delight while you have been fpeaking on this moil 
fublrme and interefting fubject. But be fo good as to 
allow me to afk you another queftion. Pray how am 
1 to conceive of the redeemed ? are they the whole 
mafs of mankind, or are tney a number chofen to be 
redeemed ? Of, in other words, as the divine father 
has chofen the perfon of the Redeemer, has he alio 
chofen the perfons of the redeemed ? 

Evan, Dear Civicus, I take it for granted, that you 
will reft artured of the truth of whatever the holy 
fcriptures declare ; and if fo, I have no doubt of fatif- 
fying you fully on this point. 

Civicus. You have rightly judged, for I certainly 
do, and I truft ever £hall bow to fcripture authority, 
end what you prove by it I hope ever to receive, said 
that with cordiality of mind.. 

Evan. That is right $ I am perftiadcd then, that 
Ou will perceive clearly, that as the divine Father 
as chofen the perfon of the Redeemer, fo alfo, he 
has chofen the perfons of the redeemed in him.f 
This doctrine is clearly Hated in the fcriptures.— That 
God has a people whom he has chofen, is taught by 
Mofes and the prophets 5 by Chrift himfelf % and the 
apoftlesj and furely if this be proved, I fhall gain 
your free confent. x 

Civicus, If you prove this, I can have nothing to 
fay againft it, but mall efteera it my happinefs and 
honor to embrace and avow whatever God has revealed 
in his word 3 but in order to this, I nioft have it 

proved^ 

* Gen. xviii. 32- 1. Sara. ii. 8. Ifa. xliii. 4. 

f Rom. ix. 11. Eph. i 4. Rom. viii. 28, 20, 30. 

^Jo hn vi 37. chap. x. 27, 28. chap. xvii. 9. 
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proved* for though I refped my friend with* cordiality, 
and fiotere afFe&ion, yet I can take nothing on tfuft 
of fo important a nature as this. Permit me, therefore, 
torequeft, that you proceed to your proof. 

Evan. Moft Teadily ; — but here it may be proper to 
obferve, that the choice of Abrahams defcendants to 
be the vifible church of God on earth, is certainly 
meant to inftruft us in the knowledge and belief that 
God has chofen a certain number of mankind to com- 
pofe his church on earth, there to be nourished and 
prepared for the full enjoyment of him in heaven. 
It cannot be fuppofed (1 mould think) that God 
fele&ed the nation of the Jews from all other nations 
for political purpofes only ; that feems to be a low and 
fordid idea, unworthy of infinite wifdom. But if wo 
understand Mofes aright in Deut. x. 15, 1(5 The Lord 
had a delight in tky fathers to love them, and chofe their 
feed after them, even you above all people, as it is this 
day. Tbefe words fhew clearly, that the divine choice 
of thefe people and their forefathers, contained fome* 
thing in it infinitely above any thing merely political* 
and terreftrial, even the infinite lave of God : and 
though there is reafon to believe, that many Jews 
lived and died in fin \ (for they are not all Ifrael. who 
are of Ifrael) yet there is fufficient ground to believe, 
that a great number of thefe were actually chofen to 
eternal life, as the end, and to the enjoyment of 
divine ordinances, as the means. For their example 
was defignedof God to be a light to the dark heathen 
world (at leaft to as many as had eyes to fee it) to 
guide them to the true worfliip of God, and check the 
grofs idolatry of the times. 

This then, is the do&rine which the divine choice 
of the Ifraelitifh nation teaches us, viz : A great num- 
ber of them were chofen to eternal life in Chrift the 
expected Meffiah ; and the line of ele&ion ran prin- 
cipally amongft them as agnation ; therefore, it was the 

divine 

* lit. xHii. 12,21.— Luke i. 08 to 74* 
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divine good pleafure (and that was the only canfe)* 
that the true worftiip and vifible church fhould exift 
among them. The facrifices and ceremonies of divine 
worftiip which God then appointed, for a certain time, 
were defigned to inftruft them to expect the Mefiiah's 
coming, f and to fore-fhew them the glories of his 
perfon, and the defign of his advent ; and alfo to keep 
them from the evil cuftoms and abominable practices 
of the heathens around them, and to feparate them 
to himfelf, as a peculiar people zealous of good works. 
To (hew the world, that the grace of the Almighty 
leads all the partakers of it to a life of true holineie as 
the way, and to heaven as the end. 

This was a confiant inftruction in righteoufnefs to 
the furronnding nations, a conftant condemnation of 
their evil practices, and thefe feem to be fome of the 
chief things intended by the divine choice of thefe 
people. I fhould think, my Oivicus, that this mud be 
evident to you. 

Civicus. I freely acknowledge, that y 4 ou appear to 
tave reafon and fcripture on your fide, fo far ; but you 
have , not led me through the prophets yet, much 
lefs through the new t eft a mem ; but have the gobdnefs 
to proceed. 

Evan. That is my intention. — Obferve then, that 
the attentive and enlightened mind may perceive, as 
plainly as any thing can be perceived, that the doctrine 
of divine discrimination runs through the Pfalms of 
David.} Hence the benedictions § on God's true wor- 
shippers, and the friends of tjie expected Meffiah and 
his difciples, and the awful imprecations of divine ven- 
geance || on his, and their enemies. For David in his 
official capacity ,t was a type of Chrift j and his im- 
precations on the enemies of Chrift and his church, 

feem 

• Deut. vii. 6. 7, S. ' f Heb. x. l. 

J Pfa. iv. 3.— xxxvii. 28 — xxxiii. 12 — btv. 4— lxxxiv.- 4. 

— xcvii. 10 to 12. § Pfa. ciii. 3,4, 5. — cvi. a. 

— czii. 1 to 4— cxv. 13. ty Pfe. Ctt. 6 to 20. 
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feem to me to be prophetical of the doom of all thofe 
who live and die the oppoiers of Chrift and falvation 
by him. " • Hence too, his earned prayers for the prof- 
peri ty and happinefs of God's church and cbofen* 
The do&rioe of the Pfalms is clearly this. Grod then 
had, and he now has, a number true worftripperg who 
believed and t rafted in the great Mediator, and thefe 
are the Lord's chofen, his Zion, and his Jerufalem ; 
and to them is all conceivable blellednefs promifed, 
and it will in due time and order be imparted. 

The fame doctrine is found to run through the 
prophefies of Ifaiah,* of Jeremiah,! and the other 
prophets. 

In the new teftament, out Lords difciples are called 
by bira, his Sheep,{ and the wicked (who die in their 
fin) are by hira called Groats. § Likewife, he calls 
them bis e!e£t',\\ i. e. his chofen people. The apoftle 
Paul calls the ele&, veffeh of mercy ,^ afore prepared 
unto glory : but the finally impenitent, whom Chrift 
calls Goats, the apoftle calls veffels of dishonour j 
and alfo, veffels of wr?th fitted to deftrudtion.** The 
veffels of wrath, made Jo by their awn Jin, are likewife 
characterized by the appellation of the feed of the 
Serpent ; and onr Lord calls them the children of the 
wicked one.J J Thefe wilfully, willingly, and determi- 
nedly per lift in their rebellion againft Grod, and the 
way of falvation by Jefus Chrift ; and never repent of 
their crimes, but peril ft in them till they perifh in their 
fin. Indeed, this would be the cafe of all Adam's fallen 
family, were not diftinguiihing -grace to make the im- 
portant change in them neceffary to falvation 5 for fallen 
nature is now bent to evil, only, continually, andperpet** 
ally. But thofe who are faved are faved by grace, 
through the righteoufnefs of Chrift imputed to them; 

and 

• Ifa. vi Qto 11. chap, xxvi 20,21 x 

4. Jer. xxxi. 3, il. chap, xxxiii. 11, 14. 
% John, x. 27. § Matt. xxv. 33. || Matt. xxiv. 31, 
\ Rom. ix. 23. •• Rom. ix, 29. 
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and the mere good plea fare of the divine will, is the 
only moving caufeof it. 

This is the do&rine the fcriptures teach; therefore, 
the fcope of the gofpel is fummarily this: God, who 
fees all things from eternity to eternity with infinite 
precifion, fore-knew perfectly the fallen condition of 
man, provided redemption for him, in the perfon of 
the Mediator. In him chofe to everlafting life, an 
infinite, but to him a certain and definite number;* 
which none *but himfelf can number, out of every 
generation on earth, from the beginning to the end of 
time y and this infinite number is to the Almighty fo 
certain and definite, that they will never be added too, 
and can never be diminifhed. For tbefe, the great 
Redeemer became a fubflitute, and for them put away 
fin by the facrifice of himfelf ;f brought in everlafting 
righteoufnefs ; and they all will be drawn by divine 
power and grace, to believe in and rely on the Saviour, 
and (land complete before God with full acceptance ; 
being regenerated by the Holy Spirit, justified in the 
Redeemer's righteoufnefs, adopted into the family of 
heaven, fealed and fan&ified by the Holy Ghoft,{ and 
in divine ftrength are enabled to perfevere to the end. 
All this is the effect of free, fovereign, and unmerited 
grace ; through the redemption which Chrift has 
finifhed. 

But I now begin to think of parting, and at our 
next interview, to converfe more particularly on re- 
generation and effectual calling. 

Cpvicus. Have patience a little, my Evangelifta, I 
have one queftion more to afk you before we part. 
You have evidently held forth to me.the.do&rine of 
particular redemption ; but pray you, would not divine 
grace be much more magnified by placing all men 
without exception iiLa falvable ftate ? And could not 
the redemption of Chrift avail for all, as well as for 
fome ? And, if fo, why not ? 

Evan, 

• II. Tim. « I0> 29— John xvii. 12. chap. vi. 80. 40. 44, <k. 
t Hcb, ix. 20. J Eph. i. 15, 
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Evan. I acknowledge, that fucfa a doctrine at you 
now fugged, is to be found in the creed of Arminiud 
and his difciples, but I am fure not in the fcriptures of 
truth ; and for that reafon, I reject it altogether. 
Imagine not that free grace is to be judged of by the 
numbers it faves from the ruins of the fall, fo much as 
it is from the characters and conditions of thofe whom 
it faves, . 

We have before proved, that man, as a fallen- fin* 
ner, is oonfequently under thecurfe of the violated law. 
Thofe who are partakers of falvation, were not en- 
titled to it for any merit of their own, for they had 
none, but as all other men are foare they, i. e. fallen 
and guilty : none had any right to expect mercy from 
God for any thing they ever did or ever can do. There- 
fore, it Would have been but juft in the Almighty to 
Lave rewarded all men according to their deferts j 
then all mud have perifhed. Grace is infinitely 
glorious, and above all conception magnified, in faving 
the objects of its own choice from among the fallen 
iftmily of apoftate Adam. Therefore, talk no longer 
of its being more magnified than it is, for it is not to 
be conceived of by a partial re ft or at ion of all, but by 
the complete* falvation of thofe who are the objects of 
its choice, who might juftly have been doomed to 
hell. 

But you aik, could not the redemption of Chrift 
avail for all, as well as for fome ? No doubt of that, 
if God faw good fo to appoint ; for it not only can, 
but actually does avail for all the purpofes to which 
it is defigned. Therefore it is, that all whom the 
Almighty interids to fave, are faved by it. But what 
right have you and I to fay to God, why, or what 
doeft thou ? Have we any demand on him for any 
fervice we have done him ? Surely this you will not 
fay. Then afk no more, why fhould it not avail for 
all : wonder at and adore the grace that faves any 
through it ; for furely it is inconceivably great. 

But 

* Hcb. vii. 25.— I. Thef. i. 4, 5— II. Thef. ii. 13. 
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But, what is it you mean by placing all men in a 
falvable ftate ? Do you clearly under Hand this 
matter ? 

Civicus. By a falvable ftate I mean a poflibiiity of 
being faved, and that the redemption of Chrift hasfb 
far availed for all men, that they may be faved if they 
will. For the curfe of Adam's (in being removed 
from all men by the death of Chrift, at leaft fo far that 
all may be faved, if they will believe and repent ; and 
none will be punifhed for original (in only. This is 
what 1 mean by a falvable ftate. 

Evan. I thought you meant this. But do you Dot 
include in it, that man now has it in bis own power to 
turn to God when he pleafes ? 

Civicus. Certainly the idea of a falvable ftate in-" 
eludes this, or elfe it can mean nothing ; for to taljt of 
a poflibiiity of being faved, with a power to apply to 
the Saviour, mud be a contradiction in terms. 

Evan. Juft fo, and worfe than that, the whole, 
icheme con trad ids the exprefs words of Chrift himfelf 
on this fubject ; for he tells us plainly, that no man. 
can come unto me, except the Father draw him.* The 
power to believe and repent, comes not from the 
human will, or any human agency, but from God, and 
from him only. But this proves not your notion-of the 
partial falvation of all the human race, but of the 
certain falvation of ail thofe who believe and repent. 
For that power which works faith and repentance in 
any finner's foul, is divine -, and the believing and 
repenting finner's falvation is not a may be, but a 
certainty. Did you ever read or hear of a (ingle in- 
dividual who turned and repented without the fpecial 
influences of the Holy Ghoft ? I am perfuaded you 
never did, nor any other perfon -, nor was there ever 
a (ingle inftance of the kind, nor will there ever be. 
For falvation by Jefus Chrift, is not natural to fallen 
man, nor to men in any fenie j for the law of nature 
is, falvation by human merit, and for a man's own 

righteoufnefs 
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righteoufnefs and perfonal obedience ; and not by a 
fubftitute. All carnal men retain this bias till God 
by the power of his word and Spirit flays it, and gives 
the mind an evangelic direction. No natural man 
thinks of being beholden to another for righteoufnefs ; 
bis own merit is all he thinks of, to find acceptance 
with God. But you know this is as contrary to 
every gofpel principle, as light is to darknefs, or 
heaven to hell. Therefore, your falvable date is a 
wneni'rty t or worfe \ it is an ignis futuus, calculated to 

| lead men into the bogs of carnal fecurity, and to blow 

I them up with pharifaic pride. 

* As to your poflibility of being faved, I anfwer $ 
to God all things are poflible; if he chufes, nothing 
can hinder the accomplishment of his choice j and if 
he refufes, none can influence hira to alter his mind. 
He does all his pleafure in heaven and on earth $ for 
he is in one mind,* and none can turn him ; and what 
his foul deureth even that he doeth. Salvation is not 
of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth,f but of 
God who fhewcth mercy. Confequently, if he wills 
that -all men mall be faved, no doubt they will infalli- 

f bly be fo ; for nothing can prevent what he abfolutely 

i wills. But the fcripture informs us, that the wicked 
ihall be turned into hell and all the nations who forget 

j Godi i. e. all finally impenitent tinners : and w6 read 
that Judas,} Dives,§ Ananias,|| Saphira, &c. are gone 
there already ; and our Lord fays, that in the lad great 
judgment, he will fay to many who lived and died in 
their hoftility to him ; — Depart ye curfed, into ever- 
lafting fire, prepared for the Devil and his angels.f 

, Therefore, falvation is the free gift of God, through 
Jefus Chrift our Lord ; and all the cavils of all the 
cavillers that ever lived, or ever ihall live, can never 
alter it in the fmalleft matter. The damnation of the 
wicked, is the righteous judgment of God for the 

crimes 

* Job. xxiii. 13.— Pfa. xxxiii. ji. — Ifa. xlvi. 10. 
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crimes of thofe who fall under it, and their wilftii 
perfifting therein. The judgment of the wicked it 
the due reward of their evil deeds, and God is juH end 
righteous in the punithment of their crimes. But hs 
laves freely and of his own good pleafure, all who 
come to him through Cbriit, to the honour /of the - 
riches of his grace and mercy. But your falvable ftate 
is a mere bankrupt bu fine is, or a compounding matter 
between the infinite God, and miferable finners ; and 
its tendency is evidently this : God has done bis part 
to redeem . and fave man, and be mull do the reft j 
and fo betwixt both the breach is made up in the 
imagination of fuch deluded men. This is the eflbnce 
Of your falvable flate, and I make no doubt but you 
mean as much when you ufe the terms. 

Civicus. Certainly, I do mean to hold out that 
idea by the ufe of thefe terms ; and is not the plain 
meaning of the following icrifrtures a proof of what 
1 have laid : — God willeth not that any mould periih, 
but that all mould come to repentance ; — Chrift is the 
Saviour of all men : — he tailed death for every roan. 
Our Lord himfelf fays, ask and ye lhall receive, feck 
and ye fhall find, knock and it lhall be opened unto 
you. Are not thefe the declarations .of fcripture ? 

Evan. Doubtlefs they are, and there are others of 
a fimilar tendency, and to under (land their true im- 
port is of infinite importance. But I have before 
noticed to you, this felf-evident truth, that to w#7 to 
be faved by Chrift only (and there is no other way of 
falvation) is above nature in its utmofl efforts :* and 
unlels you can prove this monftrous proportion, 
viz : that natural men can do fupematural works, and 
effect that for which they have no capacity 5 your 
falvable flate is a noilrum of no value ; and a plailler 
that Will not flick; it is an imaginary fomething 
which leads men farther and farther into error, and 
little doubt can remain, that its pernicious tendency 
has led many into the dead fea of pharifaic-deiufion. 

For 

* John i. 13.— Matt. zi. 95 to 27. 
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For the fcriptures you have quoted to prove this falfe 
pofiton, have a very different meaning. They certainly 
intend fomething very intereAing and important, and 
it feems to be as follows : 

1ft. It is of an inviting nature,* to tinners to turn 
from their evil ways. 

2d. It is declaratory, that thofe who return fliall 
find mercy,f whatever their crimes may have been. 

3d. That every repenting finner is interested in 
the death of Chrift, J and not appointed unto wrath, 
but to obtain falvation by him.} 

4th. That to will to be faved by our Lord Tefua 
Chrift, is a proof that fuch are accepted with God.[| 
There never was a iingle finner who willed to be 
faved in the gofpel way, but was actually faved j and 
the fcriptures you have quoted are to be understood in 
this way. 

I hope from this time you will fee the propriety of 
what I have advanced. 

Civicus. I am digging for truth as they do for 
precious ore. and 'tis for that purpofe, you know, that 
I afifumed the difputant j but you may aflure your- 
felf I fee where the truth lies, and rejoice in the dif- 
covery. 

But I too, begin to think of parting for the prefent, 
Farewell, dear Evangelifia. 

Evan. Dear Civicus, farewell, till our next meet* 
ing. 
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DIALOGUE VI. 

On the exaltation ofChrift, and the Benefits <whicbjkrw 
from the Redemption he has effected. 

ffVANGELlSTA. Dear Civicus, I am happy to be 
^-* fpared to the return of another opportunity to 
recommence our ufeful and pleating conversation. 

Cvvicus. I am equally delighted with the pleating 
enjoyment, and am impatiently defirous to have youf 
obfervations begun. 

Evan. I am willing to oblige you ; and therefore 
obferve, 

1. Jefus Chrift having finifhed the work* which 
in bis humiliation the divine Father had appointed him 
to perform, both in bis a&ive and palCve obedience; 
he arofe from the dead } f burft the barriers of the 
grave, came forth, and (hewed himfelf to his fbrrow- 
ful difciples and comforted them with his prefence 
and benedictions for forty days.}: He then, in their 
prefence, and on the predetermined fpot,§ commanded 
the clouds to efcort him to heaven : and they obeyed 
hit mandate, and lifted him to the right hand of the 
Majefty on high. No doubt he was welcomed into 
the celeftial courts with the loud Hi outs of the angelic 
holts, and the longs of the redeemed already in hea- 
ven, from the foundation of the world $ and I think I 
hear the mime and the fong. 

Angels. , 

LIFT up your heads O ye gates, 
And be ye lift up, ye everlalfing doors, 
And the King of Glory (hall come in. 

Response 

* John xix. 30 & xvii. 4. f Matt xxviii. 6. — Mark xvk (J. 

Luke xxtv. 0.— John xx. 14 to is J A&s i. s. 
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Response asking. 
Who is the King of Glory ? . ' 

ANSWER. 

The Lord ftrong and mighty, 
The Lord mighty in battle I 

ENCORE. 

Lift up your heads, O ye gates, 

Even lift them up, ye everlafting doors, 

And the King of Glory mall come in. 

RESPONSE. 

"Who is the King of dory ? 

SAINT'S REPLY. 

The Lord of Hods, he is the King of Glory! 

Even him who hath loved us, 

And wafhed us from our (ins 

In his own mod precious blood : 

To him give we glory \ 

For be hath redeemed ui, and made us 

Kings and priefts unto God, and 

We fhall reign with him forever.* 

Thus our great Immanuel is welcomed to the hea- 
venly mansions, and there is he crowned King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords, i.e. the nniverfal Lord of all ; 
and enthroned on the. right band of God.f All worlds 
and all creatures arc fubjeded lo his dominion; and 
an innumerable company of angels and men are to be 
his willing fnbucis ; and thofe who will not fubmit to 
his fceptre, fhall bow to his rod. J For all the angels of 
God must *wor/lip him \\ and all thofe who are faved 
by him, fhall chearfully fubmit to him, and freely 
own him as their Saviour rnd Lord. In his exhalta- 
tion then, he is the Lord of life and glory,fl the arbitrer 

of 
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of divine providence, and the judgeof quick and dead.* 
Having redeemed his people, he is engaged to make 
them all the partakers of the benefits of his death 
and t'urTerings, and to biing them all to reiga with 
him. 

His prefence in heaven is prevalent with God, and 
the fears of his wounds are vocal, and this is their 
demand : Father, tve ivill, that the fouls purcbafed by 
blood divine Jball all be called by effectual grace and con- 
verted 'to thee', be pardoned, jufiified, adopted and 
fancJified', ana finally glorified ivitb thee. 

Befides, Chrift as Lord of all, has all power in 
heaven and earth in his hands, and he faves whomfo- 
ever he wills to be faved :f therefore, thofe whom he 
intercedes- for, are infallibly certain of the benefits of 
his redemption, and of the crowns he has fecured foe 
them in the world of glory. Let us fing — 

" He ever lives to intercede 

Before his Father*! face ; 
Give him, my foul, thy caufeto plead, 

Nor doubt the Father's grace." 

Watts. 

But 2. From his exalted throne in glory, he fends 
forth his fpirit with his word}, and calls in fucceflion 
his fcattered and ftraying (heep from their wanderings 
and their carnality, gives them ears to hear his voice, 
and hearts to understand his word : powerfully allures 
and inclines them to bear and know the Gofpel ; and 
thereby begets in them a feeling fenfe of their fin 
and mifery.j and makes them willing to be faved by 
him in his own way. Where this is effected in any 
foul, there converfion is actually wrought ; and all 
fuch fouls are turned from fin and felf to Chrift and 
holinefs, and deftined to eternal glory, 

Regeneration is one of the capital benefits which 

flows 
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flows from ele&ing love,* through the redemption 
which Chrift has wrought. Nor have any a right to 
claim an intereft in his death, but thofe who are bon* 
of the Holy Spirit.f This heavenly birthj is a work, 
in which none is an agent but the divine power j 
human agency can effec\ nothing here, either totally 
or partially, it is wholly wrought by the Holy Ghoft. 
The partakers of this effential and all -important 
change, are as pailive in it as an infant in its own for- 
mation, or as the matter of which the world is made 
was, in its own formation. Therefore it is, that the 
faints are faid to be created anew in Chrift Jefus,§ unto 
good works. Thofe to whom the divine privilege of 
Ion/hip is given, are born (fays John the x apoftle) ntt 
of blood, nor of the will of the flefh, nor of the will of 
man, but of God. Tliefe words hold forth this very 
evident truth; that the nature of this work befpeaks 
it to bediviue ; wrought by the immediate agency of 
the Holy Spirit. For the children of God are the 
paflive recipients of the divine bounty, in this great 
change. But I obferve in the next place, 

3. That this change is effential to falvation. For 
our Lord biiufelf declares, Except a man be born again, 
be cannot fee the Kingdom of Goa\\ He has no native 
meetnefs for it, nor any capability of enjoying it \ his 
carnal propenfities mufl be flain, and a fpiritual capa- 
bility to enjoy God and glorify him, muft be imparted 
to him. Without this, no man can enjoy true hap- 
pinefs, cither in the prefent life, or the life to come ; 
for holinefs and happinefs are infeperably connected, 
nor can they be parted ; for a God of unfpotted purity 
and holinefs can have no communion with impurity 
and fin, nor impure finners with a God of fpotlefs 
purity.^" Therefore^ in order that his own children 
may be brought to that happinefs to which they are 
appointed, it is eflentially neceffary that they be bora 

from 
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from above ; for it is this which conftitutes their 
meetnefs for glory. Confequently, all who go to 
heaven are prepared for it by this heavenly birth, in 
the prefent life ; none can go there without it. All 
tbofe who grow up to be capable of the exercife of 
reafon, and to diicern good from evil, or fin from 
virtue, mud not only be thus renewed in the fpirit of 
their minds by the Holy Spirit, but they mud give 
evidence of it* in their lives and conduct. By their 
good fruits of piety and true holinefs, they muft evince 
their relationship to the King of Kings, and prove 
their regeneration to be real, by a life of new obedience, 
that they may be as evidently known to be the dif- 
ciples of Chrift, as a good tree is by the fruit that it 
bean. But, this fruit of true holinefs can never be 
borne by a carnal heart, for though a natural man may 
be outwardly moral, civil, and ftrictly honeft to his 
neighbours $ yet, if he has nothing but the poliih of 
nature and education, he is deftitute of faith and love, 
and the true knowledge of God 5 and is, confequently, 
a corrupt finner,f before him who feeth not as man 
feeth. Ijt is not in the power of moral fuaiion, or a 
Virtuous education to influence the heart of man to 
bring forth the fruits of faith, love, and new obedience. 
This is not the produce of nature, but it is communi- 
cated to the fouls of believers by divine influence. 
Confequently, a man muft be bleft with the graces of 
faith and love, before he can bring forth' the fruits 
thereof. But thefe graces are imparted in regenera- 
tion. Therefore, all who go to heaven muft be born 
again. However, left I mould weaken the hands of 
any who are alrendy weak, let me obferve to you, 

4. By what internal marks and evidences we may 
know this work is begun in ourfelves. Here I would 
fay, that it begins in deep conviction of our fallen and 
guilty ftate by nature and practice 5. the renewed foul 
is made to feel his loft condition, and to fee the 
abfolute need of being brought out of it. He is a4fo 

enabled 
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enabled to difcover. that he is, of himfelf, without 
rig hteoufnefs, without ftrength, and without God in 
the world j and being made deeply fenfible of his fin 
and mifcry, the renewed foul is helped to underfiand 
that Jefus is an all-fufBcif nt Saviour : he is like wife 
inclined to hope and truft that Jefus can and will favc 
him -, and therefore, is ennbled to put all his truft in 
him for falvation. The Redeemer is difcovered to the 
mind of the convinced fiuner, as the good phyfician, 
who can heal his maladies, and reftore health and 
cure to him, fave him to the uttermoft,* and bring 
him to glory. Knowing his finfr.) rendition, the ruin 
he is expofed to, and I hat Chriil only can fave him, 
he is difpofed and inclined voluntarily to chufe falva- 
tion as the free gift of God, through Jefus Chrift our 
Lord, without any thing of his own : he rejects all 
other confidence t -f and refts only on the Saviour for 
acceptance with God, and eternal life. The foul who 
has this experience, is a perfon who has felt the 
mighty change. For all this, is in itfelf above the 
power of nature .to effect ; it is the produce of the 
divine agency. It confifts in a fpiritual illumination,* 
which makes thefe difcoveries to the mind : and fpiri- 
tual vivification,|| which reftores the foul to heavenly 
life, and creates within the graces of faith, love, 
humility, found repentance, and every grace and vir- 
tue neccflary to conftitute the new creature, and to give 
to the mind a heavenly meetnefs, a heavenly direction, 
and godlikenefs. 

It confifts aifo, in fpiritual mortification*; § by which 
they die to fin, and felf-rigbteoufnefs. The dominion 
of fin is taken away ; and, though they are not freed 
from finful infirmities, they are not the fervants of 
fin ; nor do they make proviiion for the flefh to fulfil 
the lull thereof; nor have they a proud opinion of 
their own goodnefs, for they know, that of themfelves 
they have none. They do not fay, they are as good 
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as any of their neighbours ; for they know they are by 
nature, as vile as the vileft ; and they account them* 
felves the chief of miners. They glory in nothing in 
themfelves ; but Chrift is their glory, their truft, and 
their boaft j for from him they derive the whole of 
their falvation. 

Now, that call which draws a tinner's foul from 
felf and fin, muft be an effectual call indeed j and it 
really is fo, for it is the call of God. 

Can you fee your own features in this mirror, 
my Civicus ? 

Civicus. Dear Evangelifta, I think f can ; for if to 
be brought from fin and felf, to truft alone in Chrift 
for falvation, be a divine change ; then lean fay, I am 
the fubjeel: of that change. This transformation is 
begun in me, and I am as certain as I am of any 
thing, that it is a work of divine power. For, you 
know, T withstood the light as long as I was able, and 
I mould have remained eternally in my delufion, had 
not God undeceived me. Therefore, I fcruple not to 
fay, I have felt this change ; and I am fure it is a 
work of divine power, and to God only be the praife. 
1 afcribe it all to divine mercy and matchlefs grace* 
as the canfe ; and to the Divine Spirit's energy, as the 
effe&or of the work : and, if my heart deceives me 
not, I defire lo be faved both from fin and felf, and to 
live a life of evangelic holinefs, in faith and love. To 
bring forth the fruits of righteoufnefs which are by 
Jefus Chrift, to the glory and praife of God. I hum- 
bly truft that grace and ftrength will be given me, to 
enable me thus to live and walk. But I fee and feel 
that all this muft come from God. 

I am ready to fay, that thofe who imbibe and teach, 
that men have power of their own to turn to God when 
they pleafe ; are propagators of a vile abfurdity; and that 
they are not to be regarded in this. I own and afTert, 
that men have power to ufe the means which God has 
appointed to bring thofe who believe to be partakers of 
the faWation which is in Chrift : i. e. they can hear 
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the Word, and join in the worfhip of God ; they can 
leave off their immoral practices and evil courfes : 
the liar can learn to fpeak the truth j the drunkard 
can learn to be fober; the dii"hone(l man can learn not" 
to do injury to his neighbour; and the fwearer can 
leave on his hateful oaths and curfes. Every man 
can ufe the means of grace (who lives where they are 
granted) inftead of profaning the Lord's -day. Thefe 
thiugs men can do, and to fuch as wait at wifdom'a 
gates,* eternal mercy promifes to ble& them. 

But renovation is a fupernatural work, which none 
" but God can effect. All this I fee and feel, as cer- 
tainly as any thing in exiftence; and therefore, I aflert 
it, as a known and tried fa 6t, that real converiion is 
eflential to falvation 5 and, that it is wrought by di- 
vine and invincible grace; and my heart feels the 
mod powerful acquiefcence with this eflential truth. 

Evan. Your anfwer and obfervations yield me 
great pleafure and fatisfa6Uon ; I perceive by it an 
exemplification of the words of the wife man, for he 
fays, the path of the juft (or the juftified} is as. the 
ihining light.f You were firft enlightened to fee 
your fin and danger, and were alarmed at your ftate ; 
you were then laid low in felf-abafement 3 ftripped of 
all your fnppofed goodnefs 5 brought naked, poor, and 
helplefs to the Saviour ; and made willing to be faved 
freely and fully by him. At length you were enabled 
to perceive hope of yonr falvation, to. put your truft in 
him, and you n«ve found confolation. By a connant 
attendance on the means of grace, your views of the 
way of falvation have increafed j and now yonr foul 
baa been felicitated with the affurance of your 
being renewed by grace : and, feeing your calling, 
you m3y know yonr election of God.f Thus are you 
brought forth to behold the day-light of fpecial favor. 
Now you have the Deft comment on the words before 
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quoted : i. e. your own experience of their fulfilment. 
You have been led to embrace this glorious truth, and 
this will have a falutary tendency to day your mind 
on the Lord, and to fettle you firm in the faith, 
againft all the blafts of error which blow around 
you , and to quicken you in your march to the heaven- 
ly Jerufalem. 

Civicus. I find it has thefe happy effects on my 
mind ; for by being enabled to difcern the real im- 
port of this mod interesting truth, I find I can the 
better judge of my real ftate, and difcern the more 
clearly whether the work is really begun in me or 
no : this has a very falutary tendency. Betides, it is 
truly pleafant to be enabled to know the truth in this 
moft important matter. I find it fortifies and enliven* 
my mind, and I feel pleafure and ferenity of foul in 
proportion to the light I receive from a difcernment 
of this great truth. This leads me to aim at and pray 
for a continual growth in every grace. I could fey 
more, but at prefent adieu. 

Evan. Dear Civicus, adieu* 



DIALOGUE FIT. 

On the great Article of a Sinner s Justification, 

m 

r^WICVS. I fuppofe, my Evangelifla, I fhall now 
^ be entertained with your obfervations on a tinner's 
justification , 

Evan. Yes, my friend, that is my intention. There- 
fore obferve, that this is a very intere.fting and impor- 
tant point in divinity. The great Luther faid, that 
" It is the grand article on which a church (lands oi* 
falls." By which I fhonld fuppofe he meant, that 
the church which holds the pure fcriptural dodrine of 
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free jollification by the righteoufnrfs of Chrift im- 
puted to believers, is a true and found church. But, 
that thofe who 1j.>U *Ue pupiftical notions or juftirica- 
tion by works, or human merit, either partially of 
totally, are no true churches of Chrift; but falle pre- 
tenders to chriftianity. 

Now if this was the real meaning of this great man 
(in the fentence quoted above) I think he wa9 per- 
fectly right in his judgment on this grand point. For 
the true church of Chrift is faid to be the pillar* andV 
ground of the truth ; and the difciples of Chrift hold 
the truth which himfejf and the Apoftles taught in a 
pure confcience.f But there is no truth more clearly 
taught in all the gofpel than this ; that a man i9 not 
juftuSed by the works of the law, J but by the righte- 
onfnefs of Chrift, which is to all, and upon all thofe 
who believe,§ without any difference. Therefore, the 
churches of Chrift, properly fo called, and every indivi- 
dual faint in them, hold this truth in an enlightened 
confeience, as the eye holds the light ; and no longer 
(pharifee and papift like) go about feeking justification as 
it were by the works of t"be law ;|| but they feek it in a 
way of God's own appointment : i. e. in an acl: of fpecial 
grace, which imputes to them the righteoufnefs of 
Chrift, and which they receive by faith alone. The 
foul who is thus taught and influenced, ftands on the 
rock which will weather out, and ftand againft all the 
ftonns.1I winds and floods which may be permitted to 
blow and beat againft them. But the boafbng pharifee 
and the papiftical merit -monger, are both on the quick 
fands, and the floods of divine wrath, and the ftorras 
of almighty vengeance, will fweep their Babel build- 
ing,** and themfelves with it into the depths of the 
dead fea. except they take another ftanding on the 
terra firma^ above defcribed. 

* Civicus, 
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Cfoicus. You have taken the right method to 
•waken my attention, and to fecore it, I can allure 
you; and I mail linen with critical exaclnefs to ail 
you may advance on the fubjeel, for it is an important 
and interesting one. All we have already di fen fled 
is highly important, yet this fcems to be peculiarly 
foj I mall, therefore, obferve attentively every word 
you fay. 

Evan. That is the right way to underftand what 
you hear : and it is good and pleafant to have the 
attention as wakeful as the importance of the fubjecr. 
demands, and I hope that this is your cafe. Therefore, 
I will now direct your attention to the caufe of juftifi- 
cation, the matter of it, and the inftrument by which 
we receive it. 

1. The caufe of it :— This is the gracious purpofe 
of God ; fo St. Paul tells the believing Romans, in 
chap. viii. verfes 28. 2Q, and 30. In thefe verfes the 
apoftle afferts, that the faved of the Ix>rd are predef- 
tinated to be called ; faying, whom he did foreknow, 
them he alfo did predeftinate, &c. In which words, 
it is very plain, that the apoftle means to tell us, that 
it is the gracious purpofe and defign of God, which is 
the moving caufe of our j unification, who believe in 
Tefus. Indeed, the thing is felf-evident ; for if we are 
j unified freely by grace, there can be no. moving caufe 
of it, but the divine will. The j unification of be- 
lievers, by the imputation of Chnft's righteoufnefs to 
them, is the predetermination of the divine mind 
from everlaning. For, whom he predeftinated, them 
he alfo called ; and whom he called, them he alfo 
j unified, i. e. Every one of them whom he did pre- 
deftinate, every one of them he called ; and every one 
whom he calls, he j unifies ; and whom he juftifies, 
he glorifies. But the predeterminate will of Jehovah 
is the grand moving caufe of all this, or the great 
fountain from whence it flows. On this ground it is, 
that the fame apoftle tells the believing Bphefians, 
that they had obtained an inheritance, being predefti- 
nated (thereto) according to the purpofe of him who 
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all things after the counfel of his own will.* Juftt- 
fication then, originated in the mind of Deity from 
everlafting. The only moving caufe of it, is the good 
pieafure of his own will, who is the maker of all 
things, and by whom all things confift. So oar Lord 
fays, it is your Father's good pieafure to give you the 
kingdom, f" The words of the apoftle, above quoted, 
are exactly in point here : being juftifled freely by his 
grace, through the redemption which is in Chrift 

- Jefus. By grace ; i.e. by his mere good pieafure, 
as the caufe, and the righteoufnefs of Chrift imputed, 
as the matter of the believer's justification. Which 
brings me to obferve more particularly in the next 
place, 

2. What the matter of our juflification is. 
Here I fay, it is the righteoufnefs of ChriftJ 
in his active and paffive obedience; by this the 
law is magnified and juftice fatisfied, and this 
is to all and upon all them that believe, by divine 
imputation : and this is -that for which God juftifies 
all thofe who believe in Jefus. For Jefus, as the din- 
ner's furety, took on himfelf the whole of his people's 
debt, and for them paid the very lad mite. It was 
for them he fulfilled all righteoufnefs and made an end 
of (in : for they, as guilty creatures, wanted not only 
redemption from the curfe of the law, but alfo, a 
righteoufnefs in which they could appear before God 
with acceptance, and be juft in his fight. Now, the 

. righteoufnefs of Chrift is that in which they ftand 
completely accepted, and fully and freely juftified and 
acquitted from every charge that law or juftice could 
have brought againft them ; for he is the end of the m 
law for righteoufnefs to every one who. believes in|| 
him , for he was delivered to death for our offences, 
and raifed from death for our juftification.f By his 
obedience (hall many be made righteous, i. e. every 

believer* 
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fore-know, he alfo did predeftinate. If we take tbefe 
words as tbey are, without twifting them to fej.ve a 
turn they were never defigned to ferve, we ftiall fee 
clearly enough, that they teach the doctrine which I 
have advanced, and (hew it to be found and good : 
that none can be juflifted who believe not ; for our 
Lord fays, he that believeth not, the wrath of God 
abideth on him. But a ftate of pardon and juftifica- 
tion, and a ftate of condemnation and wrath, are two 
fuch oppofites, that I fhonld think no man in his 
fenfes would aflert, that they are true of one and the 
fame perfon at the fame time. Then the following is 
the truth : the people of God are actually jnftified 
"when they truly believe ; but their believing is no 
uncertain contingency, or fortuitous event which may, 
or may not happen, but a fulfilment of the divine 
purpofe, which had from eternity fecured the fact 
Therefore I aflert, that the divine will is the moving 
caufe, and the righteoufnefs of Cbri ft the matter of 
our justification ; and faith is the hand or inftrument 
that receives it 5 or, it is the hand that lays hold on 
the Saviours righteoufnefs, aflenting to it as that with 
which God is well pleafed, and in which the foul fees 
it can ftand with acceptance before him, and in which 
it confides for j unification. 

The mind of the believer is enabled to fee that this 
is the only way in which infinite wifdom fees good to 
acquit finners of their guilt, and receive them to 
favor : and being convinced that this is the way of 
God's chufing; the believer is enabled to chufe it 
alfo, and yield the moil unfeigned afient and confcnt 
to it, as an abfolute fact to be relied on for eternity, 
that the righteoufnefs of Chrifl, by divine imputation, 
is to all,* and upon all them who believe, for their 
complete juftification. 

Being perfuaded, that all thofe who thus believe in 
the Saviour, are actually pardoned, jultiiied, and ac- 
cepted of God ; the believer is enabled to put in his 
own individual claim, and to truli that he alio is for 
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Chrift's fake fully acquitted from every charge that 
the holy law and pure juftice of the Deity migit hate 
charged on him as criminal. Therefore, he flees to 
the Saviour, and lays hold on his righteoufnefs, as it 
is held forth in the gofpel ; and finds that the Saviour- 
receives him, and that the divine Father acquits 
him of every charge whatever ; and the Holy Spirit 
fhews him, that, as a believer in Chrift, there is now 
no condemnation to him*, nor any in future. But thla 

' difcovery is made to true faith only. It is this dis- 
covery of the Saviour to the believing foul, that 
enables faith to remove the mountains of guilt and 
fear, and brings into the mind an evidence of divine 

'acceptance and free pardon, as well as adifcharge from 
a fenfe of all guilt. It is faith that apprehends! and 
understands the Father's imputation of the Son's 
righteoufnefs, and believes that the man himfelf is 
constituted juft in the eyes of him who juftifies freely, 
even Jehovah himfelf. 

Thus is the renewed foul perfuaded and enabled 
to embrace the righteoufnefs of Chrift by faith, in 
which he is conftituted juft ; and actually brought 
into a ft ate of peace with God, through our Lord Jefus 
Chrift ; and this fills the foul with confolation and 
.joy. But this difcovery never was, nor ever will be 
made to a (inner in unbelief. True, juftification is 
one thing, and the difcovery of it to the foul, is 
another j but every juftified (inner has a meafure of 
this difcovery, fufficient to enable the mind at leaft to 
hope for acceptance through Christ. For, being jufti- 
fied by faith, we have peace with God through ouc 
Lord Jefus Chrift. J It is, therefore, impoflible to be 
juftified in unbelief. 

But while I aflert this, let us remember, that theie 
is an infeperable connection betwixt predeftination to 
life eveflafting, calling by grace, juftification, apd 
glorification : and that the fixft, infallibly fecures all 
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'ue reft : and though faith is the hand which receives 
j uftification, yet it is not faith which juftifies the fool, 
but the righteoufnefs of Chrift imputed, on which 
faith depends. The office of faith is (under divine 
influence)\o bring into the mind of the believer, the 
actual enjoyment of a juftified ftate, and the comforts 
thereof. But, we are not to luppofe that faith con- 
stitutes our justifying righteoufnefs; but that faith 
lavs hold on the Redeemer's righteoufnefs, which is to 
all, and upon all them who believe, not on them who 
do not believe. Nor is faith the matter of our j unifi- 
cation, but the righteoufnefs of Chrift, on which faith 
lays her hand. 

From whence it is clearly inferable, that thofe who 
make faith our juftifying righteoufnefs, are in an 
egregious error ; and turning faith to a purpofe for 
which it is not calculated, nor defigned. For that 
which conftitutes a (inner juft, muft be abfoiutely 
perfect and pure, as well as everlafting. But the believer 
finds, even after grace received, that there are doubts 
which frecjueutly arife in the mind, and often of a 
very did re fling nature. Therefore, this faith cannot 
be that everlafting righteoufnefs which conftitutes him 
juft before God : for then, impurity and tin mud pafs 
for abfolute purity and perfection, which is abfoiutely 
inapoflible. But the righteoufnefs which juftifies the 
foul of the believer, is fpotleisly perfect, pure, and 
everlafting. In this, the believer is complete, and 
Hands with acceptance before God, clothed in that 
pure robe } and the Divine Majefty looks upon him 
with as much complacency as the pure ft angels in 
glory. Yea, the righteoufnefs which juftifies the be- 
liever, is more dignifiying than theirs, for that is only 
the righteoufnefs of creatures, but the righteoufnefs of 
the faints, is the righteoufnefs of God. 

Now, what think you, on this grand and important 
fubjea ? 

Civictts. I think it is important indeed 3 and I con- 
ceive of it as a fundamental doctrine, and therefore of 
the higheft conference. In my mind I have com- 
pared 
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pared it thus : Suppofe a man in the higheft affluence, 
finks in the world, and becomes infolvent ; he owes 
prodigious Aims and is not able to pay a farthing j be 
is profecuted and committed to prifon, and muft re j 
main there till he pcrithes, or pays all his debts : the 
unhappy man is feizedand fin£s in defpair, knowing 
be has nought to pay; but a kind friend, able an^ 
willing, voluntarily undertakes to mediate for hini, 
and pay all his debts ; he makes his propofals to .be 
creditor, and they are accepted: he pays the money 
to the laft farthing ; the bills are all cancelled, and 
the poor imprifoned debtor is let free, as if he had 
paid all himfeif : for his friend's payment is placed to 
his account, and the creditor fully Satisfied. The law 
allows the tranfa&ion and the prifoner is fet free : he 
alio having joyfully accepted the kindnefs with 
unfeigned gratitude, is now as free from any claim 
from his creditor as if he had never been indebted 
to him. I conceive, I fay, that there is a ftmilarity 
here, to what Jefus does to his believing people.— But 
if the debtor had ftubbornly refufed to accept this kind- 
nefs, and would not confent to the transfer, be mud have 
remained in prifon till he could pay his debt himfeif,, 
or perifh. — Thofe who believe not in Chrift, confent 
not to be faved by him, aud in that ftate the/ cannot 
be jnltified. 

This may rebuke the error of thofe who teach that 
men are juftified before believing, on the one hand; and 
thofe who make faith our juftifying righteoufnefs, on 
the other. For, if faith be the hand that lays hold on 
the Redeemer's righteoufnefs, we cannof, take that 
bold without the hand of faitb. Again, faith itfelf 
cannot juftify, any more than the man's confent could 
pay his debt. It was not his confent which paid the 
creditor but his friend's money ; fo, it is not faith, but 
the Redeemer's righteoufnefs which justifies the 
believing foul. This may rebuke fupralapfarian rigi- 
dity on the one hand, and arminian free will on the 
other. For the real truth lies between thefe two ex- 
treatts, as it appears to me. 

Ev<m. Your UluftratioQ it quite tpropoj, aod I m 
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much pleafed with your obfervations -, and I truft it is 
a proof that you are increafing in divine knowledge; 
this is a very great blefling, may you increafe in the 
enjoyment of it more and more. But be it remember- 
ed by us, that after ail th<- difcoveries we can make, 
we know (comparatively) nothing of what may be 
known of God, in his word and by his works both of 
providence and grace. But it is a proof that we in- 
creafe in faving knowledge, when our new difcoveries 
make us more in earneft to make greater advances, 
and not to take up with the proud opinion that we 
know enough already/ and that none can teach us 
" better. May you and I be ever kept from this pbari- 
Taic delufion, and be ftill' hungering and thirfting to 
know more and more of God till we enjoy him fully 
above. 

Civicus. Amen ; that is my defire. — I think our 
next contemplation is to be on divine adoption ; I 
(hould like to be entertained with it now, if you 
pleafe. 

Evan. I mould like it as well as you, but I think 
propriety demands that we defer it till our next inter- 
view j therefore, excufe me for the prefent. Dear 
Civicus, farewell. 

C'wicus. Dear Evangelifta, farewell. 



DIALOGUE VllL 

On ADOPTION. 



J^TANGELTSTA. Dear Civicus, we are now to 
' contemplate the moft rntereftkig and important 
"flodrine of adoption. This, as to its actual fulfilment, 
is confequent on calling and juftification. Divine 
tfopOea to » tftJolig, gf awakened ftuiero* whom 
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fovereign grace had chofen to life from among tbe 
rained family of fallen Adam, and putting them into 
the family of heaven ;* a numbering theiri with tbe 
renovated and heaven-born children of God ; a mak- 
ing them heirs of God, and joint heirs with Chrift 
Jefusjf a feparating them from their old flock Adam, 
and an engrafting them into Chrift the living vine* 
For in confequence of their election union to Chrift 
in eternity, they are in due time vitally united to him 
by faith and love : and being fo, they are no longer 
, % under the dominion of (in and the curfe of the law; 
for being redeemed by blood divine, and called by 
heavenly grace, the dominion of fin is flaio, the curfe 
_ .of the law removed, and the fpirit of bondage to 
guilty fear is taken away by a manifeftation of their 
adoption to their fouls by the Holy Spirit : thus they 
are brought into a happy degree of gofpel liberty, and 
the comfortable fenfe of their intereft in adopting 
grace 5 are now no longer reckoned ftrangers, 
i foreigners, and alliens, but fellow citizens with the 
V faints and of the houfhold of God ;+ not of the uncon- 
verted, who are dead in trefpafles and fins, but of 
the number of tbe called according to the divine 
purpofe, and fet apart for God, as branches of his own 
renovated family. Now, are they, as heirs of God, 
made kings and priefts unto him, and enabled to put 
off the image of the flrft Adam, and put on that of the 
iecorid, even tbe Lord from heaven j and as they 
have borne the image of the earthly, now do they 
bear the image of the heavenly ;§ and Chrift feals on 
their fpiritstl by his own, an abiding fenfe of their 
adoption ; and makes them fee that he is their living 
head, and they the members of his myftical body : 
this is the facred relation they fland in to him, and he 
forms it himfelf, makes it known to them, and lets; 
them know he is not afhamed to call them brethren. 

Thus are they numbered with the children of God, 

/ and/ 

» Gal. iv. 3, 6\ — John i. t2 .— Eph. i. 5. f Horn. viii. 17. 

k % Eph. ii. 19. § 1. Cor. xv. 49. § Eph. i. 13. 
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ftrongeft ; and though fome of them, through the 
remains of unbelief and finful doubt, do not enjoy the 
comforts of it ; yet, the ble fling is theirs 5 and they 
have a gratuitous right to enjoy it ; and' they ought to 
know, that this holy do6trineis calculated to comfort 
their fouls, and nil them with a fweet and abid- 
ing fenfe of their interefi in eternal love, and of their 
being partakers of all the ble flings of the great re- 
demption. To know this, is to base a begun heaven; 
and a rich foretafte of eternal glory. 

Now, if my friend has this witnefs within, furely 
he can fing with me the following appropriate 

HYMN. 

1. THE Veffels of grace, 
Are chofen to life, 
From Adam's loft race. 
And fav'd from their flrife 
Againft their Creator ; 
And turn'd from their (in, 
They feel a new nature 
Implanted within. 

2. Created ane^tf, 

By grace ricn and free; 
They're then led to view 
Their intereft in thee,. 
Thou mighty Redeemer, 
Whofe heav'nly light, 
Shines in the believer, 
And fets his foul right. 

3. Thy Spirit fent home 
Thy word with fuch power, 
As made him to come 

To thee, the fame hour $ 
And own his deception 
With forrow and ihame, 
Then- thou his adoption 
Didft inly proclaim. 
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4. This a& of rich grace, 

I gladly now fetf, < 

And feci it at laft 
Is a&ed on me ; 
Drawn now by confenting 
(Dear Lord I am thine) 
With humble repenting, 
And faith that's divine ( 

5. I now fee my guilt 
Is all done away -, 
This witnefs I've felt, 
And fing it with joy 3 
I fee my adoption 
So ftrikingly clear; 
Surpaflirtg conception 
My plea fores now are. 

6. The fon of the King, 

I fee that I am, ^ 

And he will foon bring 

My foul to that clime, 

Where pleafures fupernal, 

Unmix d are enjoy'd j 

The blifs is eternal, 

And can't be annoy *d. 

Civicus. Well, my Evangelifta, of all the facred 
fongs you have yet given me, this fuits me the beft $ 
this defcribes my feelings fo exactly and pertinently, 
that it has yielded me the moil refined pleafure. I 
can adopt this language as my own ; it is this which 
makes it fo truly pleafant and delightful. I conceive 
this fweet and heavenly fubjeft will afford to the 
faints matter for an eternal fong. 

' Evan. That the matter of all our pratfes mould 
be adapted to our feelings and views, is to me a felf- 
evident truth $ for it is this, I conceive, that has the 
greateft tendency to make our devotion what it ought 
to be : i. e. lively and animating. I know you, that 
you are rather of a lively turn, and being willing to 

P oblige 
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3. The doctrine of falling from grace makes the 
purpofe of falvation a changeable and variable thing; 
and confequently, the falvation of any one is a mere 
fortuitous event, and altogether uncertain, both t> 
faints and finners. For if God is not in one mind 
about the falvation of believers, he may will thefr- 
falvation to-day and alter his mfnd to- morrow : and 
if fo, then he is a changeable being, and ths falvation 
of any is at bell but a very doubtful and uncertait 
matter. Befides, 

4. If the doctrine of falling from grace were true, 
then Chrift died at haphazard: for it is not certaip 
that he mail fee of the travail of his foul and befatis- 
£ed; fo far from it, there is not fo much as a may-be 
for it; or if fo, but. at be ft a mere may-be, thatfbme of the 
fallen race of Adam may be faved through the merits of 
Chrift-s death aod fufterings and their own meritori- 
ous free will. For if the falvation of all be not wholly 
of grace,* then it mud be partly of the will of man; 
and then, falvation is of bun that willeth and of him 
who runneth, and not wholly of him who (heweth 
mercy ; but partly of him who fheweth mercy, and 
partly of him who has fome merit. But this contra- 
dicts the whole gofpel. 

5. Therefore if falvation is at all in any fenfe 
whatever of human merit, then, that falvation is not 
of grace but of debt. But this gives the'He both to 
the old teftament and the new. The doctrine of fall- 
ing from grace then, is a palpable falfebood, abfolutely 
unworthy the chriftian affent and the chriftian 
•character, and as fuch, let us reject it : and if I know 
my own feelings, from the bottom of my foul (if I 
may fo fpeak) I do fo reject it. Same time I have 
nothing to do with the ftate of the fouls of many who 
believe that doctrine, except in the exercife of chriftian 
charity to hope that they may be right in the main 
notwithftanding. It is the odious doctrine I contend 
again (1, and not the ftate of their fouls before God. 
But, 
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6. If any one of the purchafed by redeeming blood, 
and called by divine grace, may nevert fields, fall away 
*nd perifb, then it follows, they all may do fo, and of 
4oniequence, the atonement of Chrift be of no value 
^whatever, but his death be altogether in vain. But 
*jybo that is willing to liften to common fenfe, cam 
Jbppofe for a moment that Chrift would undertake to 
<uirer and die to no purpofe, or an uncertain and doubtful 
mat at beft. No, a God of infinite ivifdom cannot ad fo 
wonuifely. But, , 

• 7* If* an 7 on e of the called by grace can fall away 

and perifli after being thus called, then, Chrift 

ka* not redeemed them from the curfe of the law, for 

^bey fall tinder it and perifh by it. But redemption 

and condemnation are two extremes in oppofition, and 

where the former reigns, the latter mult be annihilated* 

It is evident then, that the doclrrne of falling from 

/grace, makes redemption a non-entity ; and contradicts 

[ the plained declarations in the Bible-. St. Paul fays; 

Chrift bath redeemed us from the curfe of the law.* 

'Confequently the law can curfe no believer any more,, 

nor any renewed foul become a cafi-aiuay. But ia 

the next place, 

8. If any believer fall from grace and perifli, then 
a great part of the fcriptures mean nothing, or worfe 
than that, they tell us what is not a fact ; for they fay 
as plain as any words can make a thing, that the 
covenant of grace is an ei>erlafiing covenant, f as finn 
M the days of heaven : and that thofe who are in- 
terefted therein, (hall not be dit -inherited. — Yea, even 
though they break Gods fiatutes and keep not his com" 
wmndmrnts ; i.e. not fo perfe&ly and perfeveringly as 
they ought. Yet, nevcrthclcjs, the Lord will not take 
bis loving kindmfsfrom them, nor fuffcr bis fahbfulnefs 
to fail : — that Ifrael Jball be faved in the Lord with an 
ever lafting fafoat ion : — our Lord fays, j4IIth.it the Fa 
(her givctb me fball come to me: — and Job fays, The 
righteous fhall hold on bis ivaj,% and he ivbo bos clean 

bands, 

• 

« * Gal. iii 13. f Pfa. ixxxix 28, 34, 35, sO. 
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theft never took one (ingle ftep in the way to heaven, 
and therefore, fuch cannot be faid to be backfliders, 
but abfolute hyprocrites, and perfons dead tn trefpafltf 
and (ins. But a backflider in a fpirituai fenfe, it one 
who after having been foundly converted to Chrift, 
and favin^ly renewed by the Holy Gboft, has unhap- 
pily given way to fome temptation or other, which 
has been too ftrong for him, and actually fallen into 
fome known fin ;* this brings guilt on the confeience, 
fear into the foul, and lhacne rovers the face- of tfaii 
poor creature. He is now unable to keep up as before, 
that conftant and perfevering attendance on the means 
of grace he was wont to do. The confequence is, for 
a while he declines both in heart and life, and perhaps 
falls into fome grievous fin. Then the tempter tells 
him 'tis all over now, he is gone beyond the reach of 
mercy, and therefore he may as well go on and take 
all the plea Cure he can in the ways of fin, for he (hall 
never have any other, nor obtain pardon for bis griev- 
ous offences againft light and knowledge \ he has 
trampled the blood of Chrift nndtr his polluted feet, 
and put him to an open fharne, and now he muft 
never expect to be reftored to repentance, but fall 
under the forrft vengeance of the Almighty. This 
drives him Mill further from God, but he can find no 
reft to his foul, but is like Noah's Cove out of the Ark, 
which found no reft till (he returned thither j or, like 
a fifh thrown on the land, quite out of his element 
in a tormenting (ituation, having no reft nor any hope, 
and knows not what to do. This is, in my opinion, 
properly fpeaking a Kackjlider : and of fuch an one, 
I wtll boldly fay, There is //ope in Ifreal refpetting him, 
hotwithftanding this thing. 

But there is very often a backfliding in heart when 
the life is tolerably decent; a cooling of afTeftidii and 
zeal, a backwardness and inaptitude to fpirituai ex- 
ercifes, and particularly to private prayer, and a 
cherifhing of tecret (in, and a too great conformity to 
a fafhionable profeffion, and the conduct of mere 

worldly 

* Matt. xxv. a, 5.— xxvi. 70, 74. . 



(193 ) 

worldly profeffors. This is equally odious and detect- 
able in the eye of divine purity, with that of more 
open and flagitious backfliding ; and the backflider in 
heart fhall be filled with his own ways,* and if grace 
prevent not, be found awfully faulty. >But if the for- 
mer or the latter, is fenlible of the evil of his ways, 
and deplores his fad (ituation, he need not defpair, 
for the arms of divine mercy are ever ready to embrace 
him. ^ 

For the feeling of extreme pain and uneafinefs is a 
proof that a man is not dead ; and a healthy, found, 
and ftrong man may fall and break bis bones and 
bruife himfelf beftdes, but fo long as he feels his 
fituation and deplores his cafe, it is evident that natural 
life is not extinct, though the man is in extreme pain 
and. danger, yet while life remains there is hope. 
Juft fuch is the cafe of the repenting backflider : be 
has fallen and awfully bruifed himfelf, his confidence 
in the Lord is broken, the hope of his foul is fo weak 
that it is almoft extinct, and he is filled with the bit- 
terefl anguifh. But feeling proves him to be alive, 
though all his fpiritual powers are extremely maimed 
and debilitated. But let fuch a foul take courage, for 
the great and good Phyfician can and will cure him, 
for he has a healing medicine for every malady, and a 
falve for every fore. His tender and gracious heart 
pities the poor wretch's condition, and will heal all 
his wounds. Hear his language, ye backfliding fouls, 
what does he fay ? Return ye back/tiding children unto 
me, for I am ?narried unto you, faith the lord :\ I zvill 
heal your bachjlidings and love you freely, for 1 hate put- 
ting mvay. This proves that he will not forget his 
covenant nor fuffer his faithfulnefs to fail, nor blot 
the name of fuch a poor wanderer from the book of 
life. •' 

Let every mourning backflider obferve this, and 
take encouragement to retnrn to the Lord, and let 
them know they fhall find a hearty welcome, for Jefus 

will 

• Pro. xiv. 14. f Jer. iii. 14, 
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his might ; and not be overcome of evil, but overcome 
evil with good ; and to wax valient iu fight, turning 
to flight the armies of the aliens.* 

Civicus. I fee the propriety of your remarks, and 
feel the force of them on my mind ; -and am convinced 
that it is an important truth, that the beft proof of 
perfeverance is to be found perfevering in the ways of 
God, and daily growing in every grace. However, 
'tis very good to know where one's ftrength lies, and 
to be enabled to difcern on what ground we (land. 

Have you any other word of advice to offer on 
this head ? 

Evan. A word or two, and I have done for the 
preient ; and it is a word of advice to you : — You are, 
you know, but a young difciple, lately fet out in- the 
way to glory, . and you have a falfe and treacherous 
heart, and have much need to be on your guard, par- 
ticularly againft a worldly fpirit, worldly maxims, and 
latent lufts. Evils without and word within, but both 
very dangerous foes; and fhoujd you give way to them, 
your profeflion may become modith and eafy ; but re- 
member when it becomes a profethon a la tnodef, it is a 
proof that fuch live far from God. But that is fad 
living indeed. And aflure yourfelf, you will meet with 
the attacks of all thefe, but if you are enabled to 
watch and pray, you will be kept from being over- 
come by temptation. But if you at any tiine parly 
with fin, and yield a little to temptation, the devil 
will renew the onfet with redoubled vigour, and a 
million to one but he trips you* up, and gives yon a 
dreadful fall. Therefore^ remember our Lord's 
caution : What I fay unto you, I fay unto all watch. J 

Civicus. I fee the importance and feel the kindnefs 
of this advice.- May the I,ord b gracioufly pleafed 
to make and keep me watchful, prayerful, and cir- 
cumfpeft. 

Have you any other obfervation of this fort to 
make ? 

Evan. 

• Heb. xi. 34. f A faftiionable profeffion. 

X Mark xiii. 37. 
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Evan. Not at prefent j but if yon have any other 
queftion to propofe, do it now. 

Civicus. Whatcaji we fay of thofc perfons who 
profefs for a while, perhaps for many years, and feem 
to be chief in the Church of God, both for piety, gifts, 
and zeal, and of whom on that account evpfy body 
thought well; but bye and bye they are offended 
at fomething or other, and away they go, and we hear 
no more of them : and of other§, who go on in a pro- 
feffion till detected by their crimes, \vhile they carry 
on their profeffion. 

Evan, What can we fay of them ? Why what 
the apoftle John has faid already : they went out 
from us, becaufe they were not of us 5* had they been 
of us, no doubt they would have continued with us ; 
but they went out from us for this purpofe, that they 
may be manifefted that they were not of us. As our 
Lord fays to the pharifees 5 Ye believe not becaufe ye arc 
not of my Jbeep.\ In the former inftance, it is clear 
that thofe who go* out from us and never return, have 
done as Judas did, joined themf elves to the Church of . 
God, and had only fo much religion as mere nature 
could acquire, and no morej and therefore, they are 
carried away by their own corrupt bias and fatan'g 
temptations ; for nature cannot effect a faving change, 
and nothing but divine power and grace can preferve 
from apoftacy. As for thofe who profefs till their 
crimes are dete&ed, they are abfolute hypocrites \ and 
if they never repent they will fink lower in hell than % 
the tinner's of Sodom, J of Tyre, and Sidon, and the 
darkeft of the heathen. But neither the former qor 
the latter could fall from grace which they never had, 
nor go out of that way they never were in. A man may 
profefs to have grace, and to believe the do&rjnes of 
grace, when he has not been renewed in the fpirit of 
his mind by the divine Spirit ; and from this profeffion 
he may fall, and he certainly will dcTfo fooner or later, 
except it pleafe the Lord to renew his foul by heavenly 

grace* 

• I. John ii. 19. V John x. sO. t Matt. id. 2 to 24* 
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grace. But the acquirements of nature, and renova- 
tion by grace, are two very diftinct things : and the 
child of nature cannot be in a ftate of grace 5 and con- 
fequently, could not Iofe what he did not poffefs. 

A man may have a traditional religion, and a na- 
tural perception of the doctrines of religion ; and may 
have, moreover, an attachment to the mode of Ms 
feet, and the doctrines they efpoufe$ without his 
heart being renewed. But his falling from this is 
not a falling from the poffeflion of real grace, but 
from a femblance of it. The words of the apoftleto 
the Galatians,* Hebrews,f and other places, which 
fpeak of falling away, are to be underftood in this 
light, when they are fo underftood, we* conceive rightly 
of this important matter. 

Cvvtcus. You appear to have reafon and truth on 
your fide, and therefore I chearfully acquiefce in it. 
I perceive now, that nature may be polimed without 
being fan6tified,J and then no wonder that fuch pro- 
feflbrs turn away fooner or later. It is the child of 
God only to whom eternal life is given, and it is grace 
only which completes what it begins, and fo brings 
the partakers of it through all to glory at laft. May 
this felicity be mine, and my friend's alfo, for Chrift's 
fake. Amen. 

Evan. Amen ! May we (hare in this mercylargely 
now, and at laft fhine in glory with all the blood 
bought throng, for Jeius' fake. 

But before we part 1 wifli to obferve, that the na- 
tive influence and tendency of thefe facred principles 
on the hearts and lives of all thofe who underftand 
them, and cordially receive them is, 

1. That they are productive of fincere and fupreme 
love toGod:§ for in thefe holy truths the divine cha- 
racter is held forth to us as fupremely and infinitely 
lovely. His nature is infinitely pure and fpotlefsj 
and his conduct infinitely wife, holy, juft, and good. 
Yea, God is Love, . and in his love and his mercy he 

* has 
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has chofen td fave tis 5 and bis love* attracts the 
believing foul to love him in return. Divine love 

- begets and increafes.the believer's love. Yea, the difV 
covery of divine love to the believing foul, is the mov- 
ing caufef of the believer's love. For. the difcovery 
which the Lord makes to him is, that he hath loved 
him with a free and eternal love, merely becaufe it 
was- his own good pleafure fo to do, and for., no other 
caufe or reafou : this fecures and preferves the be- 
liever's love to his loving and gracious God. This 
love makes his chearfu) feet run delightfully in the 
way of the divine precepts. Now the divine commands 

> are not grievous but delightful, and the fuul pants after 
greater alacrity and enlargement in the ways of God, 
and cannot reft in any prefeut attainments, nor till, he is 
made perfect in hoiinefs, and fet down at the right- 
hand of God in heaven. The whole foul of the be- 
liever is divinely attracted by this love, to love God 
fupremely and fincerely, and to aim conftantly and 
continually at a growing conformity to the divine 
image in knowledge, faith, love, and true holinefs, 
and (hort of it the believer will not reft. But in the 
next place, 

. 2. Another bleffed effect of thefe divine truths on 
the foul of the believer, is fincere good will to all his 
fellow men,} without exception, and efpecially to his 
fellow difciples. Thefe divine principles infpire the 
believing mind with the generous belief, that all men 
are the creatures of the fame God,§ made by the fame 
divine power, and defcended from the fame original 
human parent, and are naturally brethren of the fame 
family, and equally entitled to his regard and efteem, 
as men : but it is lawful and right that he mould h,ave 
a fpecial regard|| for all his fellow difciples in the 
kingdom and patience of Jefus Chrift : and this 
peculiar regard for his chriftian brethren every believer 
has and cherifhes 5 and by thefe principles his life and 

actions 

» I. John iv. 19. f Gal. v. 5, 22— Eph. i. 10— Pf. cvi, 1. 

% I. John iv. 7, 8. Luke ii. 14. & vi. 31 1038. 

\ A6U zvii. 26V U Gal. vi. 10. 
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•ctioas are guided. For there is this one grand rale 
which our Lord has taught us, by which all his dif- 
ciples are influenced ; viz, All things wbatfoever ye 
would that menjltould do toyou, do ye even Jo to tbetn, 
for this is the lanv and the prophets,* Therefore, every 
true believer is confcientioufly, and ftudioufly con- 
cerned toad by this rule ; for Jefusfa\s, if ye love 
me keep my commandments ;f and the iove of Cbnft 
conftrains him to be obftrvant of all that Jefus bas 
commanded. Confequently, he is a man of found 
piety towards God, and genuine good will to all men 
in general, and efpecially chridian men. The happi- 
Befs of his fellow men adds pleafure to bis ou n ; and 
the jov of his brethren in Chrift adds blifs to his joy, 
he rejoices with thofe who do rejoice, and mourns 
with thofe who weep. This is the fruit of redeeming 
love brought home to the foul, and it is this which 
makes him the mod generous being on earth, as well 
as the mod companionate : and he is fweetly impelled 
to this by his own gracious feelings. For, as the 
elect of God, J holy and beloved, he has been enabled 
\o have bowels of mercies, and thefe are tenderly 
touched with the mod generous feelings ; and this is 
ever his godlike fentiment, to do whatever he can to 
leffen the tnifcries of men, and to increafe their com- 
forts, not .by complying with their vices, or conniving at 
them, but by generous and manly efforts to meliorate 
their, mental and moral condition, as well as by allevi- 
ating 1 their temporal diftreis. Thus men, as men, are 
the objects of his general regard and good will, but 
the faints are the objects of his peculiar love and 
edeerri. But in the next place. 

8. Thefe are doctrines according to godlinefs, and 
not, as fome in their blind zeal for fuppofed holinefs 
have reprefented them, the doctrines of licentioufnefs. 
No ! They lead to the mod exalted piety and the 
pured benevolence. Therefore, if a real chridian has 
property, he will employ it for God, to do good 

to 

• Matt vii. la. & xxii. 30. t John xhr. 1*. &xv. u. 
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to his fellow men ; he will procure wholefome 
inltru&ion for thofe who are ignorant, and relief for 
thofe who are in diftrefs. If he has talents of a 
fpiritual kind, thefe he will employ as providence 
calls, for the fame benevolent purpofe, even to (hew 
men the way to life and peace j and if he has it in. his 
power to encourage others to the fame benevolent 
undertaking, he will readily do it. The minds of 
men he elleems of the greateft importance by incon- 
ceivable degrees, and for their welfare he is principally 
concerned. Therefore, the propagation of the blefted 
gofoel as extenfively as poilible, is the chief of his 
wifhes on earth, and his chief (Indies are dire&ed to 
this grand object ; foi he knows well, that human 
felicity is confequent on its fpread,* and that for 
want of it the people perMh.f Therefore, 

4. Not only the profane and ungodly are precluded 
aright to the Chriftian name, but likewife all worldly 
profeftbrs, and idle droning Parsons, who are neither 
ftudious nor active for the propagation of the gofpel, 
nor the good of mankind, but are mere religious 

k money getters, % felffeekers, and vuorld fleafers ; thefe are 
not in6uenced by divine truth, nor conformed to 
Chrifl Jefus, but to themfelves and the world j and 
thefe belong not to the Church of God, and have no 
faving acquaintance with the Church's Head. There- 
fore, except they be born again§ of the Divine Spirit, 
they muft remain among the congregation of the 
dead :|| or, which is the fame, among infidels and 
heathens, for they are not of the communion of the 
faints, and dying fo, they muft dwell with them for 
ever in bell. But, 

5. Thofe who profefs to believe thefe divine prin- 
ciples, but are lovers offin, and live in the commiflion 
ot it, are not Chriftians but Hypocrites,*^ and in that 
ftate cannot be faved. But this is not meant to throw 
difcouragement in the way of any repenting (inner, or 

any 

* Eze. xlvii.. 9 Rev. xxii. 1, *2 Pfalm xlvi. 4. 

f Prov. xxix. is — Amos viit. 11. \ Ifa. Ivi. 10, 11. 

Eze. xxxiv. 2, 3 § John iit. 5. || Pro. xxi. 16V 
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Evan. True, my friend, this ought to be lamented, 
but let us remember we have an Advocate with the 
Father, Jei'us Cbrift the righteous ;* and we are told, 
you know, wc are complete in him. I will acknow- 
ledge I have felt myfclf the ftrong workings of latent 
corruptions to be more powerful than any gracious 
feeling 1 ever had, as I thought, and many and many 
a time too ; but 1 don't think this is actually the cafe, 
for if it were, what would have been become of as 
before now. If grace had not been felt ftronger than 
fin, the weaker muft have been ubfolutely overcome 
by the ftronger, and we have been carried away by 
it .into all wickednefs as before. I dare fay you 
perceive this 

Civicus. You have reafonon your fide, my Evan- 
gelijla, and I feel comforted at the thought ; and am 
very thankful for the benefit of this couverfation 

Evan. I feel like plealure and fat is faction. Let us 
now fing the following verfe and part for the prefect. 

'Tis fweet to converfe 
On fnbjefts divine, 
When from the great Source; 
Its beams on us fhine, 
To make converfation 
Enliv'ning and clear 7 
It brings our falvatioh 
(To feeling) more near. 

Evan. Dear Civicus, adieu. \f* 

Civicus. Dear Evangelifta, farewell. ta * 

fee 
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And I fanv another Angel fly in the midft of Heaven, 
having the everlqfling Go/pel to f reach to them that 
dwell upon the Earth, and to every Nation, ana\ 
Kindred, and Tongue, and "People.* \ 

THAT there is a very glorious period of gofpel 
light and profperity, and of its univerfal fpread; 
L and triumph, yet to come, is taught as clearly in 
I the fcriptures of truth as any other important do&rine 
' therein contained j and among others, in the text and' 
context now before us. True, the minifters of Jefus 
are commiflioned by him to go into all the world and' 
preach the gofpel to every creature, and many of the 
lively and zealous minded of the Redeemer's ambafla- 
dors have made very extenfive and laudable attempts \ 
and by their labours the Lord has wrought much 
good in the earth -, not only in the apoftolic age, but 
fince likewife. But I conceive that all that has yet 
been done, is but as the twilight of the rifing morn- 
ing, compared with the meridian brightnefs of the 
clear noon -day. For, this flying angel which the 
apoftle faw, is a feraphic gofpel minifter, or a fuo 
ceffion of fucb, remarkably and extraordinarily raifed 
up, qualified, and fent forth by the Lord himfelf, to 

preach 

• Compare Chap. si. 15 to 17, with Dan. vii. 80, 27, and 
Chap. xx. ii. to 7. 
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pnNnlHto tMrjhnMr offMiw, slier the pouring ont the 
TiaU on the antienriftian fynagogue, and her fupporters. 
That is, after God has fhafceo down every feparating 
wall and every injurious fence that hindered the pro- 
grefs of the preached gofpel. But this has never yet 
been done, though I am perfuaded that God. is now 
doing it, and it is -very likely , that thefe Graphic mi- 
Bifters will fpeedily receive this enlarged commifljon, 
and go forth with the celerity of angelic mind^, to 
preach to aril the inhabitants of -the earth, the everlaft- 
ing Gofpel of God our Saviour. 

Divine veracity has -pledged Htfelf for the full ac- 
complishment of this, and this gofpel (hall be preach- 
ed to every nation, kindred > andfngue, its found (hall 
be heard through all the earth, and the greateft num- 
ber of men (hall feel its faying energy and life-giving 
power ; forfhe Lord of Hofts has f poke n it. There- 
fore tocall it in question is a f pedes of fcepticifm which 
every Chrifiian fhould deteft. Has God fpoken it, 
and {hall ?he not fulfil his word ? Is.aoy thing too 
bard for him ? Will not his power perform what bis 
truth has promifed ? Mod afluredly it will. Then I 
would guard, again ft fcepticifm on the one hand, and 
ehthufiafm on the other.; for if enthufiafm has infeded 
form, 1 am afraid fcepticifm has poijwed more. Laying 
afide every imaginary conceit, I would take fcripture 
for. my guide ; and in devout and pleafing contempla- 
tion I would realize the long defired arrival of the 
blefled and important .period, when the found of the 
gofpel fhall be heard through all the earth, and all 
ftefh fee the falvation of our God. This, I am fure, is 
do uncertain event, for the .King of Glory has ap- 
pointed that it fhall .actually take place in its proper 
feafon, in the time bed fuited to manifeft his ii.flnite 
wirdom, end enhance his goodueis, and to fecure to 
himfelf the whole revenue, of .praife. 

True, the doctrine of , the Millennium has been 
varioufly and contradictorily taught', and as varioufly 
believed. On this account many have doubted it, and 
others have rejected it altogether. But furely the 
well informed christian is wifer, for be knows there is 

not 
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not a do&rine in the fcripturc which has not been 
difputed by many and rejected by others. Will any 
one fay, that becaufe of this the fcripture is left true, 
or any one of its do&rines lejs important ? I am fare 
no chriftian will, whatever others do. ' The dtfpntes 
of men of corrupt minds, cannot invalidate or altet 
any iota of revealed truth. This obfervation wiH 
appo&fely apply here, and the fcripture account of 
the Millennium be found a reality which cannot be 
fhaken, let whofoever will difputeit : and the wirful 
rejecters of it, may many of them find it true to their 
coft ; for fhould their unbelief fofter any oppofition to 
the work of Grod when he is bringing it forward, they 
will be daihed to pieces like a potter's veflel. For 
the day that fhall ufher in this moft glorious asra wiH 
barn as an oven, and the wicked be as dry ftubbte 
before an all-devouring fire. Thefe then, fhall find 
it true to their forrow, except they repent. But the 
Children of Grod who have underftood and believed it; 
will have to rejoice and be glad at its arrival : for now 
Jefus wiH take to himfeff his mighty power, and fob* 
doe the nations to his government and reign over all, 
for he 19 King of Kings, and Lord of lards 3 and now 
Ire will fend forth his word by his fervants to evert 
land. Thofe who welcome the glad tidings to their 
hearts will live for ever 5 but thofe who oppofe and 
rebel will be deftroyed. The Kingdom of ChrHfc 
mutt come, and his will be done on earth as it h fa 
heaven ; or elfe, he has taught, and they have learnt 
to pray in vain $ and al! faith in it would be eeraafty 
vain. But this cannot be, for be is the Kttle Stone 
cut out of the mountain without hands, and his 
Church, who are the members of his body, fhall foon 
become a great mountain and fill the whole earth > 
both with her dottrine, difciples, worjbip, and dtfcipRnei 
for of thefe is his evangelical Kingdom compofed. 
Therefore, our Lord will firfi make way for his evan- 
gelifts to pafs, and then he will fend them from land 
to land. The hindrances, whether men or things, be 
he will foon ftrft remove, by the pouring out of the 
vials of divine wrath, which this context predicts $ 
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and thefe {hall throw down and overturn whatever 
{lands in his way ; though to human power infur- 
mountable. yet to his own it {hall inftantly give way, 
as foon as he {hall fee good to exert it. 

Thefe hindrances are ftupid idolatrous Gentilifm, 
on the one band, and Antichriftian delufions and 
practices, on the other. Thefe are fo deeply rooted in 
the minds of their deluded votaries, that nothing but 
the power of the Almighty, can pull up the one, or 
throw down the other : but till this is done there is 
not the lead human probability that the gofpel will 
fpread, or men be enlightened, or the Kingdom of 
Chrift come in that manner which the divine word 
has informed us it {hall. Therefore, the judg- 
ments of the great God, as defcribed in this chapter, 
will beat down and tear up the powers which fup- 
port thefe abominations, and take them out of the 
way. Then thofe feraphic minds defcribed by the 
appellation of angels, (hall go forth preaching falvation 
to dying men of every nation, tribe and tongue. The 
power of the Lord will furnifh them for their work! 
and wonderfully crown their mefiages with vaftly 
fuperior fuccefs, than any thing that has yet been 
known. The energy of the Divine Spirit will pre- 
pare the people, and make them ready to receive the 
word of the Lord ; and though they will be but 
as the Valley of dry Bones, yet by the words of the angelic 
prophets being accompanied with divine energy, they 
will come together bone to its bone, and (land up a 
Uving army, and an innumerable company. For the 
word thefe minifters {hall deliver will be made effectu- 
al for thefe purpofes, and to accompli fh all things for 
which it is lent. Thefe are to enlighten and evan- 
gelize the great mafs of mankind, and to turn them 
from darknefs to light, from fin and fatan to Chrift, 
and to bring them by him to eternal felicity. For- we 
are not taught to conceive of the redeemed of the 
• Lord as a fmall i neon fider able number, conlidered in 
the aggregate,* nor that the difciplesof Jefus on earth 
will always be in the minority. No, for the angel in 
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the words before us has a coromiifion to preach -the 
gofpel to every nation/ and to all men; and his fut- 
cefs will be as large as his commiffitm. 

Perhaps this angel may fignify either fome fuch 
remarkable individuals as a Luther, a Caltik, or a 
Whitfield, or a fucceffion of fuch 5 only with th|i 
difference, thefe will be armed with a greater degree 
of divine furniture and ardor, and crowned with more 
abundant fuccefs than thofe. For though they all 
carry the fame meflage to their fellow .men, yet the 
qualification for the work, and the meafure of fuccefs 
which each minifter ihalt have, depends on the divine 
will ; and the work is effe&ed by the energy of the 
HoTyGhoft. 

But the Lord's people are fcattered all over the • 
earth, efpecially in the Millennial age : therefore all 
over the earth (hall the gofpel be preached in purity 
and power ; and the great majority m every land fhafl 
hear its found and feel its influence, and thereby be 
brought to know the Saviour and the way of falvation 
by him, and enjoy a knowledge of the forglvenefs 
„. of fins. But if the gofpel were not to be fent to 
them, we know of no other way whereby to make 
them wife to falvation 5 for the apoftle fays, faiti 
cometh by bearing, and hearing the gofpel preached 
faithfully to them : that is doubtlefs his meaning. 
Confequently, this is another reafon of a very con- 
clusive nature why the gofpel found muft be heard 
through all the earth, and the meffengers of the 
Lord be fent from land to laud, and be crowned with 
all conceivable fuccefs. For now, in this happy period, 
the King of Siou will ride forth in his evangelic car, 
cooqtaeiing and to conquer. , Now too, the arrows of 
divine conviction mall Hick raft in the hearts of the 
King's enemies, and make them fall before him, and 
become his humble fuppliants, his willing dttcipka, 
and ins naoft affectionate friends. He bids hi* prophet 
tell us, that he intends to make tht*$ the mofl <k&cmus> 
foul-reviving, and all- animating Teast \ a Feqft, the 
moft coftly to its Founder, but absolutely free to every 
*v9?3 ind he tqUi us too, tfeat k thali be afcaftjo 
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sll people. Certainly this cannot mean a fnudl dimmU 
the number, nor every individual of Adams race ; but 
in the time when it (hall be prepared, it fhall be the 
great mafs of men in every country j a vafi number ivbich 
no man can number, from every part of the world. 

I ihall not notice the different fentiments which 
have obtained on this fubject, for the fake of time 
and room, bat directly flate that which appears to my 
mind to be revealed' in the Word of God. For while 
we tread # on .this ground we ihall ftand firm, for the 
great Shepherd and Bifhop of fouls has made it certain 
and facred j what we derive from thence will be froto 
a pure fountain, and then the ftream will be clear 
alio. Therefore, the Scriptures ihall be our premiere 
. and demiere refort^ to thefe we make our rirft and lad 
appeal 5 for from hence we may fafely look for truth 
and certainty, and be able thereby to difcern the true 
nature of the Millennial Difpenfation y with its blefled 
effects and confequences on the minds and bodies of 
men, the fbte of the world, and the church of God. 
It will then be found in the largeft fenfe, that the 
entrance of divine truth into the minds of men giveth 
light, in a very ex ten five manner, and of a rooft-falu- 
Jtary kind indeed. So much fo, that the dulled ihall 
be well taught, and raife their hearts and voices to 
their Creator's Jiigh praifes, and to every thing tending 
to honor and glorify their Saviour, make themfelves 
happy and fpread felicity to all around. 

For the further illuftration of this truly delightful 
and pleating fubject, I would attend regularly to the 
following principal points : 

I. The Millennium* is a period in which pernici- 
ous fentiment and deftru&ive practice ihall be done 
away, both from the minds and bodies of men. 

II. The approach of this happy period is to be 
announced to the world by pouring out the vials of 
divine judgments* on the enemies of Chrifi, and the 
©ppofers of his kingdom. 

• From MiUc, one thoufind, and Aimomm> ytaw $ it %ni- 
Jics a thou&nd years. 
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III. After thefe judgments are inflicted, it will be 
feen they were defignc J to remove worfe evils, and to 
introduce the mon glorious part of the evangelic 
difpenfation. 

IV. This will be produdive of the higheft felicity 
both fpiritual and terreftrial that the church and world 
ever yet faw, which will fhed genial rays of benign 
influence over all mankind. 

V. The Millennium will be a period of long 

continuance. 

Firft. The Millennium is a period in which per- 
nicious fentiment and deftructive practice fhall be 
done away, both from the minds and bodies of men, 
for it is the glorious gofpel jubilee, and the fabbatical 
year of the Lord. The mind of man in this glorious 
feafon, will be delivered from thole delufions fo fatal 
to human felicity, which the. fall introduced at firft> 
and which the prince of darknefs has foftered and 
propagated by means of men of corrupt minds, and 
the destructive errors they have imbibed and practiced. 
For now the all-irradiating light will fhine, and me,n 
be enabled thereby to difcover truth and detect error ; 
now, more than ever, the Divine Spirit's influence will 
be poured from on high, and the night of GentUifm, 
Papal Superftition, Mahometan delufion, and every other 
anticbrtflian fentiment and practice will be chafed before 
the bright Shining of this molt glorious light, as the 
fhadows of the evening are before the approachiiig 
morning when the fun begins to dart his rays. 

Now the minds of men as well as their bodies are 
fubject to that bondage of corruption which their ig- 
norance and wickednefs have fo abundantly brought 
forth. The covering vail of human ignorance is caft 
over the minds of natural men in all nations, and in cc n- 
fequence of that, they are wrapped in worfe than 
Egyptian night. Nor is this darkening vail taken 
away from Christendom itfelf * for though there are 
many of the children of light in it at prefent, as well 
as formerly, yet, alas ! the baneful influence of the 
, Lo beres, and the Ja tbcrcs, which Ignorant party 
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ftleri, and felf-feeking priefts have raifed, there is too 
much reafon to fay, that the vail is not yet taken 
off from the vlfible protefling chriftian churches to 
this day. But at the arrival of this glorious gofpel jabilee 
and fabbatic year of the Lord, this vail of the cover- 
ing fhall be taken away, even from offal/ the Earth ;* 
•this is thcteftimooy of God hirafeif by his prophet 
Ifaiah. It is certain this glorious event has never yet 
happened-; for in-dead of being taken off all the earth, 
there are comparatively few who are not yet darkened 
by this deftrudtive vail. There never was a time yet, in 
which thefe words have had their accompli foment ; 
consequently, it is an event to be expe&ed, and that 
on the fureft grounds, even the divine veracity and 
prediction, which the faithfulnefs of Deity is engaged 
to (perform. 

We are Hkewife affured that all (hall know the 
Ltord, and that the Spirit^ influence (hail be poured 
oa*all flefb j that the 'knowledge of the Lor djhall cover 
the earth as the waters do thefea. That Jefus fhall be 
King of Nations, as well as King of faints. That the 
fcibgltotas of this world fhall become the kingdoms of 
buf God and his Chrift. That he (hall feign over all 
the earth even for ever and ever $ tha| is to the end of 
tiftie : for the apoftle Paul teaches us, that beyond 
the refurreftion of the dead, Chrift (ball refien the 
reign of his mediatorial government to the Divine 
father^ that he might be all in all. Therefore we 
Way fafely fay, that the Millennium is an age of 
gloriotft light and heavenly influence, which fhall 
chafe the AVktaefsof error away, with -all its effects 
and Conferences on the minds of men and the ftate 
bf the world. 

To the Church of Chrift it will be the moft wet- 
cdrhe and naoft glorious period (he ever knew on earth. 
It is worth while to obferve, that the reign of igno- 
rance and error is Compared to the datknefs of the 
'night, not only for the fable hoe of its (hades, but for 
its tmiverfafity and widely attended ttign j for It 
'Wraps the Whole fcewriffchere in the /dartrteft of Its 

* Its. xxv. s. ' t *• Cor. **•. a4 > **• 
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gloom, and thereby lulls all things to filence and 
llumbers. On the contrary, this glorious difpenfation 
is not only called the day, but we are told it {hall be a 
day of f even-fold fight ; and more than that, in this 
glorious day the bride, the Lamb's wife (hall be clothed 
with the fun, have the moon under her feet, and a 
crown of twelve liars on her head. By which the 
Holy Ghoft fignifies to us, that the pure knowledge of 
God, and the way of falvation by Jefus Chnft our 
Lord, (hall be difcerned as clearly, and known as fully 
as the eyes difcern the objects which furround us, 
when the fun fhines mod clearly, and no clouds appear. 
For as the rays of the fun emit beat as well as~ light, 
and gild the creation with its glories, fo the fun of 
righteoufnefs not only fpreads heavenly light abroad, 
.•but adorns and beautifies the mind with its various 
graces. This makes the happy partakers of theft 
divine, favours to underftand fully what the prophets 
.and apoftles have recorded by divine direction ? infer 
much that they are truly and emphatically called, the 
children of light. This furniihes them for every good 
.'word and work, and enables them to fhine to their 
Saviour's praife, and to adorn the doctrine of the 
great Redeemer in all things : this will be general in 
this happy time, and in a fupereminent degree. Con* 
fequently, the night of error muft flee away, and the 
day of divine knowledge arrive, in glory more brilliant, 
and light more extenfive, than the moft glorious day 
that the world ever yet faw, by as much as the light 
of (even funs would be more brilliant than that of one 
only. 

'* Oh ! long expected day begin, 

" Dawn on thefe realms of woe and fin." 

It muft be fo, for the King of Kings undertakes to 
do the work, and nothing can binder its completion, 
for all mult bow to his fcepter, or be dafhed to pieces 
by his rod. Every foul muft be fubjected to his 
government ; and every deftructive practice as-well as 
everv pernicious fentiment muft give way to the reign 
of. righteoufnefs, peace, and truth. Hurting and 
violence muft be known no more, war and human 
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carnage muft fink to the regions of darknef* from 
whence they fprung. For the Redeemers maxim 
moil become the univerfal law : All things wbatfoever 
jcnvbmld that tnen Jbotdd do unto you, do ye even foto 
them r Jar this is the krw and the fropbets. The end of 
this commandment is love, out of a pure heart and 
friesicMhip unfeigned. This friendthip muft be main- 
tained by all our Lord's difciples, and at this time they 
will be the great mafs of men, become his willing 
people. Consequently, peace, friendihip, and felicity 
will blefs all the earth, and Che corfe of the ground 
for the fin of man will be happily and proportionably 
removed. 

All this is evidently and plainly implied in the 
fending of fatan and catting him into the bottomlefi 
pit during the Millennium. But the binding of the 
fcellrfb lion is * certain event which will infallibly 
take place ; and it will be to ail men, Off* of the fflttft 
faterefting and important of events : yea, it will be 
•te of the moft gracious a&s of the Redetfnler'ft pow± 
•t. For the graod mifcbief-maket, who is now the 
prifrce of the power of the air, who rule* in the cbft- 
wfen of disobedience, will then be confineti to- the 
boftomlefs pit, and not fuffered to go forth a» now to 
deceive the rations, either by pernicioua errors or da- 
Jtrn&ive pra&icci. The kingdom of hell moft be 
completely overthrown, and the reign of King Jeios 
mdiverfelly fet up. God fays of the whole kingdom of 
iferknefe, with its members and appurtenances, / &M 
t*tW**r#, *vnrt*fn, vfierturn it, till be ebtM ivtefi right 
it is, and I ivill give it him Therefore the gentUiffA 
papiftry, and every fpeicfts of atitiohriftiartity which 
has defoldted the world and defiled the Church of 
Gbrift, muft be fwept "away with the befom of de- 
struction, and the old Terpeni be permitted no longer 
to prowl through tl*e creation, feeking whom he may 
devour \ he thai) be (hut up in the a by ft of infernal 
defpair. Then {here will be no more hurting or de- 
ftrpying in all tne holy mountain of 01 r God : for then 
too, the whole earth (hall be the temple of the Lord, 
and Jefns mall reign from the rivers to the ends of the 
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earth, and all nations fubmit to* his (center. Satanic 
influence, and mental fla very {hall be f wept away; 
and pontifical und facerdotal domination be no mow : 
the mhrrftere of religion will be of the primitive 
order ) N*t lords over GuTs heritage, hut helpers of his 
peoples joy. Not teachers for jilt by lucre's fahy but dif- 
interefted mini iters of Jefus, who watch for fouls at 
perfons who mud give account to him who (hall judge 
the quick and dead. For the Millennium will not 
put away the pure preaching of the word, nor render 
the gofpel miniftry ufelefs. Ch rift' has already oom- 
mifiioned his own minifters to go and preach to all 
nations ; nor has he ever revoked that commiffiofl, nor 
will he ever do fo, for fays he, Lo, 1 am with you al- 
ways, even to the end of the world. In the words I 
have feleded, the angel has the everlafting go foci '#• 
preach to every nation, kindred, and tongue ; and this 
angel flgnifies a heavenly minded minifter or minifters 
of Jefus, who in the Millennium will go forth with 
ancglic ardor and feraphic celerity, to deliver tbeir 
meuages to their fellow men. Therefore, let us guard 
againft thofeenthufiafts who would fet aiide all preach* 
ing, as much as againft thofe fceptics who call all -this 
in queftion. 

But the minifters of Jefus never were, nor ever 
will they wifh to be, fetters up of lords tnany, over the 
faith and confidences of their brethren ; nor gods many, 
to invade the divine prerogative, but they are the 
ftudious promoters of gofpel knowledge in its purity 
and power. This will caufe men to know that Jefns 
only is King in Zion, and head over all things to his 
Church $ and they are all, without exception, Brethren % 
and nothing above this in fpiritual things ; even thole 
whom divine influence infpires with heavenly graces 
and minifterial gifts, are not lords over God's heritage, 
but helpers of his people's joy. Even apoftles them- 
feives claimed no higher pre-eminence, well knowing 
that they had no right to any higher pretention*. 
Then it. is clear, that real gofpel minifters are only 
brethren in office, having no pre-eminence over the 
neaneft chriftian in all the fchool of Chrift $ *but -as 
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aright to be a preacher of the 
whenever providence gives has an vfenJmr. Yea 
■tare than that, k is right far tech to trek ofpot- 
taaities to do good as far aa they dui ; and wroogfor 
them to fieep co in a fcpine and negngtnt namacr 
not caring whether men are fared or damned. 

From all t&is it k natcral to infer, that the ieou- 
meot whxb world lead men to exalt xelf and debafc 
the Saviour, is in itfeii mod permcaooi and anrichrtf- 
tian ; and thofe opinions which would lead men to 
create a pontifical or prieftk lor duip in the houfe of 
God } and that would infpire thecm! powers to reprca 
and peiiecate tbofe who cannot in conference agree 
to focb odious tenets, as well as tbofe abfnrd and 
abominable notions that wonld lead carnal men to 
foppofe that a courfe of human learning can give 
them a right to the chriftiao mifiiftry, for the fake of 
a genteel livelihood : and alio, all tbofe notions which 
would lead men to fin that grace may abound, or to do 
evil that good may come, arc equally antichriftian and 
pernicious : and all that conduct which thefe bad 
principles infpire, mud be abominable to God and 
equally injurious to men ; and as long as thefe prevail, 
this world will continue to be a fort of acceldema, a 
field of bind, of injuftice and rapine. But the King- 
dom of Cbrift is the oppofite of all this; for it is a 
Kingdom of rigbteoufnefs, peace, and purity : and this 
Kingdom muS come, and the Redeemer's will muft 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Therefore, every 
pernicious fentiment and destructive practice mufi be 
rooted up and deflroyed. 

This is light which will fpring up and fpread 
abroad with every opening day j and in it men will be 
enabled to fee where their trueft intereft lies, and 
how they may glorify God and enjoy him. This will 
alfo, more urikiogly than ever, imprefs every believer 
that the faints are all the children of the fame 

heavenly 



heavenly Father, tared by the fame -divine ikwe/«a- 
. daenaed by the fame precious blood, .called by the 
ifixneoeleftial grace, fandified by t be faraeHolyfipiritU 
influence, partakers of the fame faith, «nd deftined<to 
ithe fame heaven; having one and the fame hope <|f 
♦eternal lifej and this will infpire -themaU with the 
raifcft philanthropy or iincere love to -each -other. 
This will be univerfal, and become -productive of veal 
>fettcity. For thefe divine principles will win their 
way and prevail, nor fhall any oppofition flopthek 
arogrefs or binder their march, whether 4erreftrial or 
vinfemal or both leagued together. Then men will 
compare fpiritual things with fpiritual, fo -will they 
difcern the truth and cordially embrace it, sp&JrtaS 
<www and fly from it. 

This is the native production of the reign of righte* 
vofnefs, which ihall now prevail without control ; and 
the Millennium will be the eevum of fpiritual felicity, 
civil friend (hip, and univerfal peace and love. Bat this 
leads me to our next obfervation, 

II. To (hew that the approach of this happy period 
is to be announced to the world by pouring out the 
vials of divine judgments on the enemies of Chrift and 
the oppofers of his Kingdom.* The fcripture is very 
clear and expreffive on this awful point j fweeping 
judgments which will puniih the wicked in general 
and remove many of them from the earth, are to be 
expelled; and the Chriftian may expect their arrival 
when the wicked triumph in their iniquities and think 
themfelves moft fecure j for the word of truth (aya,, 
When they fay feace anJ fafety, then fudden deftruttion 
cometl>. The judgment whidh Daniel predicts chap, 
vii. is evidently the judgment of antichrift in time, 
to make way for the Kingdom of God, and the do- 
minion of his feints, that the gofpel may fpread into 
all the earth ! and not the judgment of all men at the 
cod of time, as fome have vainly enough imagined 

and 
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and aflerted. But this judgment is the very fame 
which St. John predicts (hall fall on Babylon the 
Mother of Harlots, with all her fqns and daughters; 
and it is defigned to tare up and caft dovun the Throne 
of anticbrtft, with all her limbs and members, and 
every antichriftian inftitution and practice. To rid 
the earth of the idolatrous and pernicious traffic with 
the fouls and conferences of men, her abominable pol- 
lutions and murders, with all her hellifh blafphemies 
and iniquities : the MotJier of Harlots (hall fuffer the 
ftrokes of the Almighty till herfelf is destroyed, and 
her iniquities fwept away. For thefe are fo rpany, fo 
abominable in their nature, fo deltru&ive in their 
tendency, and fo exteniive and uuiveifal that the 
earth is waxed old under her various abominations, 
and ready to (ink beneath the dreadful preflure of 
their load. The whole earth travails and groans to be 
delivered from this intolerable burden; and iiidue time 
her renovation (hall take place. This moft wonderful 
change is fo great in itfelf, and fo mighty in its effects, 
that the divine word rcpre&nts it by a new creatiou of 
heaven and earth. But, great as this wonderful reno- 
vation is, and notwithstanding every obftacle which 
earth and hell can throw in the way of its accompli fo- 
ment, it shall take place. For, judgment will come 
upon the enemies of God to the uttermofl j and the 
plagues of the Almighty be poured on the head and 
members of the antichrilUan fynagogue : and there is 

?;reat reafon to believe her perdition is at the door, 
ndeed (he is fmitten for this fame purpofe, and the 
flrokes God is now finking her with are the begun 
judgments which the prophet Daniel, and the apotile 
John, have predicted fhonld come upon her. 

Therefore, nothing can be more manifeft than this, 
that the Millennium is to be announced to the world 
by the pouring out of the vials of divine wrath on the 
enemies of Chrift and his gofpel ; and this makes the 
way for its univerfal fpread. For it tears up the Throne 
of Anticbrtft bimfcif and demo/i/bes bis empire j but fets 
up tbe Throne of Emanuel and bis sainI*. Then the 
wicked mud lofe their influence, and Jefus reign over 
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all, and his Church (hare with him in the glory of his 
Kingdom. 

The confequence will be, that all the wicked muft turn . 
or burn : i. c they muft bow to his fceptre, or be 
broken to pieces by his rod. But God, who knows all 
things from eternity to eternity, gives us fufficient 
reafon to conclude, that a vaft number of the 
adherents to the head and members of the grand 
apoftacy from the pure primitive cbriftian faith, never 
•will repent ; no not even when i be heavieft of temporal judg- 
ments come on them: for even then, we are told they, 
ihall gnaw their tongues for pain and anguijb, and blaj- 
pbeme God yet the more. Therefore, to bring in this 
mod glorious aera of righteoufnefs, peace, and felicity, 
the judgments of God will con fume the man of fin, 
with all his connections and dependencies. This may 
fuffice to (hew, the Millennium will be introduced by 
terrible judgments on the wicked, who continue the 
enemies of Chrift and his gofpel. 

I have hint d that feveral of the vials are already 
poured out, and that it is very likely the remainder 
will foon follow. Indeed I believe it will be found 
true : it appears to me that the* jjftb is now fpending 
itfelf on the papal antichrift, and that it will run out 
on him and entirely annihilate him and his dominion; 
and though for a moment, comparatively fpeaking, hit 
exiftence may appear to be prolonged, yet it is but as 
it were for a moment ; that the juft vengeance of God 
may the more effectually fall on him, and bis rejected 
adherents. They have loved to (bed blood, and have 
(pilled the blood of the bed of men, with unexampled 
profuflun ; 1 mean the blood of the faints and mar- 
tyrs of Jefus } now their day of reckoning arrives, and 
they muft drink large draughts in return. Defolation 
will now be poured on the defolator, and his plagues 
become wonderful. 

But it feems to me, that the Jixth vial will effect the 
ruin of Mahometan Ahticbrilt, and confidering what 
has lately happened, and yet feems to be coming for- 
ward, one would think this vial . had begun to be 
poured. Nor is this an impofiible cafe, for indeed, 
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*M tikfon canffderedt it appears moff likely 5 atidr if fo, 
the work will foon be finished, which it was. intended 
it fhould arcomplifh. But left any (houkfc eteesflc 
themfclvetf with a miftaken idea, that the Pope and 
Mahomet are the only Axitkhrifti,- let us remind then* 
hereof what we have hinted' before, that there am 
maAy other* betides tbefe- : let the 1 following *>bfen*> 
tiona defcribe them : every fetitiment and do&rinsr 
thatoppofes the gofpel of Chrfft,'or any part of ky it 
anttehrmiaff: now the golptfl ita-fyftem of g*ac*v 
which debafet the pride of man am> lay* i* irf the dtMk, 
and earits to* Sartoor is the higher tt rteoven aai 
iaves the flower, but deftroys his to j it make* Mr. 
holy, generous, and happr. This is kt native? (•**> 
deocy to dtfPufe light and foikl peace audi kappineaV 
whenever it ib cordially received j for it gims to- €Sed 
dhioe honors and it reftores men to a manure of that 
primitive purity and felicity which was eajbyed before 
the fall. I fay, to a meafhre of it, and thatf ncafoar 
is proportioned to the prevalence which chafe divine 
principles have on pur hearts and lives 1 , ft* a wassV 
the gofpel of Chrift teaches all who tnsff uAdevftflfld 
tfsd believe it, to redou nee (in and feif , to cruft only i* 
the Saviour for acceptance with God aa6 eternal lh%> 
and to live in all holy obedience to- his command* : 
and by thefe means to reftore them to the favor and 
likened of God. Such a Mem- as this, is certainly the 
moil noble, godlike, and felicitating that can be een* 
ceived of ; for it brings to God the bigheft botiovs, aad 
to belieting men the trueft and moft lading felicity. 
In fine, it makes men eternally happy. 

Now, to corrupt, deprave, oppoie, or perfecxrte the 
gofpel or its profeffors, is to be guilty of the vileft afid 
blackeft of crimes ; and it renders fuch criminals fuper- 
faftively worthy of the heavieft judgments of the 
Almighty. Such are really Antichrifts, or which is 
fhe fame thing in other words, they are the enemies 
of God, and fome of the word foes of their fellow men. 
Therefore, every dodrine which would frt up an 
6cclefiaftic headfhip and funremacy oyer the Church 
•f Chrift, aad over the faith and continences of the 
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people of Got!, betides Ch rift's own authority, is to 
all intents and purpofes antichriftian. The placing 
the Redeemer's own fupremacy in an individual, or 
in more than one two or ten, amounts to the fame 
thing. God has fet his King on his holy Hill, and 
there is no other lord of confcience but bim : He only 
is Head over all things to his Church. To invade his 
prerogative then, is the higheft prefuraption and the 
blacked blafphemy, 

But iikcwife, all that do6trine which exalts finful 
men and debafes the Saviour, mud be antichriftian 
and abominable. That teaching which would lead 
men to be pharifaic on the one band, or licentious oh 
the other, cannot be of God, but is directly opposite to 
him; and confequently, bears the image and fuper- 
fcription of antichrift. Therefore, all that doctrine 
which in any wife contradicts, oppofes, or explains 
away the plain and evident fenfe of holy fcripture, or 
fets at naught any of the divine commands or inftitu- 
tions, bears the fame black mark. Likewife all that 
practice which promotes the fin and mifery of men in 
any form, and fpreads calamity and defolation through 
the world in any manner, is marked with the fame 
ftigma, and branded with the fame appellation by the 
God of truth. 

Confequently, the evil principles above referred to, 
and the deftru&ive practices thence refulting, being 
oppofed to the divine honor and human happinefs, 
muft and will be rooted up and fwept from the earth. 
For God will fet up the dispensation of furity, peace, 
and felicity, which we are now contemplating againjl 
all oppofition 3 and every adverfary thereto (hall fall for 
its fake. 

Therefore, let all be admonifhed to embrace the 
Saviour, to welcome the coming of his Kingdom, and 
to hail the bleffed arrival of the Millennial Age in all 
its purity, felicity t and glory. And all the antichriftian 
tribes particularly, mav they have found repentance In 
due time, before the judgments of the Almighty take 
them away with a ftroke, and fall on them to the 
uttermoft. Let them be aflured. that every impious 
■!,»'.,: T 3 practice, 
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pra&kMj and every pernicious princifJfe, roufl give 
Way to that more glorious- difpe nfation of felicity- and 
peace. May the Lord foon blefs all men by it? long 
defired arrival. Bat this leads me to my 

III. Principle point, which is to (hew, that after 
thefe judgments are infli&ed, it will be feen they were 
efigned to remove worfe evils, and to introduce the 
toon glorious part of the evangelic difpenfation. 

The vials being poured out, particularly the flxtb 
An&feventh, mentioned verfes 12 and 1 7, ofchapxvi. 
from whence our motto is fele&ed ; it will then be 
announced from the Temple of Heaven, that the work 
of anuful judgment is done. i.e. the work which the 
infliction of the plagues on the enemies of Chrift and 
his people, were defigned toeffedt, is finifhed. When 
ihtfeventh vial is poured into the air, a terrible wind 
and earthquake will (hake every v eft age of great Bable 
down, to rife no more. Awful indeed, will her fall 
be, and the effects of it felt where it is now the leaft 
expected. Where they are now faying peace and 
rarety, they will then fee fudden deftruttion come ; and 
bitter indeed will their lamentation be. But thofe 
who will not be timely warned muft be finally cor- 
rected, and take the confequences ; but Mojes prayer 
is apropos here : O that they iverc ivife, that they under- 
flood this, thai they- ivould confider their latter end. 

But the work of vindictive juftice being finiihed, 
and the awful punifhment of the wicked pail, the day 
of mercy will dawn. Then the ftone cut out of the 
mountain without hands, fhall fill the whole earth, 
and the Kingdom, and the great n<-.fs of the Kingdom, 
under the whole Heaven, (hall be given to the people 
of the faints of the Molt High, whole Kingdom is an 
everl ailing Kingdom, and all Dominion Jballjerve and 
ohey Him. 

Therefore, though the judgments which are coming 
on the antichriftian world, are terrible and dreadful, 
yet they {hall accomplish the bell of purpofes, by a 
removal of the word of evils. For by taking away the 
mifchief makers the mifchief they have been doing 
will ceafe, and the miferies confequent on it : for after 
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le fountain is dried, the fbrearns will eeafe to flow. 
at the mifery and ruin which' the fpirit, principles^ 
ad practices of the antichriftian fy nagogue has brought 
n mankind, are infinitely greater than any puntta* 
lent that can be inflicted on her in the prefent life, 
'herefore, though the judgment and punifhment of 
ntichrift may laft fome confiderabie time, and be 
f a fevere and tremendous nature ; yet the ruin and 
nfery which her dehtferms occafhn, are infinitely woksb j 
>r their evident tendency is to enslavb the bodies, and 
AMir the fouls of men, and bring, on them prefent 
nfery, and future deftru&ion. The vials, of divine ven- 
eance then, will but remove ivorfe evils, and bring to 
lankind the avum of purity, felicity, and peace. This 
ill be the mod glorious part of the gofpel difpenfr- 
ton j for, 

1 . There w*U be a more glorious out-pouring of 
ae divine influences than ever. The penticoftal day 
ras eminently glorious in this refpect ; but the gofpel 
abliee will be fuper-erainent. For the word of 
rophecy declares, that the fpirit wall be poured out 
nallfiejb ; and that all, in confequence, Jliall know 
he Lira. Now, (hough I" cannot conceive that every 
ndividual is meant by the word all here j yet, cer- 
ainly it muft mean the far greateft number of mao- 
:ind at that time. And I believe the really godly will 
>e far more numerous at that time, than ever the 
vicked have been at any time ; except we are to leave 
iut the days of Noah, when the flood came* Hiere- 
bre the Millennium will be the moft glorious part of 
he gofpel difprnfation, in that there will be a more 
bund ant effufion of the divine influences. The penti- 
»ftal day was but an earn ell of thistiiore glorious day 
>f the Spirit's mighty power and wonderful works, 
'or now the power of the Higheft will convert, not 
inly three thoufand at one time, and five thoufand at 
mother, but we are told, A nation JbaU be born in a 
lay. This moft prolific regeneration is the production 
if the Divine Spirit's renovating power > for indeed 
bis sera will emphatically be a DJ/penfatim rftke Spirit. 
tat in the mutt place* . 
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■ 2. This happy period will be the mod glorious, in 
that the number of converfions will be abundantly 
more than ever: the word of the Lord will not be 
prearhed nor heard in vain, or as it ia now, with an 
awakening or two now and then; but there is every 
reafon to believe, that thoufands and tens of thcufanh 
will not only hear, but receive the word, from place to 
place, ai.d from time to time. 

But the word of prophecy foretells the re-call arjd 
replacing of God's ancient people, the Jews, in Judca, 
and their fubfequent comerfion to Jefus our glorious 
Lord j and it appears to me, that before this moft 
glorious work of converfion is to be expected, this 
wonderful event muft take place. It appears to me, 
that the apoltle Pa*/ fays as much in his epiftle to the 
Remans, chap xi. 15. For if the cafting of them amy 
he the reconciling of the ivorld, ivbat Jh all the receiving 
of them be, but life from the dead. Perhaps by the 
reconciling of the world in confluence of the rejection 
of the Jews, may be mean, 

lft. That a vaft number of the Gentiles would be 
converted to the rhriftian faith, experience reconcilia- 
tion with God through Jefus Chrift, and become the 
vifible church inftead of the Jews ; and we fee to 
this day that this, has actually been the cafe. But r • 

2dly. The rejection and difperiion of the Jews, 
the demolition of their capital and temple, together 
with the deftruction of ttfeir church and date, was 
moft evidently foretold, fo plainly, that no attentive 
reader can mi (lake either the predictions of the old 
teftament, or the declarations of the new, on thil 
head. The prophets of old, and our Lord- hicnfelf had 
predicted it fo (trongly, that if it had not taken place, 
there would have been ferious objections to the truth 
of thefe prophecies : but the predictions have been 
confirmed by the event, and thereby perhaps thoufands 
were reconciled to the belief of thefe predictions, and 
to the christian faith itfelf. 

Now, their recall in- the latter days, and their return 
to Judea : their re-incorporation as a nation and a body 
politic under the King of Kings*, and their fqbfequcpt 
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converfion to hini, are as dearly and plainly foretold,, 
hoffo in the old tefcwnent and- the new, a* any thing, 
can bo ; and Mind indeed inu& that man be who can- 
not, or yfHl not lee it. Now,- as their reje&inn of old 
was a reconciling the world,, at leaft many of the* 
would to the chriftian faith ; their re-gathering and 
Ganveriien will have infinitely greater ejjfe&; for, Jays 
1 the apoftle, it (hall he life from thr dead The valley o€ 
dry bones fha 11 rife from their dry, dead, fcafttered ftate, 
and all unite bono to its bone, aifd become a living, 
snary; an array, mitacolouilry raifedfson* death and. 
dHperfion, and teanifitaied, aad rdn*igt>aated r ftalfc 
ftaadup at chief and principal in thawaya of God\; 
and become the firft people on the fane of the enctbV 
both for piety and preipctitY. Whet* this is- done, all 
the predictions relative to this wonderful people, wiaY 
her 10 actually acceroplMhed, that the rankeft infidel 
that ever lived will be obliged to fhut hi* month for 
ej*er, and forced to- own, that there ia a reality in the 
■able Revelation, and that the prophets were men of 
God,whafpoke the words of the Almighty, and wettt 
sAuaHjy inlpk ed by him to fore-fhew Jo clearly tbefir 
'Wonderful events, for hundreds and tbonionds oi yeaea 
before they took place. This will have a morlenkven-- 
ing ef&6fc on the world at large, and on the ptefcat 
tilible church in particulair. 

Now it will be evident, that God rules in the arnriea 
of heaven, and amongR the children of men, and does 
in heaven and on earth whatCbever pleaieth hint* 
Now, antichriftiaeity and infidelity will fly away like 
birds of the night r and Jew and Gentile embrace the 
Saviour, and the true chriftian faith. Now too, after 
the Jews are conducted back to their own country and 
become a nation, the Deliverer ihall come out of Zion. 
and turn away nngodlinefs from Jacob. Now the 
Temple of Heaven will be opened at Jerufalem, and 
the word of the Lord proceed from thence to all 
. around. Ifaiab fays, Out of Zion jhall gnjbrth tlte 
Itrar, and the 'word of the Lord from Jerufakm. Micah 
repeats the words, and both of them tell u*. thisihatt 
be after men have beaten their fword$ mta fJough- 
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/bares and their /pears into pruning- honks ; and the na- 
tions have learned to ceafe from war. Consequently, 
it is yet to come, and will I think, foon be fulfilled; 
how foon I will not fay, fir I know not, but I think 
it will not be very long firft. - Now when all this ha 
taken place, converfion to chriftianity will be rapid 
indeed. Millions will be flocking to hear the word, 
and join in the worihip of God, and enquiring the way 
to Zion with their faces thither- ward. In this alfo, 
the Millennium will exceed in glory all the former 
difpenfations, for it will produce a larger progeny of 
fpiritual children, both of Jews and Gentiles, than all 
the revivals which have ever preceded it, perhaps ten 
iboufand fold. But in the next place, 

3. The Millennium will be the moft glorious part 
of the gofpel difpenfatiorf , for that tin will be more than 
ever fupprefted and iubdued, and holinefs more than 
ever promoted. Then God will put his fear in tfct 
hearts of men, and write his law there, and his loving- 
kindnefs will con ft rain them to forfake iniquity and 
live to his glory. Then detefted fwt a ring will ceafe, 
and the ears of the pious no more be wounded by 

» horrible oaths and curfes, and the dreadful impreca- 

tions of the profane and flagitious ; nor truth be falfi- 
fied by the impious liar ; nor the charity which hopeth 
all things, be impofed on by the deceit of the 
hypocrite ; nor impurity be permitted to defile the 
bodv and damn the foul of man; nor any other abomi- 
nation which the deceit and wicked nets of the human 
heart, or the infernal policy of the grand deftroyer 
can invent, will be fuffered to prevail. For the faith 
of men will be pure and genuine, and the n the good 
fruits muft follow, as the native and necetTary con- 
fequence ; for all who underftand and believe the gof- 
pel noiu, know well, that faith works by love, and 
purifies the heart : then, the heart being purified by 
grace, the life will be to the praile of him who is the 
truth and \ht. life. The heart being turned heaven-ward 
there will be genuine love to God and holinefs, and a 
forfaking of all iniquity. But, 

4. In this raoft felicitating aera, hurting and de- 
stroying 
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ring will be done away, and the fyftem of human. 
;hery be fuffered to exift too .longer. The imple- 
lts of human deftru&ion and carnage will be 
verted to more benevolent and friendly purpofes, 
lely, to the cultivation of the earth in a much 
e enlarged and productive manner than at prefect ; 
the more advantageous prolecution of ufeful arts, 
nces, and manufactures. For whenevei the gofpel 
ully and generally understood and believed, nien* 

refped; the authority of the divine legiflator, 

chearfully fubmit to his laws ; then will they 
e the abominable art and practice of deftru&ion 
the great deftroyer, and Men to the mild, gentle, 
generous commands of the bed friend of man ; 
> fays, All things ivhatfoever . ye vuoiild that nun 
id do to you, do ye even Jo lo them, for this is the knv 
the prophets. This will then be the great governing 
iciple of genera] a&ion, which will influence the 
>le body of human focicty ; it will become their 
mere and dtmiere refort. For this will be the, age 
univerfal peace and love. Harmony among men 

then be enjoyed, and the fongs of the heavenly 

:s at the Redeemer's nativity, will be fully realized : 

Glory to God in the Jbigheft, on earth peace, good 

I towards men. It mutt be fo, for now the reign of 

Prince of Darknefs will be completely overthrown, 

himfelf confined to the abyfs ; and the reign of 
Prince of Peace in men's hearts, will make their 
s hanulefs, their hearts tender, and their fouls 
y to love each other ; for then they will have learnt 
the elect of God, holy and beloved, to put on 
'els of mercies, and this will lead them to univerfal 
ction and good will. But in the neit place, 
. This will be the .A&vum of the grand regenera- 
i, called a new creation of heaven and earth. By 
ch expreffions, 1 cannot conceive to be meant a 
ral re-creation of the vifible heavens or the earth ; 
by the earth I fuppofe the Date of the world is 
mt ; apd by the heaven the ftate of the Church of 
1. Now, when we are told by the prophets in the 
tefiament, and the apoftles in the new, that God 

will 
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'will make new hetvens and * new earth ; I underfill 
a pntud rcuoi.it ion and iritoration to purity and 
rectitude j trutii and hoi i oris will prevail in "the 
church, and jnfticr and equity in every department cf 
civil foeiety. Now, whatever is wrong will be pat 
away, and whatever is right, juft, and confrftent witi 
the love of God and our neighbour, will be vaftlr 
better attended to. This will have fuch a happy ten- 
dency, and be productive of fuch beneficial rftecs, 
that the general condition of men will be fo modi 
altered tor the better, that it will refemble a new 
creation. For now the divine influence* from on higa 
will lb wonderfully illuminate die minds of men, that 
they will difcover what is wrong, and rectify it j is it fin 
within them ? they will hate and for fake it. Is it fin 
round about them ? they will reprove and correct it, 
and it will tire before them. Is there any thing highly 
cfieemed among men at prtlent % which n an abomination 
in the Jigbt of GntJ ? There are affuredty many things 
of this tfefc/iption, but now divine light will difcover 
it, and divine grace will influence men to deleft and 
abhor it, and to flee from it ; and every thing of this 
nature will be done away. Then men will difcern 
what is right, and rhcarfuily adopt it ; and if there is 
found any pe.rniciou« domination, it will be done 
away, whether it be civil or ecclefi.iitical. We fay 
not that juji gwermnent nvill be de/iroyed, no, nothing ' 
can be farther from our thoughts j nor (hall I go about 
to difcufs any particular fyitem of politics, I leave 
that to others. This, however, I will venture to 
affirm, that truly enlightened mm will readily -adopt 
the bed methods to fecure general happinefs, and to do 
the greatefl good ivitb the leajl expence, to render the 
great body of fociety as comfortable as polEble, not to 
aggrandize thefrw t andftarve the many j but to render 
to all the means of contforabk/upport. 

The Millennium will be productive of-this. For 
men in this time will be univerfally pious and chriftian, 
and their conftant aim and end will be (he honor and 
glory of God, and the univer&l good of their fellow 
men. 
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i * This grand regeneration will be fo great ftf itt : rifr* 

! ture and* To happy in its eflfeds, that it will exhibit a/ 

" : change fo vaftly for the beft, that it will feetn as if 

the Garden of Eden was become a paradtfiealtvorld, and-' 

the w£o& «arr/£ made up of it. For this reafon, I con*' 

' eeive it is, that the fcripture calls it a new creation of 

heaven and earth. It is a- renovation of men and- 

t measures, and it will be begun and carried on by the> 

I power of God. Should any oppofe his work, or at- 

s tempt to hinder his eftablifhment of righfeoufnefs arid* 

true felicity, they will be da (bed in pieces as a potterV 

veflet 5 for God will do all his pleafure. 

The civil and religious h^miibheres will be adornecl : 
•with luminaries at once proper in kind, and every way* 
falutary in operation: deftru&ive meteors mull difapear, 
and luminaries of celeftial origin will occupy their' 
places ; from them will be emitted pure light to chear " : 
the mind, and genial heat to animate and invigorate 
the powers, and divine influence to give to the whole* 
. a heavenly diredion and tendency. In a word, the' 
Kingdom of Heaven will be fet up on earth, The Taber* 
nacle of God will be with men : and the Lord of Heaven" 
will dwell among them. AH this, and much more, is' 
implied in the following fcriptures : — Ifa. ii. 3, 3, 4, 5. 
— lx. 19,20 — lxv. 17 to the end; compared with* 
Dan. vii. 26, to the end. — Rev. xx. 4 to 7. And many 
others, too numerous to be quoted here. 

IV. That this will be productive of tbehigheifr 1 
felicity, both fpiritual and temporal, that the church 
and world ever yet faw ; for it will fhed its benign 
influence all over the earth. We are exprefsly told, 
that God will take the vail of the covering from rff ALL 
nations, ami from all people, and that aUfiefhJkaB 
fee his falvation. Therefore, the Millennium will be 
productive of the temporal and fpiritual felicity of men, 
beyond any thing yet known on earth. For, 

1. God will then be more abundantly known than 
hitherto ; and this knowledge Will be of a right kind, 
of a fpiritual and influential nature. God will be known' 
in his love and grace, and enjoyed in the heart * of his 
children, more generally and abundantly than ever. 
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Pag* 3. line 8 from top, for di/pifin% Tv.*d dfpijin^. 

Page it. line 18 from bottom for numhUf% lead numierlcji 

Page it. 5th Ohfervation, after who, inlert £**. 

P-i^e 18. line 8 from hot torn, for man read men. 

Prtj;e 19. line 12, for 010// rend :nu/f. 

Page 36. line 9, for light read /•** 7. 

Page 43. in end. reply byCivich*, lii.fc :, foi r^r'72^ read /. 

Page 51. line to, for powed rtM-i />,.&. er. 

Page ,53. ver. laft. for my read m^v. 
, Page 86. line 15 fiotn bottom, for undcrvived read under it 
W Page 89. line 7, for treat ur' read Creator. 

Page 102 line 3 from bottom, for jour readmit. 

Page 122. line 9, for J itn-%tw rczAJun-b''am. 

Page 124. line ic from bottom, after virgin infert is. 

Page: 139. 1ii.eC, after number infcit of. 

Page j 19, line 9, for intercepted read interpofed. 
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